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 SNR—Shaw Nature Reserve
 BH—Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House
 CBEC—Commerce Bank Center for Science Education
 Offsite—check class listing for address

And you thought you were just signing up for a fun class. 
Whether you visit our family of St. Louis area attractions with family and 
friends, enjoy membership in our organization, take one of our classes, 
or experience a special event, you’re helping save at-risk species and 
protect habitats close to home and around the world. 

On behalf of the Missouri Botanical Garden and our one shared 
planet…thank you. 

To discover and share knowledge about plants and their 
environment in order to preserve and enrich life.

—mission of the Missouri Botanical Garden

© 2015 Missouri Botanical Garden. Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper.  
Cover photo by David Lampe. Inside Photos by Flannery Allison, Kat Douglas, Christopher Gibbons, 
Rebecca Hensiek, Tom Incrocci, Jonathon Knobelock, Sonya Lalla, Cindy Lancaster, Lindsay Moser,  
JJ Mueller, Josh Nezam, and Mary Lou Olson.

Offered for a diversity of learners, from young explorers to budding enthusiasts to skilled 
gardeners, our courses have been expertly designed to educate, inspire, and enrich. Most 
importantly, they are intended to strengthen the connections each of us has with the natural world 
and all its wonders. Come grow with us!

LANTERN-INSPIRED CLASSES 3
ADULT CLASSES  4
Day Trips  4
DIY Crafts  5
Fine Arts  8
Photography  10
Food and Cooking  15
 Cultural Inspirations  15
 Plant-Inspired Meals and Ideas  16
Gardening and Landscaping  19
 Cultural Gardens  21
 Edible Gardening  22
 Gardening Best Practices  23

In spirit of the 2015 Lantern Festival: Magic 
Reimagined, we have added some new classes 
to deepen your understanding of lanterns and the 
Chinese culture. Look for these classes:

 Gardening for Biodiversity  27
 Landscape Design Ideas  29
Green Living  31
Guided Walks and Tours  33
Health and Wellness  36
Nature Study  38
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES ADULT, YOUTH 
and FAMILY  41
Overnight Programs  45
YOUTH AND FAMILY  46
  Ages 6 and under  46
  Family Programming  49
  Special Events  56

LANTERN-INSPIRED 
CLASSES

Behind the Scenes: Lantern Festival in Progress  33

Behind the Scenes: Chinese Garden  34

Night Magic Lantern Festival Photography  11

Wok and Talk Part I: Northern Chinese Dishes  15 

Wok and Talk Part II: Cantonese Style Dishes  16 

Exotic Chocolate  17

Gardens and Temples of Xiamen, Fujian Province  21 

From Shanghai to Yunnan: Garden Travels in China  21 

Penjing: Creating a Chinese Miniature Landscape  21

The Mythology Behind the Lanterns  35 

DIY: Wine Bottle Lantern  8 

Garden Buds Spring: Exploring the Chinese Garden  48 

Garden Buds Summer: Journey to China  49
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Shaw Nature Reserve pass holders receive member rate for all Nature Reserve classes.

Trees and Monuments: Bellefontaine 
Cemetery Tour (Offsite)
This amazing bus tour, guided by 
horticulturist Kyle Cheesborough, 
highlights champion trees, symbolic flora, 
and gorgeous mausoleums of famous 
St. Louisans. Celebrate Arbor Day by 
planting native trees and help shape the 
cemetery’s landscape for the future. Look 
for the plant imagery all around: laurel 
wreaths, acanthus leaves, and fleur-de-
lis. Learn their meaning as you hear the 
stories of those people that shaped St. 
Louis as you tour the cemetery. 
Saturday, April 25
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
$40 members; $48 nonmembers
Meet at Bellefontaine Cemetery
Kyle Cheesborough

Plants in the City: Vacant 
Lots Come Alive in Historic 
Neighborhoods (Offsite)
Projects popping up in Old North St. 
Louis are bringing life back to vacant 
lots throughout the area, including 
one between the City of St. Louis and 
Washington University that transformed 
a vacant lot into a community asset that 
advances sustainability. Richard Reilly, 
the Sunflower+ Project team leader 
and a Garden staffer, will meet you on 
the project site for a guided tour. Learn 
about a historic neighborhood in a 
state of positive transition, land use and 
reutilization in the city, and creative land 
use strategies that give these empty lots 
new meaning. We’ll even finish up with a 
milkshake from Crown Candy! What could 
be better? 
Saturday, May 2
10 a.m. to noon
$30 members; $35 nonmembers
Meet at Sunflower+ Project Site at 
1318 Warren, St. Louis, MO 63106
Richard Reilly

Glorious Grapes: A 
Gardener’s Tour of a 
Missouri Vineyard (Offsite)
Enjoy a tour of Noboleis Vineyards in 
Augusta with winemaker Brandon Dixon 
and vineyard manager Fred Dressel. The 
tour focuses on the challenges of growing 
wine grapes in the Midwest and how to 
face them including site selection, wine 
grape variety selection, trellis options, 
disease management, pest management, 
weeds and cover crop management, 
and winter pruning. Taste a selection of 
Noboleis’ 19+ wines and enjoy a seasonal 
lunch, including one glass of wine. 
Saturday, May 9
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$88 members; $105 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Visitor Center ticket 
counter (bus transport provided)
Brandon Dixon and Fred Dressel

Field Trip: Where is Away? 
Composting at St. Louis 
Composting, Inc. (CBEC)
Join us as we visit one of the area’s largest 
commercial composting facilities in this 
exciting new field trip opportunity! We will 
take a trip across the river to St. Louis 
Composting’s Belleville facility, tour giant 
wind rows, and discuss the importance 
of reducing landfill waste through 
composting. 
Saturday, May 16
9:30 a.m. to noon
$42 members; $50 nonmembers
Meet in Commerce Bank Education 
Center Lobby (bus transport provided)
Katherine Golden

ADULTCLASSES Exploring the  
City: Water (CBEC)
Have you ever wondered what happens 
to all the water that goes down the drain? 
Now’s your chance to find out! We will tour 
the Metropolitan Sewer District’s Lemay 
Plant and see what happens to the city’s 
wastewater. This plant is one of MSD’s 
seven treatment facilities in the St. Louis 
area, serving 500,000 people per year. 
Come look behind the scenes at a plant 
that operates 24/7 to keep the area’s 
water safe! Then we’ll stop by the City’s 
household hazardous waste collection 
facility and learn how you can help keep 
the watershed safe! 
Tuesday, June 9
4:30 to 7 p.m.
$42 members; $50 nonmembers
Meet in Commerce Bank Center for 
Science Education Center Lobby 
(bus transport provided)
Katherine Golden and Guests

NEW!

