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The Natural History Museum and Botanical Garden of the
Federal University of Minas Gerais (MHNJB/UFMG) has a 60
hectare forest reserve, where 30 trees species are used in
urban forestry in Belo Horizonte (Minas Gerais, Brazil) can be
found.
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The urban trees have great importance for the urban
ecosystem and the quality of human life. For many people in
the big cities, the only interaction with plant species occurs
through the contact with the urban trees.
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The aim of this activity is to
promote the interest and the
enchantment of the general
public for plants as well as to
encourage teachers to use the
teaching material of the
project with their students,
encouraging them to know
and to value our natural
heritage.
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 An interactive key for 30 species of Belo Horizonte urban trees;
 Development of teaching material to be used in workshops.
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 5 workshops were realized (50 participants).

RESULTS



The interactive key is a good and simple strategy to learn about the
plants;

Xper² is a powerful tool for editing and managing taxonomic
descriptions. Freely download your Windows™, Mac™ or Linux version
in French, English or Spanish.
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This can be an itinerant activity, since internet signal exists;

People have demonstrated a big interest in the activity. They have
related that the workshop has contributed for their knowledge;

Some participants have complained about the short time of the
workshop (2 hours). For this reason we intend to transform it in a basic
course of introduction to plant identification.
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