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1. We love plants. In truth, we are obsessed with them.  
This obsession runs deep and spans the globe.   

  

2. Our greater St. Louis eco-region is like none other.                                            
It deserves more love.  We’re working on that.  

 

3. Every single one of us is – or can be – a citizen steward. 
Together, we can transform landscapes and lives.   



1. Plants are way cool. We love them.  
  



…In truth, we are obsessed 
with plants.  
  

 Exploration and discovery 
 Classification and systematics  
 Plant diversity and distributions 
 Documentation of baseline diversity 
 Understanding reproductive biology 
 Understanding genetic diversity 
 Databases  
 Living collections management  
 In-situ conservation 
 Ex-situ conservation 
 Endangered species reintroduction  
 Seed banking 
 Ecological restoration 
 Climate change research and modeling 
 Economic and ethno-botany 
 Conservation genetics 
 Identifying conservation priorities 
 Global partnerships and collaborations  
 Community capacity-building  
 Implementing conservation action to save species and 

ecosystems 

 

 The Missouri Botanical Garden 
is one of just a handful of 
entities on the planet working 
on the front lines to discover, 
document, and conserve life on 
Earth, specifically plants, 
before it’s too late.  
 

 
 But this work on its own isn’t 

enough.  Masses and masses of 
people must start shifting their 
choices, decisions, lifestyles, 
habits, priorities, roles, and 
responsibilities as citizens of 
the world, and quickly.  

 
 The Garden and its sites in      

St. Louis and around the world 
share the extraordinary world 
of plants with millions of 
people each year through 
experiences designed to 
engage, educate, and inspire.     

 







1. Plants are way cool. We love them. In truth, we are obsessed with them.   
  

2. Our greater St. Louis eco-region is like 
none other. It deserves more love.  
We’re working on that.  

 

3. Every single one of us is – or can be – a citizen steward. Together, we can 
transform landscapes and lives.   



 

Plants and the life they 
support in St. Louis 



www.mobot.org/meetmeoutdoors 





St. Louis Combined Statistical Area 
City of St. Louis + 16 counties 

Urban, suburban, rural 
2.9 million people  

9,100 square miles 

 

Our Greater St. Louis Eco-region  



We know biodiversity lives here…  



…and here… 



…and not so much here… 



…but increasingly, here…. 



…and in these fantastic places… 

New York City           Vitoria Gasteiz, Spain             Seoul, South Korea  

Wellington, New Zealand          Singapore              Portland, Oregon 

 



 VISION: More people connected to nature in their everyday lives.  

  

MISSION: To cultivate connections and solutions across 
the greater St. Louis eco-region that enhance nature in 
ways that improve quality of life for all.  

Community-wide network of more than 100 organizations 
working together to enhance nature in ways that improve health 
and well-being, increase native biodiversity, and ensure a more 
resilient, thriving St. Louis eco-region for generations to come.  

non-profit organizations        government agencies       municipalities 
universities        corporations        teachers/schools/districts        citizens/other 

BiodiverseCity St. Louis 



Parcel Scale                                                                                Eco-Region Scale 

Home/lot             Block                 Street                Neighborhood             Community            Region 

St. Louis Combined Statistical Area 
City of St. Louis + 16 counties 

Urban, suburban, rural 
2.9 million people  

9,100 square miles 

 



BiodiverseCitySTL | Signature programs 

• Honeysuckle Sweep for Healthy Habitat | Spring & Fall citizen 
stewardship project for all ages 

 

• Wild Ideas Worth Sharing | speaker series, monthly E-News 
 

• Tales & Trails | summer reading program 
 

•  St. Louis Green Teen Alliance | urban youth jobs in the great outdoors  
 
 



In partnership with: Open Space Council of St. Louis, 
Missouri Department of Conservation, St. Louis City & 
County Parks, St. Louis Audubon Society, Greenway 
Network, Great Rivers Greenway, Webster Groves Nature 
Study Society, Shaw Nature Reserve 

Honeysuckle Sweep | By the numbers…  

Spring & Fall 2016:  
 # of locations - 25 
 Volunteers - 613 
 Space cleared – 15 acres 
 

Spring 2017 
 # of locations - 9 
 Volunteers - 441 
 Space cleared – 14 acres 
 Approx. # of plants removed: 200,000 
 

Fall 2017 | October 28- November 12 
 



Wild Ideas Worth Sharing  

 Annual speaker series 
 

 Held in collaboration with Academy 
of Science St. Louis 
 

 Opportunities to network, learn, 
and envision a more biodiverse              
St. Louis region and world 
 

 Diversity of people share stories 
and insights from real-world 
projects happening in the region 
and around the world, and 
challenge us to wildly rethink how 
we live, work and play 
 

 Free food & drinks!  
 
 

2017 events: 
 

May 24  
Meet Me Outdoors | multi-cultural 
connections & opportunities 
 

July 25 
Visualizing Biodiversity | how science, 
art, and imagination create change 
 

September 12 
Landscape performance series | 
making the case for sustainable 
landscapes 
 

November 2  
The Soil Web of Life  
 
  



Tales & Trails | summer reading program  

2017 events: 
 

 
   Read cool nature-inspired books 

 

 Take your books outdoors and            
go have an adventure 
 

 Keep a journal of your experiences 
 

 Earn cool stuff!  
 
 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/
http://www.greatriversgreenway.org/
http://mdc.mo.gov/
http://www.slcl.org/
http://www.stlouisco.com/parksandrecreation
http://www.slpl.org/index.asp
http://www.ymca.net/


St. Louis Green Teen Alliance  

The backstory: The St. Louis Green Teen Alliance began in 2014, when a few local 
environmental organizations began hiring teens for the summer. We started 
meeting to share ideas about how to engage youth in our farms, forests, and 
fields, and decided that if we were all working toward the same goal, we might as 
well combine our resources and do it together. The Alliance was born!  