Basket Making (SNR)
Create your own basket with basic 
weaving techniques using natural 
materials. In mid-February you will be 
contacted by email or mail to make a 
choice between making a gathering, wine, 
berry, or Cherokee heart basket. Please 
bring a sack lunch. A materials list will be 
provided at registration. 
Saturday, March 14
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Linda Brown

Basket Making: Chair-
side Basket (CBEC)
This spring, replace a plastic bag with 
a nice chair-side basket that will last 
you many years. This beginning class 
will introduce you to the ins and outs of 
weaving with Stephanie Arnold’s easy-to-
follow directions. All weaving materials 
supplied. A tool list will be provided at 
registration. 
Saturday, March 21
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$68 members; $82 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Center for Science 
Education, Room 125
Stephanie Arnold

DAY TRIPS

DIYCRAFTS

NEW!
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Goat Milk Soap Making 
Workshop (SNR)
Did you know that goat milk soap is a 
natural moisturizer? Learn to make your 
own soap using goat milk, lye, vegetable 
oils, and essential oils in this hands-on 
workshop. The milk is 100% farm fresh 
from Debbie’s own goats. The goats are 
also free from steroids and other feed 
additives. Each participant will receive 
a bar of soap. Other soaps, lotions, 
butters, and lip balms will be available for 
purchase.
Sunday, March 8
1 to 4 p.m. 
$24 members; $30 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Debbie Stanley

Basket Making: Mini-Garden 
Patch Basket (MBG)
Take the mini-garden patch home with 
this square-to-round basket this spring. 
Several fun elements are incorporated 
including a wire and wood handle and 
a spot of green on the rim. All weaving 
materials supplied, including a take-home 
kit with added wood buttons and fabric 
embellishments. Some hand strength 
needed. A materials list will be provided at 
registration. 
Saturday, April 18
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
$53 members; $64 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Stephanie Arnold

Lavender Wreath (MBG)
Lavender fragrance will surround you 
when you construct your own lavender 
wreath. Deborah will bring her locally 
grown dried lavender to make these 
fabulous circles on a 6” grapevine wreath 
base, simply decorated with a pretty 
bow. As you make your wreath, she will 
share tips on what lavenders dry well and 
the best time to pick them. All supplies 
provided. 
Saturday, March 28
10 a.m. to noon
$58 members; $68 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Deborah Nathe

Garden Tea Party 
Centerpiece (MBG)
Choose from vintage teacups, teapots, 
sugar bowls, and creamers and our 
assortment of tiny plants to design a 
centerpiece for your next Downton Abbey 
viewing party or a sweet windowsill 
planter! Tea and biscuits will be served. All 
supplies provided.
Wednesday, May 6
6 to 8 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers
Beaumont Room 
Amy McQueen

3D Needle Felting (MBG)
Needle felting is a simple, creative 
technique where roving—soft strands of 
wool or fiber—is applied to a backing by 
puncturing it repeatedly with a specially 
barbed needle tool. Needle felting can 
be used to embellish clothing, make 
accessories, or create three-dimensional 
pieces that stand on their own. In this 
session you will be creating a nature-
inspired piece that honors the biodiversity 
of our gardens. All supplies provided.
Monday, May 11
6 to 9 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Garden Room
Suzanne Hirth

Garden Clay Mask (MBG)
Inspired by green man faces you see 
when traveling throughout ornamental 
gardens, create your own garden mask in 
terracotta clay. Learn the basic techniques 
to build texture and create facial features 
to make your own mask as unique as your 
garden. Clay masks will be fired offsite 
and returned to the Center for Home 
Gardening for pick-up on or after June 3. 
All supplies provided.
Monday, May 18
7 to 9 p.m.
$38 members; $46 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mary Henderson

DIY: Mosaic Stepping Stone (MBG)
Make a beautiful mosaic glass stepping 
stone for your garden. Using colors and 
design of your choice, you will learn each 
of the steps from the design and layout of 
the glass to pouring the concrete. Create 
a one-of-a-kind garden ornament to be 
admired for years to come! All supplies 
provided.
Monday, June 1
6 to 9 p.m.
$82 members; $98 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Theresa Hitchcock, Perennial

Treasures from 
the Hive (MBG)
Calling all queen bees! Maybe you’ve 
dabbled around with beeswax in the past: 
lip balms or perhaps beeswax candles, 
but the craft has gotten trendier in the past 
few years. From apothecary to pantry, join 
us as we learn new ways to use honey as 
well as beeswax to delight all five senses.
Monday, June 8
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Holly Berthold

Creating a Pollinator Habitat: 
Insect Hotels (MBG)
As urban sprawl continues, pollinator 
habitats can help the bird and beneficial 
insect populations! Learn to use readily 
available found objects to create a 
beautiful insect hotel in your garden. 
Theresa will teach you the best techniques 
to work with different materials to build a 
unique garden sculpture that doubles as a 
pollinator home! All supplies provided.
Monday, June 15
7 to 9 p.m.
$43 members; $52 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Theresa Hitchcock, Perennial

NEW!

NEW!

NEW! DIY: Handmade Garden 
Marker (MBG)
Get ready for your spring garden to bloom 
with handmade garden markers! Join 
Jenny Murphy from Perennial to learn a 
handful of simple designs and leave with 
a set of markers for your beds. You’ll craft 
these tiny labels from upcycled materials 
ranging from soda cans to reclaimed 
wood to salvaged silverware. All supplies 
provided.
Tuesday, March 24
6:30 to 8 p.m.
$26 members; $31 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Jenny Murphy, Perennial

Discovering Kokedama (MBG)
No room for a hanging basket garden? 
Learn to make a mini moss and plant 
garden, based on a traditional Japanese 
technique, and start a new tradition 
indoors. Make and take a simple yet 
elegant string garden for yourself or as a 
gift! All plants and supplies provided. 
Monday, April 6
6 to 8 p.m.
$35 members; $42 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Suzanne Hirth

ScrapPoint Flowers (MBG)
Combine an old needlework technique, 
needlepoint, with upcycled materials and 
fabric scraps, and create a rustic botanical 
tapestry. Fiber artist Suzanne Hirth will 
show you how to needlepoint with fabric 
strips and other fibers to create a floral 
design that keeps your home blooming 
year round. All supplies provided.
Saturday, April 25
10 a.m. to noon
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Suzan Hirth
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Watercolor in Bloom (MBG)
For all levels. Using the free-flowing, 
spontaneous nature of watercolor, 
translate the beauty of spring into 
expressive, vibrant, and colorful paintings. 
Techniques include painting wet into 
wet, glazing, and negative and positive 
shape making. Have fun while you learn 
to make “painterly” paintings through 
design and the use of decisive, expressive 
brushstrokes. A materials list will be 
provided at registration. 
8 Fridays: March 6, 13, 20, 27; April 3, 10, 17, 24
9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Judy Seyfert

DIY: Wine Bottle 
Lantern (MBG)
Ever wonder how to safely cut a wine 
bottle for crafts? Instructor Theresa 
Hitchcock of Perennial will teach you how 
and help you create a unique wine bottle 
lantern, inspired by Lantern Festival: Magic 
Reimagined. Leave with a tool to cut as 
many wine bottles as your heart desires, 
and a beautiful lantern for your home or 
garden. All supplies provided.
Monday, July 20
7 to 9 p.m.
$43 members; $52 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Theresa Hitchcock, Perennial

