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Brief Backgrounds on MBG Madagascar Program

MBG has been working in Madagascar for more than 4 decades

Program started with general plant collecting by St Louis based
staff between 1972-1976 to document the flora of the Island

A staff member was stationed in country from 1984-1986

1987 to Today we have two departments involved with a local
staff of 60 and multifaceted program




Madagascar MBG Program focuses on
three main areas:

e Research

e Training/Education — Capacity
Building

e Conservation




CONSERVATION
Goals:

To protect natural ecosystem and to maintain
biodiver sity

To preserve plant traditional knowledge

To improve quality of life

Approach: Community-based conservation




BOENY ) _
;! e b Puinte &
Ankafobe Lo ! Maevatanana ‘i [orren
{ e ALAOTRA-
BETSIBOK A j Fenoarivo Atsinanana
e 4 hnalalava
3 ANALAMANGA ]
\ Toamasina
‘@% BONGOLAVA.  * Ankazobe
‘Fe{siroanomandidx_ " Antanana#
§ Mlarmar‘\m P : ¥
e o masyl W
B Pl
N o
\ JaH Ihity
] AMORON HiANIA
i Ambositra *
I
o | e
~ )
¢ ~  Fianarantsoa okl
A _HAUTE MATSIATRA. “FHIDVIRANY
o IHOROMBE
1 } lhos b 5 makafa
TSIMO-ANDREFANA Y '
¥ © Sakaraha, f"/ﬁ\"'. 4 .| Farafangana
&g Sy . Administrative center
Analaveln[,; s / .~ 7 Agnalazaha . District
olar: “ Yohipaha o Regon
. River
f"\j Main road
) Region imit
> MBG Sites limit
@  Humid forest

I %V Missouri
Botanical
o 2 i Garden

—

‘Source: MBG Madagascar Program, 2009




MAHABO FOREST SITE

47°44'

N—

OCEAN INDIEN

S and

ed in Mahabp commune(

Plan d'eau = Cheflieu L o 5 &GRS
Lac /N\/ Limites des communes
I Forét N Route nationale 12 Source : MBG Madagascar, 2004
/7 Piste ou sentier Ludovic Reza




anarivoe




T N—

i T
v el

s

P
&y

s

e

"




[®)
-
©
(7))
-
@)
e
(7))
(D)
| -
@)

(€l

@©
| -
@)

=

—




Improve Quality of Life
by:
Building trust

Promoting education

Increasing nutrition

Empowering the community

Diminishing poverty










Mahabo women preparing the material for weaving in their home
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Lepironia mucronata, plant species used for making basket sold in the
local village market
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Harvest




Sustainable harvesting method lead to regrowth of the species in its
natural habitat




Direct Impact of the Blessing Basket project on
Biodiversity

Women association’s rule for maintaining membership: no
husband or male relative allow to destroy the forest

Decrease in number of people trying to cut plant species to make
quick cash

Sustainable harvesting leading to the conservation of plant
species (Lepironia mucronata) used for basketry

Empowering women in the community, leading to more
awareness about the importance of biodiversity and its
conservation













The Madagascar MBG Team




