
• What things 
represented in the 
images do you do 
or have you seen 
others do?

• How about people 
in the communities 
your Garden 
serves?

• What images would 
you add to use this 
with those 
communities?

• What community 
assets or 
challenges do they 
represent?

Look at the climate collages on your table 
and think about the following questions
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Program

• Overview of the challenge and our approach 
• Community asset mapping activity
• Project Planning

• Approach overview
• Case study example: Alliance for the Great Lakes and Michigan 

City (Indiana) Area Schools
• Project planning activity

• Overview of current and future tools for asset based 
project development and implementation

• Wrap-up
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State of climate change education & action

The Issue

• Scientific
• Long-term
• Abstract
• Variable
• Contentious
• Requires behavior 

change and widespread 
engagement

• Intimidating

The (common) Approach

• Scientific
• Unconnected to everyday 

concerns
• Deficit-based
• Guilt-inducing



A New Approach: 
Asset-based Community Development

Asset-Based Community Development (presentation), Kretzmann, John P. and McKnight, John L. 



Connect…Community+Climate+Action
Goal
Increase knowledge, leadership, and engagement in 
climate action among diverse communities by building on 
local assets to connect community life to climate change 
and climate action. 

Approach
• Create community-conservation partnerships
• Provide training in climate science & local impacts, 

communicating about climate change, and asset-based 
community engagement

• Support project implementation and documentation
• Create tools and case studies for use by others



Identifying Assets









your ideas…..



Connect Tools Available Now: animaliaproject.org/c3i

Profiles of Climate Change: 
Conversation Guide & Poster Campaign

Identify Community Assets



Connect Tools in Development –
Sign Up for Notifications

CATEGORY: TOOLS

Planning Guide to creating community-based climate 
action plans & projects

Phenology Project Budburst: online guide connecting 
plant monitoring to community action

Community & Climate 101 Climate Jeopardy; More or Less game; 
Principles of Community Climate Action

Community-based Climate 
Impacts

2-pagers: flooding/stormwater, 
gardens/plants/yards, phenology

Storytelling Video Stories, Migration Stories

Evaluating for Community & 
Climate Outcomes

Framework & Primer



Other Community-based Climate Action Toolkits

Chicago Community 
Climate Action Toolkit

Cleveland Neighborhood 
Climate Action Toolkit

Climate Change in My Backyard



What are 3 assets in your community that 
you want to think more about – including 
some you hadn’t thought of before? 

Who are 2 people in your community 
that you want to connect with to continue 
brainstorming assets?

What is your 1 big takeaway from this 
session – and how can you act on it in the 
next month?

3
2
1

3-2-1 Reflect



Thank you!

Download this presentation 
and existing tools at:

animaliaproject.org/c3i