Magic of Watercolor (MBG)
For beginner to intermediate levels. 
Paint, have fun, and learn more about 
watercolor than you thought possible. 
Through demonstrations and exercises in 
composition, the expressive use of color, 
and pigment applications, students will 
learn the art of well-planned yet seemingly 
“spontaneous” watercolors. Take your 
inspiration and make it into original 
paintings. Studio class. A materials list will 
be provided at registration. 
6 Mondays: March 9, 16, 23, 30; April 6, 13
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$135 members; $162 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Judy Seyfert

Watercolor: Pure and Simple (MBG)
For all levels. Everywhere we look there 
is inspiration for a painting. Getting 
from the inspiration to a finished 
painting is a wonderful journey. Using 
group and individual instruction, learn 
how to use color and design to paint 
impressive watercolors that encourage 
self expression and experimentation. 
A materials list will be provided at 
registration. 
6 Saturdays: April 11, 18, 25; May, 2, 9, 16
9:30 a.m. to noon
$135 members; $162 nonmembers
Garden Room
Judy Seyfert

The Garden in Watercolor (MBG)
For all levels. Capture the beauty of 
the Garden in watercolor while learning 
new techniques and composition skills. 
Through demonstrations and critiques, 
you will receive individual and group 
instruction outdoors when weather 
permits. A materials list will be provided at 
registration. 
8 Tuesdays: May 5, 12, 19, 26; June 2, 9, 16, 23
9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mary Dee Schmidt

Introduction to Oil Painting (MBG)
For all levels. Vibrant colors, easily 
changed, following the footsteps of 
masters—these are all descriptions used 
for painting in oils. Artist Tito Gay shows 
you the ins and outs of oil painting. Learn 
about line, brush strokes, color mixing, 
and composition in the most beautiful 
Garden in the world. A materials list will be 
provided at registration. 
4 Thursdays: May 7, 14, 21, 28
9:30 a.m. to noon
$108 members; $130 nonmembers
Garden Room
Tito Gay

Why Sketch? (MBG)
For beginner and intermediate levels. 
Capture the beauty in nature on paper and 
learn to sketch what you see in the Garden 
while walking through the seasonal 
splendor. Build basic skills through 
demonstrations and individual instruction 
as you develop a sense of observation and 
awareness of the natural, wondrous world 
around you. In event of inclement weather, 
the class will sketch from live plant still-
lifes in the classroom. A materials list will 
be provided at registration. 
Spring:
8 Wednesdays: April 1, 8, 15, 22; May 
6, 13, 20, 27; No class on April 29
9:30 a.m. to noon
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jaclyn Lawson

Summer:
4 Wednesdays: June 3, 10, 17, 24
9:30 a.m. to noon
$110 members; $132 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jaclyn Lawson

FINEARTS

Gardens in Miniature: Fairy 
Gardening (MBG)
Welcome to the world of fairy gardening! 
Learn the basics of miniature gardening 
including plant selection, creative 
container ideas, and the endless 
miniatures available from fairies to 
furniture. Let your imagination be your 
guide as you create a magical miniature 
garden of your own. All supplies provided.
Tuesday, July 28
7 to 9 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Sharon Lloyd

NEW!
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Creating a Stronger Image (MBG)
Images are everywhere, but how do 
you make your photography stand 
out? Throughout this multi-session, 
hands-on course we will increase your 
understanding of composition, lighting, 
and exposure compensation and then 
apply them in the field. Participants should 
have a basic knowledge of the camera and 
its key functions.
2 Tuesdays: March 31; April 
7 Photo shoot in class
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
$84 members; $100 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Scott Avetta

Ten Tips to Better 
Photography (MBG)
Simple tips with dramatic results. Scott 
Avetta will show you what to include and 
exclude when composing an image to 
go from WHAT to WOW. He will touch on 
composition, lighting, color, and more. 
These tips can be applied to every type 
of photography. From point and shoot 
to digital, this introductory class will 
focus on some easy tips to improve your 
photography.
Saturday, March 14
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Scott Avetta

Simplify Your Camera (MBG)
Tired of going through extensive menus, 
confusing manuals, and not understanding 
where to start? We will simplify your life 
by explaining the key functions on your 
camera, why they are important, and 
how to use them to your advantage. 
Throughout this multi-session, hands-on 
course we will discuss camera settings, 
ISO settings, white balance, and a few 
other critical features. Participants should 
bring a camera and manual to the classes. 
2 Tuesdays: March 17, 24
9:30 a.m. to noon
$56 members; $67 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Scott Avetta

2 Wednesdays: March 18, 25
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$56 members; $67 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Photographing the  
Japanese Garden (MBG)
Throughout this multi-session, hands-on 
class we will concentrate on the Japanese 
Garden during the spring season. 
Increase your understanding of lighting, 
composition, and exposure compensation 
and apply them in the field. We will see 
what a difference a week can make in a 
subject and the importance of returning 
to an area. Participants should have a 
basic understanding of the camera and its 
key features. To learn camera knowledge 
consider taking Simplify Your Camera.
2 Tuesdays: April 14, 21
9:30 a.m. to noon
$56 members; $67 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes: Close-
Ups in the Climatron (MBG)
Get special evening access to the 
Climatron with a small group of 
photographers. We will spend part of 
our time in the classroom discussing the 
key elements of close-up photography, 
camera settings, and subject selection. 
Then we will apply those elements to the 
limitless subjects inside the Climatron. A 
tripod and remote or cable release will be 
helpful.
2 Wednesdays: April 15, 22 
5:30 to 8 p.m.
$56 members; $67 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes: Teahouse 
Island Photography (MBG)
Get rare access to this special non-
public space where we will photograph 
the neutral tone and simple beauty of 
Nakajima, or Teahouse Island, and its 
limitless patterns and shapes. Slow down, 
relax the mind, and see what is in front of 
you. The creative possibilities are endless. 
As the light changes so do the images. 
Space and gear will be limited for this 
special place! Tripods allowed.
Tuesday, May 19
9:30 a.m. to noon
$52 members; $62 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Scott Avetta

Night Magic Lantern  
Festival Photography (MBG)
Capture the color and magic of the 
Lantern Festival in the evening at its most 
stunning lumination. With tips and tricks 
from your professional photography 
instructor, you will take wonderful photos 
of the night sky filled with symbol and 
culture. Class fees include admission to 
the festival as well class instruction and 
outdoor photo shoot.
Thursday, June 11 or Thursday, June 25 
or Sunday, June 28 or Thursday, July 9
7 to 9:30 p.m.
$58 members; $70 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Scott Avetta

Summer Photography: 
Daylilies (MBG)
Get special access to early morning 
light and limited crowds to photograph 
daylilies. We will discuss a variety of ways 
to get better botanical images, from wide 
angle to close ups. You will learn tips in 
the field on what to look for in an image 
and how to best use the light available. 
The use of reflectors and diffusers will be 
discussed, but not needed. Participants 
should have a basic understanding of their 
camera.
Tuesday, June 30
9:30 a.m. to noon
$40 members; $48 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Scott Avetta

PHOTOGRAPHY NEW!
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!



