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Triple Bottom Line  
Sustainability Mission 

Statement:  
 

The City of St. Louis 
harnesses the strength and spirit 

of its diverse community to create an 
economically, socially and ecologically 

vibrant City for present and future 
generations - one that dynamically 

serves those who live, work, and play in 
the City’s rich and celebrated historic 

landscape.	
  
 



THE CITY HAS A SUSTAINABILITY PLAN WITH 
ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC GOALS 



SUSTAINABILITY PLAN AND URBAN VITALITY & ECOLOGY 
 

•  Support and Increase the City’s Greenscape, Including its  
     Existing Park System and Urban Tree Canopy 
 
•  Promote Urban Conservation and Revitalization of the City’s 

Unique Biodiversity and Natural Resources 
 
•  Increase Environmental Literacy   

Forest Park Citygarden 



Action Agenda Priorities 
 
1.  Create a sustainability resource  

toolkit for neighborhoods 
 
3.  Provide easy access to 

greenspace, trails or parks within 
a half mile or 10 minute walk 

 
25. Double the current eco-literacy 

rate by launching a program to 
foster an enhanced connection 
between people and urban 
natural resources 

Mayor Slay’s Sustainability Action Agenda 
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Connecting People to Nature in the City of St. Louis:  
A Recommended Nature “Diet” 

 

Nature Pyramid Concept: Tim Beatley 



VISITING A CITY IN A GARDEN 



SINGAPORE CHANGI AIRPORT 



Why Launch  
Milkweeds for Monarchs: The St. Louis Butterfly Project? 



BECAUSE NATURE NEEDS PEOPLE … 
!  Monarchs are iconic: Easily recognizable they 

are the only butterfly to migrate between Canada, 
the US and Mexico. 

 
!  The female monarch will only lay her eggs on a 

milkweed plant; caterpillar larvae will only eat 
milkweeds.  

!  Without milkweeds, monarchs cannot exist. 
Monarchs also need nectar plants to nourish them 
during their migration. 

!  Milkweed numbers have declined and monarch 
populations have plummeted by 90%. 

!  People can help by planting monarch gardens. 



… AND PEOPLE NEED NATURE 

Improved Social Outcomes/Health and Well-Being: 
!  Access to nature can reduce stress and anxiety, 

nourish the imagination, and provide important 
learning opportunities. 

 
!  Studies have shown access to greenspace tends to 

increase physical activity (helping lower obesity 
rates) and reduce ADHD in children. 

 
Enhanced Community and Economic Benefits: 
!  Gardening and creating natural areas can help 

strengthen a community’s sense of place and build 
relationships between neighbors.  

 
!  Greenspace often contributes to neighborhood 

aesthetics, and proximity to parks and trees can 
boost market values and lower utility costs. 

Courtesy of Kathy Bildner 

Courtesy of Gateway Greening 



A MAYOR FOR MONARCHS 



AND A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT 

"  Mayor’s Office 
"  City Departments 
"  Community Organizations 
"  Neighborhood Groups 
"  Conservation Agencies 
"  Butterfly Experts 
"  Plant Specialists 
"  Nonprofit Stakeholders 
"  Private Supporters 
"  Growers 
"  Garden Centers 
"  Research Institutions 
"  Individuals 



