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Biodiversity – “Global” Why 

Along with climate change, the loss of biodiversity is 

humanity’s great environmental challenge of the 21st century.

1992 Rio Earth Summit – Objectives: 

� conservation of biological diversity

� sustainable use of components of biodiversity

� fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of 

genetic resources

2010-2020: U.N. International Decade of Biodiversity



Why Urban Biodiversity?
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biodiversity

reduces
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Why Urban Biodiversity?

Rethink Urban Life:  Create a Sustainable FutureDr. Wyse Jackson’s interest in urban biodiversity 



Our Vision:
A thriving, healthy, vibrant St. Louis community that understands and

values biodiversity and serves as an urban/suburban model for the world. 

A community-wide initiative to promote, protect and plan for                                           

biodiversity throughout the greater St. Louis region



Missouri Botanical Garden to convene,

connect, facilitate and propel efforts forward. 

Collaborative efforts taking shape in…

Strategic

planning,

development,

& leadership

Public

awareness,

engagement,

& education

Research

& data

gathering

Biodiversity 

restoration 

action

projects

Economic

& policy 

incentives & 

opportunities



NEXT PRESENTATION



Missouri Botanical Garden to convene,

connect, facilitate and propel efforts forward. 

Collaborative efforts taking shape in…

Strategic

planning,

development,

& leadership

Public

awareness,

engagement,

& education

Research

& data

gathering

Biodiversity 

restoration 

action

projects

Economic

& policy 

incentives & 

opportunities



VISION: More people connected to nature in their everyday lives.

MISSION: To cultivate connections and solutions across 

the greater St. Louis eco-region that enhance nature in 

ways that improve quality of life for all. 

Community-wide network of more than 100 organizations 

working together to enhance nature in ways that improve health 

and well-being, increase native biodiversity, and ensure a more 

resilient, thriving St. Louis eco-region for generations to come. 

non-profit organizations        government agencies       municipalities

universities        corporations        teachers/schools/districts        citizens/other

BiodiverseCity St. Louis



BiodiverseCity St. Louis in Action

Join BiodiverseCity St. Louis and Take the Pledge!

Milestones:

� Stakeholder Summit – May 2013
- 100+ organizations engaged

� Green Business Challenge 
- Better Business Through Biodiversity

� Community Presentations & Speaker Series
- Wild Ideas Worth Sharing

� Monthly E- News
- Partner events and achievements
- Species and Map of the month

� Intelligence Gathering
- Chicago Wilderness; Heartland Conservancy
- Metropolitan Greenspace Alliance, etc.

� Working Groups plus
- Core BDV STL Development Team
- City of St. Louis & MDC

� Website: www.BiodiverseCitySTL.org
� Email: BiodiverseCitySTL@mobot.org



2015 Priorities 

1. Baseline assessment and 
measures of success

2. Broad-based public awareness 
and engagement

3. Capacity-building 
• Schools & Universities
• Corporate Campuses
• Municipalities

4. Ecological restoration and 
enhancement

• Parcel/school
• Neighborhood
• Multi-municipality/watershed
• Region 



Parcel Scale                                                                                Eco-Region Scale

Home/lot             Block                 Street                Neighborhood             Community            Region

St. Louis Combined Statistical Area
City of St. Louis + 16 counties

Urban, suburban, rural

2.9 million people 

9,100 square miles



a citizen action project of BiodiverseCity St. Louis

To launch in May 2015…