1312 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

DAY
TR

IPS

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / PH

OTO
G

R
A

PY

Butterfly House Photography 
Series (BH) 
The following photography classes are 
held at the Butterfly House and provide 
rare access with professional assistance 
using a tripod in the tropical conservatory. 
All classes meet at Butterfly House front 
desk. Participants should have a basic 
understanding of their camera’s features.
Instructor: Scott Avetta

Behind the Scenes: March 
Morpho Mania Photography 
This class will offer the special privilege 
of taking photographs during March 
Morpho Mania at a time when the Butterfly 
House is closed to the public. More 
than 2,000 blue morpho butterflies fill 
our tropical conservatory, and you will 
learn professional tips to capture these 
gorgeous animals.
Monday, March 23
9:30 a.m. to noon
or Monday, March 30
4 to 6:30 p.m.
$40 members; $50 nonmembers

Introduction to  
Close-Up Photography 
Get exclusive access to the Butterfly 
House with a small group of 
photographers. Starting in the classroom, 
professional photographer Scott Avetta 
will discuss camera settings and offer 
some recommendations on light, 
backgrounds, and how they relate to 
subject selection. We will then apply those 
elements while photographing the limitless 
subjects inside the Butterfly House. A 
tripod and remote or cable release will be 
helpful. A macro lens is not required.
2 Mondays: April 6, 13
9:30 a.m. to noon
$70 members; $84 nonmembers

Shaw Photography Series (SNR)
The following classes are held at Shaw 
Nature Reserve and offer a unique 
experience in the world of photography 
for all levels (except where noted). 
Participants must have working 
knowledge of personal camera.

Light and Discovery
Join local photographer Dan Dreyfus 
in an exploration and hands-on photo 
workshop. Increase your understanding 
of the principles of light and the impact 
that quality, direction, and color of light 
have on your photographs. Learn how 
cross light and shadow can accentuate 
the texture of the oak’s bark and how 
backlight can transform a seedpod into a 
halo of delicate patterns. You’ll see how 
the color of light can increase the power 
of your images. After a presentation and 
discussion of images, participants will 
venture into the field to discover ways to 
strengthen their own photographs through 
an increased understanding of light and 
shadow. Lunch is provided.
Saturday, March 28
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$120 members; $142 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Dan Dreyfus

Mastering Cellphone 
Photography
The most popular camera on the planet 
isn’t really a camera, it’s a cellphone. 
The explosive growth of cellphone 
photography means that almost all of 
us now have a convenient and easy-to-
use camera in our pockets at all times. 
Cellphone photography has rapidly 
become a fixture in our daily lives as more 
and more images are being taken and 
shared using mobile technology. Add to 
that the plethora of photo enhancement 
and photo sharing apps available for the 
iPhone and Android platforms, and the 
options for on-the-go photo creativity are 
almost unlimited. Join local photographer 
Jeff Hirsch for a 1-day workshop designed 
to get the best-looking images out of your 
phone’s built-in camera and discover 
some of the amazing things you can do 
with your cellphone photos. Lunch is 
provided.
Saturday, April 18
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$80 members; $96 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Jeff Hirsch

Photographing 
May Wildflowers
May brings a vast selection of subjects 
to Shaw Nature Reserve. We will find 
the areas of wildflowers that have 
the strongest potential in the glades, 
woodlands, and Whitmire Wildflower 
Garden. As a small group we will 
spend time in the field working on our 
photography and our vision, discussing 
subject choice, light, aperture, 
composition, and the importance of 
backgrounds. There are opportunities for 
every lens. Scott will provide one-on-one 
assistance in the field. On-time arrival is 
critical.
Saturday, May 16
7 to 11 a.m.
$55 members; $66 nonmembers
Carriage House
Scott Avetta

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / PH

OTO
G

R
A

PY

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Photographing Butterflies 
and Dragonflies 
The Butterfly House’s outdoor habitat is 
an oasis for native Missouri butterflies, 
dragonflies, and other beautiful insects. 
Join professional photographer Scott 
Avetta to learn tips and tricks for 
photographing insects in the wild. We will 
start with a brief classroom session and 
learn how the biology of these animals can 
help us approach them and get successful 
pictures. 
Wednesday, July 8
5:30 to 8 p.m.
$32 members; $39 nonmembers

Behind the Scenes—Paper Kite 
Butterfly Festival Photography 
Experience the unique privilege of 
taking photographs during the Paper 
Kite Butterfly Festival at a time when 
the Butterfly House is closed to the 
public. The striking paper kite butterfly 
is a fabulous photographic subject, 
and during this class you will be 
greeted by hundreds of these beautiful 
butterflies in our tropical conservatory.
Wednesday, August 12
5:30 to 8 p.m.
$40 members; $50 nonmembers

“Scott is great 
at demystifying 
today’s 
complex 
cameras 
and showing 
students the 
essential 
features.”
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The Essence of Street 
Photography in a Small 
Town Overnight
Join internationally recognized 
photographer Todd Weinstein for this 
unique overnight opportunity to examine 
and experiment with street photography. 
After an introduction to the historical 
and contemporary context of street 
photography, Todd will share his street 
work. Then travel as a group the short 
distance to downtown Washington to 
photograph the streets. As witness, the 
street photographer can define the mood 
and culture of the city at a particular 
time. Saturday evening, Todd will share 
a special presentation on his mentor and 
teacher, Ernst Haas. Some time Sunday 
morning will be spent exploring a variety of 
aesthetic issues such as the construction 
of an image, paying particular attention 
to the camera’s frame and how to best 
exploit the meaning inherent in the image. 
A group critique of shots taken the 
previous afternoon will close the program. 
Dormitory-style accommodations are in 
the beautiful historic lodges of the Dana 
Brown Center. All meals provided.
Saturday, June 13 to Sunday, June 14
9 a.m. Saturday to 1 p.m. Sunday
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Todd Weinstein

Sunrise Photography
Sunrises at Shaw Nature Reserve can 
be spectacular, whether rising over the 
beautiful tall grasses of the prairie or 
reflecting off the wetland pools! Join us 
for this self-guided special opportunity as 
we allow early (5:30 a.m.) access to parts 
of the Reserve allowing time for set-up 
before the sun rises. Enjoy a cup of coffee 
at the visitor center when you check in.
Wednesday, July 15
5:30 to 8:30 a.m.
Included with admission
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Self-guided

NEW!

NEW!

All cooking classes are demonstrations only unless otherwise noted. Chefs serve 
sample-sized portions of their recipes.