Gardening Terms
Deadhead��5HPRYH�GHDG�ÁRZHUV�E\�VQLSSLQJ�WKHP�
ZLWK�SUXQLQJ�VKHDUV�RU�VFLVVRUV�
Divide Clumps��,I �WKH�SODQW��EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG��GLJ�XS�WKH�XQZDQWHG�SRUWLRQ�DQG�
WUDQVSODQW�RU�VKDUH�ZLWK�IULHQGV��
Overcrowding��3ODQWV�ORRN�VSLQGO\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�
EXVK\��DQG�GR�QRW�KDYH�URRP�WR�JURZ��
Pinching back��5HPRYH�WKH�QHZ�OHDYHV�DQG�EXGV�
DW�WKH�HQG�RI �WKH�VWHP�WR�HQFRXUDJH�EUDQFKLQJ��7KLV�
VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�EHIRUH�WKH�ÁRZHU�EXGV�JHW�ODUJH�
Seed pods��(LWKHU�UHPRYH�VHHG�SRGV�ZKLOH�VWLOO�
JUHHQ�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�VHHGV�IURP�VSUHDGLQJ��RU�OHW�
WKH�SRGV�GU\�RQ�WKH�SODQW��DQG�FROOHFW�WKH�VHHGV�IRU�
IXWXUH�XVH��:KHQ�WKH�SRGV�WXUQ�EURZQ�DQG�VWDUW�WR�
VSOLW��VDYH�WKH�VHHG�WR�SODQW�ODWHU�
Self-seeds��7KLV�PHDQV�WKH�SODQW�ZLOO�GURS�VHHGV�
ZKLFK�VKRXOG�JURZ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�
Staking��7KLV�LV�GRQH�LI �D�SODQW�JHWV�WRR�WDOO�DQG�
VWDUWV�WR�GURRS���3ODFH�D�VWDNH�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�YHU\�
QHDU�WKH�SODQW�DQG�ORRVHO\�WLH�WKH�SODQW�WR�WKH�VWDNH�
WR�JLYH�LW�VXSSRUW�DQG�KHOS�LW�VWDQG�XS�VWUDLJKW�
Thin and cut back��7R�DYRLG�SODQW�FURZGLQJ��FXW�
XQWLO�WKHUH�LV�DGHTXDWH�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�SODQWV��'R�WKLV�
HLWKHU�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�EXGV�DSSHDU�LQ�HDUO\�VSULQJ�RU�
RQFH�ÁRZHULQJ�LV�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�WKH�IDOO�

&RPPRQ�0LONZHHG�
5HPRYH�VHHG�SRGV�

EHIRUH�WKH\�VSOLW�RSHQ��
DQG�WKLQ�DQG�FXW�EDFN�
QHZ�JURZWK�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG�

:KRUOHG�0LONZHHG�
7KLQ�DQG�FXW�EDFN�
QHZ�JURZWK�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG�

6ZDPS�0DUVK�0LONZHHG�
'RHV�EHVW�LQ�D�ORZ�VSRW�DQG�
WROHUDWHV�PRUH�PRLVWXUH�WKDQ�
WKH�RWKHU�SODQWV��'R�QRW�
WUDQVSODQW�RQFH�HVWDEOLVKHG��
DV�SODQWV�KDYH�GHHS�WDSURRWV��
5HPRYH�VHHG�SRGV�SULRU�WR�
VSOLWWLQJ��7KLQ�DQG�FXW�EDFN�
QHZ�JURZWK�ZKHQ�SODQW�
EHFRPHV�RYHUFURZGHG�

%XWWHUÁ\�:HHG 
%XWWHUÁ\�ZHHG�GRHV�
QRW�WUDQVSODQW�ZHOO�GXH�
WR�LWV�GHHS�WDSURRW��
DQG�LV�SUREDEO\�EHVW�
OHIW�XQGLVWXUEHG�RQFH�

HVWDEOLVKHG�

3XUSOH�&RQHÁRZHU�
'LYLGH�FOXPSV�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG��DERXW�
HYHU\���\HDUV���,W�ZLOO�
SURYLGH�ELUGV�ZLWK�
VHHGV�DQG�DOVR�VHOI�
VHHG�LI �VRPH�RI �WKH�
VHHG�KHDGV�DUH�OHIW�LQ�

SODFH�

1HZ�(QJODQG�$VWHU
3LQFKLQJ�EDFN�VWHPV�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�EHIRUH�PLG�-XO\�ZLOO�
KHOS�OLPLW�SODQW�KHLJKW�WR���IHHW��SURPRWH�EXVKLQHVV�DQG�
SHUKDSV�OHVVHQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VWDNLQJ��7KH�SODQW�ZLOO�VHOI�
VHHG�LQ�RSWLPXP�JURZLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��,I �WKH�IROLDJH�KDV�
EHFRPH�XQVLJKWO\�RU�XQZDQWHG�VHOI�VHHGLQJ�LV�RFFXULQJ��
WKH�SODQW�FDQ�EH�FXW�WR�WKH�JURXQG�DIWHU�ÁRZHULQJ�

*ROGHQURG�
'LYLGH�FOXPSV�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG��

%ODFN�(\HG�6XVDQ�
7R�SURORQJ�WKH�
EORRP��\RX�PD\�
GHDGKHDG�WKH�SODQW��
'LYLGH�FOXPSV�ZKHQ�
WKH�SODQW�EHFRPHV�
RYHUFURZGHG�

%HH�%DOP�%HUJDPRW�
7KLV�SODQW�QHHGV�JRRG�DLU�
FLUFXODWLRQ��VR�PDNH�VXUH�
LW�KDV�URRP��<RX�FDQ�
GHDGKHDG�WKH�SODQW�WR�

SURORQJ�WKH�EORRP�SHULRG�

0LONZHHGV�IRU�0RQDUFKV�LV�DQ�LQLWLDWLYH�RI �WKH�&LW\�RI �6W��/RXLV�2IÀFH�RI �6XVWDLQDELOLW\�
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�RU�RWKHU�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�LQLWLDWLYHV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�RI �6W��/RXLV�

&RQWDFW�&DWKHULQH�:HUQHU��6XVWDLQDELOLW\�'LUHFWRU��2IÀFH�RI �WKH�0D\RU
:HUQHU&#VWORXLV�PR�JRY�RU�YLVLW�VWORXLV�PR�JRY�VXVWDLQDELOLW\

0LONZHHGV�IRU�0RQDUFKV��
7KH�6W��/RXLV�%XWWHUÁ\�3URMHFW

3ODQW�&DUH�7LSV
6LQFH�DOO�RI �WKH�67/�0RQDUFK�0L[�SODQWV�DUH�QDWLYH�WR�0LVVRXUL��WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�UHTXLUH�
KLJKO\�VSHFLDOL]HG�FDUH��+RZHYHU��WKHVH�VLPSOH�PHDVXUHV�VSHFLÀF�WR�HDFK�SODQW�ZLOO�JR�
D�ORQJ�ZD\�LQ�KHOSLQJ�\RXU�JDUGHQ�ÁRXULVK��$OVR��WKH�HQWLUH�JDUGHQ�VKRXOG�EH�ZDWHUHG�

GXULQJ� WLPHV� RI � GURXJKW��
FKHFNHG� IRU�ZHHGV�� DQG� FXW�
EDFN�LQ�WKH�IDOO��7KHVH�SODQWV�
UHTXLUH�QR�IHUWLOL]HUV��WKRXJK�
LW� LV� D� JRRG� LGHD� WR� DGG�
PXOFK� DURXQG� WKH� SODQWV��
3OHDVH�DYRLG�XVLQJ�FKHPLFDO�
SURGXFWV��VXFK�DV�SHVWLFLGHV��
QHDU�\RXU�JDUGHQ�

TOOLS, GUIDES AND RESOURCES 



LEADING BY EXAMPLE: 50 MONARCH GARDENS 

  Fire Houses Police Stations 



NEW AND LEVERAGED PARTNERSHIPS 



CITY PARKS, SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SPACES 



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 



NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DETERMINES CLOUD 
OVER ST. LOUIS IS A MONARCH SWARM 

“NWS St. Louis wishes good 
luck and a safe journey to 
these amazing little 
creatures on their long 
journey south!” 
 

 -September 2014 
 



TAKING FLIGHT … AND CELEBRATING 



NATURE: COMING SOON TO A NEIGHBORHOOD NEAR YOU 



we areS  ustainable
For More Information: 
 

Catherine Werner 
Sustainability Director 
wernerc@stlouis-mo.gov 
 
stlouis-mo.gov/sustainability  
 

 