Alliance organizations:  
EarthDance Farms 
Forest Park Forever 
Gateway Greening 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
Seeds of Hope Farm 
Tyson Research Center 
 

 
Supporting partners: 
STL Youth Jobs 
St. Louis Public Schools 
University of Missouri- St Louis 
Washington University,  
 The Brown School 
City of St. Louis 
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
 

 
Shared values: 
 WE TRANSFORM PUBLIC 

LANDS AND WATERWAYS. 
 WE PAY WAGES. 
 WE'RE IN IT FOR THE LONG 

HAUL. 
 WE ARE TRAVELING ALONG 

THE PATH TO RACIAL EQUITY. 



• Urban planner  
• Ecologist 
• Conservation biologist 
• Forester/arborist 
• Botanist/horticulturist 
• Urban farmer  
• Landscape designer 
• Landscape architect 
• Civic engineer 
• Environmental engineer 
• Surveyer 
• Information Technology specialist 
• GIS specialist 
• Social scientist 
• Public policy specialist 
• Environmental educator 
• Journalist 

St. Louis Green Teen Alliance | college & career pathways  

• Digital media producer  
• Non-profit conservation specialist 
• Municipal/city government leader 
• State/federal government leader 
• Natural resource manager  
• Statistician 
• Environmental lawyer 
• Others…!!  



St. Louis Green Teen Alliance  

Q: What do you want to learn more about next?  



1. Plants are way cool. We love them. In truth, we are obsessed with them.   
  

2.   Our greater St. Louis eco-region is like none other. It deserves more love. 
We’re working on that.   

 

3. Every single one of us is – or can be – 
a citizen steward. Together, we can 
transform landscapes and lives.   



 

In what ways could the landscapes around us… 
 

 Enable more life to survive and thrive?  
 

Transform our neighborhoods into more livable, 
vibrant, and resilient communities?  

 

Improve our health and happiness?  
 

Improve quality of life for all?  
 

 
 

   



Group Purpose/Objectives To what extent are our landscapes… 

 

  Providing the four basic wildlife needs? 
- Food  (berries, grain, seeds) 
- Water (bird baths, ponds, streams) 
- Shelter  (trees, shrubs, grasses, flowering 

plants, rock piles) 
- Space (corridors, territories, open space) 

 

 Home to invasive species?  
 

 Costing a lot to maintain? 
 

 Serving as outdoor learning labs and 
stewardship sites?  

 
 



Are we designing/thinking in layers?  



Or is this what our yards look like?  



Are our landscapes contributing to the                             
local food web all season long ? 

 

bloom/nectar timing 

 

bloodroot 

wild columbine 

wild geranium 

zigzag 
goldenrod 

large-leafed aster 

M          A          M         J          J         A         S       O        N  



What’s the story behind our landscapes?  

Ecosystem Gardening/Ecological Landscape Design Approach 

Credit: Douglas Tallamy 



Consider plant choices… 

 

What forms of life are we supporting?  

Credit: Douglas Tallamy 



Why?????  



How can our daily lives, hobbies, lifestyles, 
interests and passions embrace the living world?  



Can we plan and plant 
with more intention in 
our yards, parks, 
campuses, and 
community gardens to 
welcome pollinators?   



What if every teacher 
in the greater St. Louis 
region is using their 
local outdoors as year-
round, experiential 
learning labs and 
stewardship sites?  



Should  
leafy, green,  
nature-rich 
neighborhoods 
be a civic right?  
 
 



How can we envision 
and enable nature-
rich neighborhoods 
for all?  
  
What set of measures 
could define a 
biodiverse St. Louis 
eco-region?  



 

What would happen 
if we brought 
together  
municipalities, urban 
planners, architects, 
ecologists, and 
designers?  
  
 

 
  



 

Imagine if we had named 
wildlife corridors that 
spanned multiple 
municipalities… 
 
  What if everyone knew and 
identified themselves by 
their watershed?  
By their eco-region?  

What if citizens of all ages, 
backgrounds, abilities, 
races, religions, 
perspectives, and 
affiliations shared a deep 
love for nature?   
  



Who will step up?  



Can we bottle this?  

 



“No tract of land is too small for the wilderness idea.” ~ Aldo Leopold 



A few of our favorite go-to resources… 

BiodiverseCitySTL | Nature in our neighborhoods 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability/sustainability/biodiversecity-st.-louis/nature-in-our-
neighborhoods.aspx 
 

Missouri Botanical Garden | “10 ways to Add Biodiversity to Your Garden” 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-
tips-resources/visual-guides/adding-biodiversity-to-your-garden.aspx 
 

Shaw Nature Reserve | Native Plant School  
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve/gardens-gardening-at-
shaw-nature-reserve/native-landscaping-for-the-home-gardener/native-plant-school.aspx 

 

Butterfly House | Project Pollinator  
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/butterfly-house/learn-discover-at-the-
butterfly-house-/project-pollinator.aspx 
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VISUALIZING  
BIODIVERSITY                 
FOR A BETTER WORLD 

Day 3 
8:30 – 10:30 a.m. Tower Grove Park 
11 a.m. – 3:3o p.m. Monsanto Center   

• Biocube experience (video from: https://qrius.si.edu/biocube) 
 

 
 

https://qrius.si.edu/biocube
https://cfvod.kaltura.com/pd/p/347381/sp/34738100/serveFlavor/entryId/1_9rjw7u51/v/1/flavorId/1_x9x41s2x/fileName/Biocube:_Intro_2.mp4/name/a.mp4
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