FOODANDCOOKING

CULTURAL I NSPIRATIONS

The Unofficial Downton 
Abbey Tea II (MBG)
Gorgeous costumes, a beautiful set, and a 
rapidly changing storyline, Downton Abbey 
has enraptured us all! Englishwoman Jane 
Muscroft of Queen’s Cuisine will delight 
us in demonstrating how to prepare a 
selection of finger sandwiches, scones 
with clotted cream, pasties, and desserts 
as enjoyed in Edwardian Britain. Whether 
you fancy yourself the Earl of Grantham 
or Lady Mary, you’ll adore sampling these 
tasty treats. Do as the Dowager Countess 
says, and take this class! After all, she’s 
never wrong.
Tuesday, March 10 or Wednesday, 
March 18 or Wednesday, March 25
10 a.m. to noon
$40 members; $48 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jane Muscroft, Queen’s Cuisine

If you like this class you will love Garden 
Tea Party! (page 7)

Strange Name, Great Taste II (MBG)
Cock-a-leekie soup, jacket potato, 
Knickerbocker glory?! British cuisine is 
chock full of odd titles that provoke fits 
of giggling…But what exactly are these 
linguistic delights? And how can you make 
them to serve to your family and friends? 
British chef Jane Muscroft of Queen’s 
Cuisine demonstrates how to make these 
culinary treats and sample a bit before you 
go home ready to make them yourself!
Monday, April 20
10 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jane Muscroft, Queen’s Cuisine

Dine Like a Duchess (MBG)
Oooh la la! Queen’s Cuisine’s proprietor 
and chef extraordinaire Jane Muscroft 
treats you to an evening of charm and 
samples of a delightful menu fit for a duke 
or duchess! Salmon en croute, Normandy-
style boulangere potatoes, petit pois a la 
Français, and crème brulee. What more 
could you ask for on a Tuesday evening?
Tuesday, June 23
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Jane Muscroft, Queen’s Cuisine

Wok and Talk Part I: Northern 
Chinese Dishes (MBG)
Celebrate Chinese heritage and cuisine 
with Chinese-American chef Theresa Liu! 
Enjoy Northern Chinese dishes including 
Peking roasted duck, fried whole fish with 
sweet and sour sauce, ten-ingredient lo 
mein, and Mongolian fire pot. Then head 
out into the Garden and enjoy all of the 
sights and sounds of the Lantern Festival! 
Includes admission to the festival.
Saturday, May 30
4 to 6 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Theresa Liu

Dissecting Your Images:  
The Path to More Thoughtful 
and Meaningful Images
For intermediate to advanced 
photographers. This intense all-day 
workshop is all about what makes an 
image work. What moves them from 
ordinary to extraordinary? With over 45 
years of photographic experience, Stewart 
Halperin will help bring you toward more 
mindful compositions with talking, looking, 
and contemplation of images. There will 
be no shooting in this workshop. Each 
participant will be asked to submit 15 to 
20 images in advance that they feel really 
worked for them; not just good images 
but images that captured a decisive 
moment and made them stand out. We will 
discuss what makes a “decisive moment” 
photographically and view some images 
from the masters. Lunch is provided.
Saturday, August 15
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$150 members; $180 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Stewart Halperin

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Wok and Talk Part II: Cantonese Style Dishes (MBG)
Learn to make traditional Cantonese dishes the modern way including cashew chicken, 
sweet and sour pork, Cantonese BBQ spareribs, pineapple fried rice, and shrimp toast. 
Chinese-American chef Theresa Liu will explain how the weather, geography, and history 
affected regional cuisine. Then head out into the Garden and enjoy all of the sights and 
sounds of the Lantern Festival! Includes admission to the festival.
Saturday, July 18
4 to 6 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Theresa Liu

PLANT-INSPIRED MEALS AND IDEAS

Tea on the Terrace and Tour (SNR)
May is the perfect time to enjoy Shaw 
Nature Reserve’s beautiful Whitmire 
Wildflower Garden. A selection of teas 
and delectable desserts will be served 
on the Carriage House Terrace (weather 
permitting), which overlooks the wildflower 
garden. Tea will be followed by a guided 
tour of the wildflower garden.
Saturday, May 2
2 to 4 p.m.
$30 members; $36 nonmembers
Carriage House
Terri Brandt, Whitmire Wildflower 
Garden horticulturist

Get to Know Your Favorite 
Food: Chocolate—Field Trip to 
Kakao Chocolate (Offsite)
Discover not only where your chocolate 
comes from, but see (and smell) the 
actual process first-hand! We’ll meet at St. 
Louis-based Kakao Chocolate where head 
chocolatier Brian Pelletier will discuss 
the current practices and state of the 
chocolate industry, particularly relating 
to sustainability. Afterwards, we’ll tour 
the shop and finish with some hands-on 
chocolate fun!
Wednesday, March 25
7 to 9 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmember
Kakao Chocolate: 7272 Manchester 
Road, Maplewood, MO 63143
Brian Pelletier and Kim Petzing

Death by Chocolate: 
Playing with Fire (MBG)
Attention Chocolate Lovers: this class is 
not for the faint of heart! Brought back 
by popular demand, Kakao chocolatier 
Tori McCarty returns with torch in hand 
to create chocolate crème brulee, 
s’more cupcake, mouth-on-fire Mexican 
brownies, and a variety of truffles for you 
to taste. This class can’t be missed—it’s 
simply to die for!
Wednesday, April 1
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Tori McCarty, Kakao Chocolate

The History of Chocolate (MBG)
Calling all chocoholics! Learn about the 
history of chocolate, how this decadent 
treat is made, and the various types of 
chocolate. Numerous chocolates will be 
sampled throughout the program, plus you 
will receive treats to take home. For the 
true chocolate lover in everyone!
Tuesday, April 7
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Brian Pelletier and Kim Petzing

Exotic Chocolate (MBG)
Never boring and always 
irresistible, Brian Pelletier of Kakao 
Chocolate brings his usual wit and 
culinary skill to your favorite candy by 
adding his own special twist. Join him as 
he shares unique and unusual chocolate 
combinations designed to enlighten your 
taste buds! Enjoy chocolate infused with 
herbs, fruits, and spices inspired by the 
Lantern Festival.
Tuesday, June 16
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Brian Pelletier - Kakao Chocolate

Herbs: Make New 
Friends, But Keep 
the Old (MBG)
You know parsley, sage, rosemary, and 
thyme, but do you know about savory? It 
will be 2015’s “Herb of the Year.” Join the 
St. Louis Herb Society as they talk about 
old favorites, as well as some herbs that 
may be new to you. Class includes tips 
for planting, cooking, and decorating and 
delicious treats for you to sample!
Monday, April 13
9:30 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
St. Louis Herb Society

Waste-Free Gourmet Picnic (MBG)
Learn tricks of the trade to have a 
sustainable and delicious picnic for the 
Garden’s Whitaker Music Festival, or 
any other night! Lana Shepek will show 
you how to prepare oven-fried chicken; 
a Southwest salad; hard-cooked eggs 
with dipping sauces; fresh tomato 
and watermelon salad coolers; grand 
pecan pie pops; aged gouda with dark 
chocolate; fresh basil, mint, and cucumber 
agua fresca; and fresh lavender-infused 
lemonade. You won’t want to eat inside all 
summer after sampling this menu!
Tuesday, June 9
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Lana Shepek

Olive Oil: Taste 
Liquid Gold (MBG)
For 5,000 years olive oil has been the 
backbone of the Mediterranean Diet. It’s 
as varied as wine and enhances the flavor 
of everything! Come sip and slurp through 
an international selection of extra virgins 
while you sample greens with French 
vinaigrette, focaccia in herbed olive oil, 
pasta from Puglia, and chocolate-orange 
olive oil brownies. Learn about olives and 
how they are transformed into nature’s 
liquid gold!
Saturday, June 13
10 a.m. to noon
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Marianne Prey

