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The Challenge



The Vision



The Sensory Journey
Connecting children to nature through immersive 
experiences. 

Play-based approach

A child needs to touch the earth and be touched by it



2004

2004



Today

Snapshot:

3.2M+ visitors

10K+  teachers
150K+  students

10K+ visitor programs



Introducing the Children’s Garden



Community Engagement



Our learnings:

child-centred 

exploration, 

absorbing the landscape

loose material

dirt digging pit

love of water



Our learnings:

• Safety:

Nudity

Sun

Signage



Our learnings:

Safety:

Adventure vs risk

Water – access and 

management

Access for all abilities



Our learnings:

•Comfort:

Parent facilities

Blanket space – turf was

designed for rolling!

•Horticultural integrity

Loved to death!

Sophisticated planting

Soil structure is important

Resting the garden



The future

• Vision �

• Keep working on reducing barriers to 

visitation

• Continue outreach programs

• New programs for different audiences


