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North American Collections Assessment

• 9,496 threatened North 

American plant species

• 230 plant and seed 

collections surveyed

• Only 39% species 

preserved in collections



Interpretation for Conservation Survey (n=136)
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Yes – we do some but would like to do more

No – we don’t do this now but would like to

No – we have no plans to do this

Do you interpret threatened species in your garden?
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Threat rank on plant accession labels

Permanent signs about threatened plants in collection

Temporary signs about threatened plants in collection

Signs about threatened species/conservation not…

Cell phone or self-guided tour highlighting threatened…

Guided tours on threatened plants in collection

Information desk that provides information on…

Other  (Website, Brochure, Special Events, Classes,…

How do you interpret threatened species in your garden?



Need and capacity

Interpretation for Conservation Survey (n=136):

• Variety of staff involved in interpretation

• Mainly signs on plants and tours

• More threatened species interpretation wanted

• Resources, information, and materials lacking

Solution = interpretation resources



Sign testing and refinement

Content
• Voice, wording

• Overall message

• Map, images

• Tagline (Care for the Rare)

• Use of Threat Status

Layout
• Image and font size/position

• Color scheme

• Outdoor use factors

• Logos

• Amount of text vs. images







www.bgci.org/usa/CarefortheRare



Pilot phase

USBG

Atlanta Bot. Garden

State BG of Kentucky



Pilot phase

• Reached up to 700,000

• Three pilot sites

• Continuous outreach

• Updated website

• Growing sign library

• Growing use!



Broader launch

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden’s “Gateways 

to Communities” permanent exhibit



Broader launch

• Atlanta Botanical Garden

• Hoyt Arboretum

• National Tropical Botanical Garden

• Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden

• State Botanical Garden of KY

• San Diego Botanic Garden

• San Diego Zoo

• United States Botanic Garden



Last Name First Name Institution Interpretation Expert Conservation Expert

Allenstein Pam American Public Gardens Association x x

Bernstein Harvey Chicago Park District x

Bloodworth Stefan Sarah P. Duke Gardens x

Bostwick Michael San Diego Zoologial Global x x

Byrne Mary Bioloque x

Cavender Nicole The Morton Arboretum x

Ceska Jennifer State Botanical Garden of Georgia x x

Chapman Grace Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden x

Cruse-Sanders Jennifer Atlanta Botanical Garden x

Dorgan Anamari The Morton Arboretum x

Dosmann Michael The Arnold Arboretum x

Ehrlinger Dave San Diego Botanic Garden x x

Griffith Patrick Montgomery Botanical Center x

Jordan Ric University of Guelph Arboretum x

Kutcher Joan Mountain Top Arboretum x

Lahmeyer Sean Huntington x

Manion John Birmingham Botanical Gardens x

Marinelli Janet Blue Crocus Consulting x

McCue Kimberlie Desert Botanical Garden x

Michener David Matthaei Botanical Gardens x x

Mims Ray United States Botanic Garden x x

Mosquin Daniel University of British Columbia Botanical Garden x

Musial Kathy Huntington Botanical Gardens x

Novy Ari United States Botanic Garden x x

Richardson Mark New England Wild Flower Society x

Rounsaville Todd State Botanical Garden of Kentucky x

Sign reviewer volunteers

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CarefortheRareSignReview



BGCI’s Energy Gardens Project

www.bgci.org/education/energyplants/



This year

• Vendor discounts for Care for the Rare signs

• Mobil app

• Gather visitor feedback



Make a Care for the Rare tour!

• Free

• Adaptable

• Easy

• Contribute your efforts and 

information to the broader 

conservation community

• I’m happy to help!



We are grateful to the 136 individuals who took the interpretation survey, our 

graphic designer Judi Connelley, and the following people who provided critiques:

Holly Shimizu, Ray Mims, and Laura Condeluci, United States Botanic Garden

Lauren Umek, Chicago Botanic Garden, Northwestern University

Stefan Bloodworth, Sarah P. Duke Gardens

Anne Brennan, Ambler Arboretum at Temple University

Jenny Cruse-Sanders, Atlanta Botanical Garden

Chris Earley, Arboretum at the University of Guelph

Bobbi Jo Holmes, Museum of Life + Science

Catherine Hubbard, Albuquerque BioPark Botanic Garden

Ric Jordan, Arboretum at the University of Guelph

Joan Kutcher, Mountain Top Arboretum

Caroline Lewis, The Cleo Foundation

Barb McKean, Royal Botanical Gardens, Ontario

Clinton Morse, EEB Plant Growth Facilities, University of Connecticut

Pauline Nash, Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden

Todd Rounsaville, State Botanical Garden of Kentucky

Rebecca Sucher, Missouri Botanical Garden

Laura Vogel, Gardens of the Delaware Psychiatric Center

Julie Warsowe, The Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University

Jennifer Wolff, Missouri Botanical Garden

Thank you!
www.bgci.org/usa/CarefortheRare



Thank you!
www.bgci.org/usa/CarefortheRare

Abby Hird, BGCI-US Program Director

abby.hird@bgci.org