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

“Loved the 
teacher!!! It was 
such a learning 
experience...I 
could not wait to 
share the recipes 
with my friends.”
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This Little Fig Came to 
the Market (MBG)
Fresh figs are at local farmers’ markets 
and supermarkets. You’re intrigued, but 
you don’t know how to prepare them. 
Have no fear, Diana Smith is here! She 
will show you how to prepare multiple fig 
dishes including honey-roasted figs with 
ricotta, fig and rosemary focaccia, fig and 
quinoa salad, fig chutney, and fig clafoutis. 
This Mediterranean fruit will soon be 
a wonderful addition to your cooking 
repertoire!
Saturday, August 8
10 a.m. to noon
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diana Smith

Sharpening Your Knife Skills (MBG)
Learn how efficient cutting techniques 
and knife use can make the art of food 
preparation safer and more enjoyable. 
We’ll cover a range of topics including 
knife selection, care, sharpening, cutting 
techniques, and safety. You’ll have ample 
time to practice the skills of slicing, dicing, 
julienning, chopping, and mincing. Bring a 
paring knife and a chef’s knife if you have 
them, and an apron, if you wish.
Wednesday, May 20
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Glenn Kopp and Linda Whitten

Summer Cocktails and 
Cordials: Inspired by The 
Drunken Botanist (MBG)
If you’ve ever read The Drunken Botanist, 
you’d wish Amy Stewart were your friend 
(or at least your bartender). Using a 
garden full of fresh ingredients, she can 
mix up gallons of tasty and refreshing 
fun! Well, she lives in California, but we 
live here, and as devotees of the art, we 
promise to show you how to use fresh 
fruits, herbs, and vegetables to make 
infusions and mixers that will impress all 
your friends. Samples and a light snack 
included. Class held outdoors, weather 
permitting.
Tuesday, July 21
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Meet at Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Liz Fathman and Maddie Earnest

Stone Fruit: Peaches, 
Plums, and More (MBG)
Eating fruit in season is such a delectable 
pleasure, and how can you resist with 
recipes like this? Lana Shepek will 
demonstrate how to make nectarine, 
peach, and plum succotash served with 
melted brie; prosciutto peaches with basil 
and aged balsamic vinegar bruschetta; 
chilled summer peach soup; mixed field 
greens salad with feta, walnuts, and 
honey-drizzled nectarines and plums; 
and a rosemary syrup with fresh peaches, 
plums, and berries.
Tuesday, July 28
7 to 9 p.m.
$37 members; $43 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Lana Shepek

Become a Great Gardener 
Series (MBG)
This series is designed for beginners just 
getting into gardening. All classes except 
Deer-Resistant Plants include a walk in the 
Garden. Price per class.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers 
(*except where noted)
Instructor: Sharon Lloyd

Spring Container Gardening 
Learn the basics of container gardening 
from types of containers, to potting soils, 
watering, fertilizing, and plant selection. 
Take a walk in the Garden to see this 
season’s creative containers. Create a 
container filled with spring plants to take 
home.
Tuesday, March 31
6 to 8 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers*
Botanical Room

Perennials 101 
Perennials provide a wonderful foundation 
for any garden. Learn about planting 
techniques, plant culture, pest control, 
fertilization, division, and pruning from a 
seasoned gardener.
Tuesday, May 19
6 to 8 p.m.
Botanical Room

Summer Container Gardening 
Learn the basics of container gardening 
from types of containers, to potting soils, 
watering, fertilizing, and plant selection. 
Take a walk in the Garden to see this 
season’s creative containers. Create a 
container filled with summer plants to take 
home.
Wednesday, May 20
6 to 8 p.m.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers*
Botanical Room

Instant Color with 
Annual Designs 
Adding annuals to your garden introduces 
a profusion of color throughout the 
gardening season. Learn how to 
incorporate annuals into your existing 
design, maintenance, watering, and 
fertilizing to achieve the maximum display 
and enjoyment. A variety of flowering 
annuals that prosper in the St. Louis 
weather will be covered.
Saturday, May 30
10 a.m. to noon
Botanical Room

Deer-Resistant Plants 
Are deer eating your prized beauties? 
Learn strategies to discourage deer from 
munching in your garden, and identify 
types of deer-resistant plants as well 
as ways of incorporating them into your 
landscape.
Tuesday, June 2
7 to 9 p.m.
Garden Room 

Blooms for Four Seasons 
Flowers, flowers, everywhere! Learn how 
to plant a diversity of annuals, perennials, 
and shrubs that will provide you with a 
year-long supply of flowers.
Tuesday, June 23
6 to 8 p.m.
Botanical Room

GARDENING ANDLANDSCAPING
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Gardening for Butterflies 
Interested in attracting butterflies to your 
garden? Learn how to create the ideal 
butterfly habitat in your own yard. Take 
home a butterfly-attracting plant to get 
you started!
Tuesday, June 30
6 to 8 p.m.
Botanical Room

Gardening for Hummingbirds 
Interested in attracting hummingbirds to 
your garden? Learn how to create the ideal 
hummingbird habitat in your own yard. 
Take home a hummingbird-attracting plant 
to get you started!
Tuesday, July 7
6 to 8 p.m.
Missouri Room

Native Plant School (SNR)
Native Plant School is a year-round series 
of indoor/outdoor classes in the Whitmire 
Wildflower Garden at Shaw Nature 
Reserve that covers various aspects of 
native landscaping. Please bring your 
questions, comments, drawings, and 
plant specimens. Participation from the 
audience is encouraged. Price per class. 
Native Plant School at Shaw Nature 
Reserve is underwritten by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation and Wild 
Ones Natural Landscapers.
1 to 4 p.m.
$14 members; $17 nonmembers
Carriage House
Scott Woodbury

Greenhouse Propagation 
Growing native perennials, grasses, 
trees, and shrubs from seed isn’t a 
mystery. This class will introduce the 
basic propagation methods that involve 
stratification, scarification, timing, soils, 
containers, fertilization, and basic insect 
management.
Thursday, March 12

Woodland Gardening 
Mature white, post, and chinquapin oaks 
are the dominant tree species in the 
Whitmire Wildflower Garden. Beneath 
these trees mowed lawn has been killed 
and replanted with native shade-loving 
species. Learn how to replace turf in 
shaded areas with a variety of woodland 
species and create a lower maintenance 
landscape that is attractive to wildlife and 
people year-round.
Thursday, April 9

Rain Gardening 
Rain gardens function like miniature 
natural watersheds. They slow down, 
capture, and absorb water using elements 
similar to those in nature: plants, rocks, 
shallow swales, and depressions that hold 
water temporarily rather than let it quickly 
run away. They provide beauty, natural 
diversity, and wildlife habitat in areas that 
otherwise would be a monoculture of 
lawns, pavement, concrete culverts, and 
storm drains. This class will show you how 
to plan, install, and maintain rain gardens.
Thursday, May 21

Landscaping for Deer Resistance 
Some native plants are resistant to deer 
browse, others are not, and some fall in 
between. This class will focus on 100 
native plant species and their resistance 
to deer. We also will look at methods to 
prevent deer antler rubbing.
Thursday, June 11

CULTURAL GARDENS

Behind the Scenes: 
Bavarian Garden (MBG)
Come learn about one of our newly 
renovated gardens in a spring tour of 
the Bavarian Garden. Learn about the 
challenges of growing alpine plants in St. 
Louis and how these tough plants adapt to 
their environment, and see some of these 
tiny gems for yourself!
Saturday, April 11
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Mariel Tribby

Gardens and Temples of  
Xiamen, Fujian Province (MBG)
Xiamen (or Wanshi) Botanical Garden 
is set amidst Wanshi Mountain in the 
southeastern part of Xiamen Island. The 
garden is set on rolling hills and dotted 
with unique rocks, forming a dramatic 
landscape. The garden is also home 
to several of Southern Fujian’s most 
renowned temples, including the Heaven’s 
Border Temple, the Wanshi Lotus Temple, 
and the Eternal Peace Rock Temple. Join 
Dr. Thomas Lavallee as he presents the 
many beautiful features of this garden and 
the symbolism of plants featured in the 
garden and temple architecture.
Saturday, April 11
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Dr. Thomas Lavallee, SIUE

From Shanghai to 
Yunnan: Garden 
Travels in China (MBG)
Come experience a sampling of China’s 
horticultural splendor! Greg Ward and 
Mariel Tribby will present a vast range 
of Chinese gardens and natural areas, 
including the brand new Chenshan 
Botanical Garden in Shanghai, the 
classical gardens of Suzhou, and tropical 
research gardens in the Yunnan province.
Saturday, April 25
10 a.m. to noon
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mariel Tribby and Greg Ward

Penjing: Creating a Chinese 
Miniature Landscape (MBG)
Learn the Chinese art of Penjing this 
summer in celebrations of Lantern 
Festival. In this hands-on workshop, 
Brian and Milt Ciskowski will guide you 
through the steps for creating your own 
indoor plant and miniature landscape and 
explain the difference between Penjing 
and Bonsai. Styling, pruning, wiring, and 
overwintering will be discussed, as well as 
plant selection and routine maintenance. 
All materials provided, including your own 
Penjing plant.
Saturday, June 27
9 a.m. to noon
$82 members; $98 nonmembers
Missouri Room 
Brian and Milt Ciskowski

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Beginning Bonsai: Juniper (MBG)
Gain an understanding of the basic 
principles of bonsai in this hands-on 
workshop. Brian and Milt Ciskowski will 
guide you through the steps for creating 
your own indoor bonsai plant. Styling, 
pruning, wiring, and overwintering will 
be discussed, as well as plant selection 
and routine maintenance. All materials 
provided, including your own bonsai.
Saturday, March 21
9 a.m. to noon
$72 members; $86 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Brian and Milt Ciskowski

EDIBLE GARDENING

Best Herbs for St. Louis (MBG)
Which basil is best for pesto? Which 
rosemary has the best flavor? Which 
herbs attract butterflies? With years of 
experience and a wonderful herb sale to 
try them, the Webster Groves Herb society 
members will teach you the best cultivars 
to grow in St. Louis. Learn special tips to 
grow them, and take home a wonderful 
herb plant to start or expand your herb 
garden. 
Tuesday, April 21 
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Webster Groves Herb Society

Organic Spring Vegetables (MBG)
Start a spring vegetable garden this year 
using organic methods! Topics covered 
will include garden planning for spring, 
soil preparation, mulching, composting, 
insect control, and seed selection. You 
will take a guided tour of the Center for 
Home Gardening vegetable garden where 
our spring vegetable garden is already 
underway, plus learn how to distinguish 
sprouted vegetables from weeds.
Monday, March 30
5 to 7 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Cheryl Rafert and Tammy Palmier

Organic Summer Vegetables (MBG)
Tomatoes, peppers, and squash— oh 
my! Learn how to make a great summer 
vegetable garden using organic methods. 
Topics will include garden planning, 
soil preparation, mulching, composting, 
harvesting, insect control, and seed 
selection. You will take a guided tour of 
the Center for Home Gardening vegetable 
garden and learn what works and what 
doesn’t in the Garden.
Monday, June 29
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Cheryl Rafert and Tammy Palmier

GARDENING BEST PRACTICES 

Delightful Dahlias 
From cut flowers to a profusion of blooms 
all summer, learn how to add dahlias to 
your garden this spring. Following a brief 
history of the dahlia, Joe will cover the 
finer points of soil preparation, planting, 
summer care, and fall digging and storing. 
The class will conclude with planting 
tubers to take home. 
Thursday, April 16
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers 
Botanical Room
Joe Meyer

Back to Basics: Garden 
Boot Camp (MBG)
New to gardening? This series is for you. 
Join us for this interactive four-part series 
and discover the importance of soil, 
mulch, watering, and plant nutrients. Learn 
about plant location, types of plants, 
division, and overall maintenance. This 
series will be a combination of classroom 
lecture and outdoor walks.
4 Thursdays: April 2, 9, 16, 23
6 to 8 p.m.
$88 members; $106 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Sharon Lloyd

Composting 101 (MBG)
Interested in composting, but don’t know 
where to start? This class is for you! We’ll 
discuss composting basics, bin design, 
frequently asked questions, and more. 
Participants will walk away their own 
kitchen compost waste collector to store 
scraps until they are ready to transfer to 
their compost systems, along with the 
knowledge they need to construct their 
own home composting system. Supported 
by the St. Louis-Jefferson Solid Waste 
Management District.
Wednesday, April 16
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Education Center, Room 125
Katherine Golden

Pruning with Ben Chu (MBG)
Pruning is often needed to control plant 
size, enhance beauty, correct damage 
from pests, and increase flower and fruit 
production. In this class, you will learn 
when and how to prune trees, shrubs, and 
evergreens to maximize these beneficial 
effects. In addition to observing a live 
pruning demonstration, you’ll learn about 
the selection and care of the best pruning 
gear and equipment.
Tuesday, March 31
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Ben Chu

What’s HAMLET Doing in 
Shaw’s Garden? (MBG)
Henry Shaw knew his Shakespeare and 
possessed a rare First Folio published 
in 1623. Shakespeare knew his plants 
and mentions them more than any other 
Elizabethan playwright. Hamlet is a 
wonderful example of plants and pop 
culture in the Elizabethan Age. Join Dr. 
Diane Sol for a lecture and walk as you 
explore the plants in Hamlet and discover 
the Bard’s fascination with gardens.
Saturday, June 20
10 a.m. to noon
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Diane Sol

NEW!
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Small Tree and Shrub 
Pruning (MBG)
Pruning can be scary and worrisome for 
gardeners. Teresa will calm your fears 
and show you practical pruning strategies 
for small trees and shrubs. Then you will 
have time to practice on your own small 
contained evergreen. Bring hand pruners 
and gloves for this demonstration and 
hands-on class. Space is limited.
Tuesday, April 14
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Teresa Pafford

Spring Lawn Care (MBG)
Cool-season lawns of blue grass and 
fescue varieties are best for St. Louis. In 
this class, Glenn will focus on seeding, 
renovating, fertilizing, and watering. He 
will also discuss weed, disease, and pest 
control challenges. You’ll come away with 
a complete picture of the steps necessary 
to maintain your cool-season lawn.
Saturday, March 21
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Glenn Kraemer

Rescue Your Zoysia (MBG)
Zoysia has different cultural requirements 
than cool-season grasses. In this class, 
specific information and schedules for 
fertilizing, watering, and weed control will 
be presented. Learn how to make your 
zoysia lawn the best on the block with 
minimal effort.
Thursday, May 7
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Glenn Kraemer

Daffodils 101 (MBG)
Ever wonder how the Garden gets its 
daffodils to look so darn good? Learn from 
bulb expert Jason Delaney which types 
work best in St. Louis, how deep to plant 
and when, and the must-have daffodil 
bulbs for Missouri gardens. Jason will also 
talk about bulb companion planting and 
lessons learned from the Garden. Come 
and learn about his choice picks.
Tuesday, April 7
5 to 7 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Jason Delaney

Growing Orchids Part II (MBG)
For novices to enthusiasts. Are several 
of your orchids overgrown? Should you 
repot them? If so, then this class is for 
you. Babs Wagner will show you how to 
divide and repot a variety of orchids like 
Phalaenopsis, Dendrobiums, Cymbidiums, 
and more in this demonstration class. 
Thursday, April 9
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Babs Wagner

DIY: Repot Your Orchid (MBG)
Bring one pot-bound orchid to class, and 
Babs Wagner will show you the proper 
way to give it more room. She will also talk 
about sterile pruning practices, culture 
information, and more. Please bring your 
own pruners; soil and pots are provided.
Thursday, April 23
7 to 9 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Babs Wagner

Boxwood, The Oldest  
Garden Ornamental (MBG)
Boxwood has been called the aristocrat 
of evergreens. Members of the Boxwood 
Society of the Midwest will present a brief 
history of boxwood, best cultivars for the 
Midwest, and their typical growth patterns.
The class will review optimal placement 
in the home garden, and care of boxwood 
including pests, diseases, and pruning.
Saturday, April 11
10 a.m. to noon
$38 members; $46 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Boxwood Society of the Midwest

The Fragrant 
Garden (MBG)
Imagine strolling through your garden at 
sunset as the scent of fragrant peonies, 
roses, or tall phlox wafts through the air. 
Join Terry Milne in a class to enhance your 
garden’s aroma throughout the seasons. 
She will highlight fragrant shrubs, herbs, 
perennials, and annuals, plus share 
invaluable plant care advice.
Tuesday, April 14
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Terry Milne

Made in the Shade (MBG)
Do you have a shady spot in your garden? 
A diverse world of beautiful plants thrive 
in shady environments. Learn about great 
plants that add color and texture to part-
shade and full-shade gardens, and then 
take a walking tour through the Garden to 
meet them yourself. Class will finish in the 
Strassenfest Garden.
Saturday, April 18
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
James Wagner

A Vision of Roses (MBG)
Take a journey from old standard roses 
to a greener, stronger rose garden with 
Pat Shanley, author and vice president 
of American Rose Society. She will share 
how to choose the right rose for the right 
location, tips on planting roses, and 
choice varieties from the American Garden 
Rose Selections. She will also sign copies 
of her book. Held in partnership with Rose 
Society of Greater St. Louis.
Sunday, April 19
1 to 3 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Pat Shanley

Roses 101: The Basics for 
True Beginners (MBG)
Are your “garden tools” kept in the kitchen 
utensil drawer? Does “deadheading” have 
you reaching for a dictionary? Then this 
class is for you! David Gunn will discuss 
the basic steps of planting and maintaining 
healthy roses, followed by a hands-on 
opportunity to practice techniques in the 
Garden during this workshop. Expect to 
spend 1.5 hours outside.
Saturday, May 30
9 a.m. to noon
$42 members; $50 nonmembers
Garden Room
David Gunn

Roses 102: Pests and 
Diseases (MBG)
Roses run rampant throughout history as 
a highly desired flower. However, there 
comes that time when they can transform 
from beauty to beast, as any number of 
pests and diseases can take over the 
plant. David Gunn will provide an indoor 
introduction to the offenders, including 
black spot, powdery mildew, rose rosette, 
spider mites, aphids, and thrips, then head 
to the rose gardens and observe them as 
a group.
Tuesday, July 7
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Garden Room
David Gunn

NEW! NEW!

NEW!

NEW!



2726 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / G

A
R

D
EN

IN
G

 FO
R

 B
IO

D
IVER

SITY

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / G

A
R

D
EN

IN
G

 B
EST PR

A
CTICES / G

A
R

D
EN

IN
G

 FO
R

 B
IO

D
IVER

SITY

Native Medicinal Plants (MBG)
Native Americans and pioneers in this area 
saw a rich pharmacopeia of medicinal 
plants among the native plants, and used 
the local flora to treat a wide variety of 
ailments. This course will be split into two 
classes: the first class will concentrate 
on useful native plant species, their 
identification, historical use, and habit 
while the second class will be a hands-on 
workshop on how to process the plants 
into a take-home product.
2 Saturdays: May 9, 16
10 a.m. to noon
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
William L. Brown Center staff

Daylily Delight (MBG)
Daylilies are excellent, tough perennials 
that perform superbly in St. Louis gardens. 
The Garden’s daylily collection is a prime 
example of the recent explosion in types, 
colors, and forms. Some will flower almost 
all summer! In this class, Sara Murphy will 
discuss flower characteristics, including 
forms, colors, and color patterns, as well 
as complete information on successful 
planting, care, and pest control. A hands-
on division will be included. 
Tuesday, July 14
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Garden Room
Sara Murphy

Beyond Tall Bearded (MBG)
Named for the Greek goddess of the 
rainbow, the iris is a classic springtime 
flower and favorite of many! Sara Murphy 
teaches participants to go beyond tall 
bearded iris to cover many other groups 
of iris including the lesser-used bearded 
iris and different classes of beardless iris. 
Participants will learn differences between 
the iris groups through morphology and 
habitat, landscape uses, and culture. Get 
ready to learn more about irises than you 
ever thought possible!
Saturday, May 2
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Sara Murphy

GARDENING FOR BIODIVERSITY

“Biological diversity is the key to the 
maintenance of the world as we know it.” 
—Edward O. Wilson, The Diversity of Life 

Native Landscaping 101 (MBG)
Want lower maintenance and fewer toxins 
in your landscape? Planting a diversity of 
native plants not only provides habitat for 
birds and butterflies, but also creates a 
healthy environment for people. Discover 
why native coneflowers, milkweeds, 
viburnums, and oaks are more beneficial 
than non-native hostas, crape myrtles, 
and Bradford pears. Come and join 
biology professor, author, and nature 
photographer Dave Tylka as he introduces 
the benefits and how-to’s behind native 
landscaping without getting too scientific.
Wednesday, March 25
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Dave Tylka

From the Ground Up: 
City Soils (MBG)
Urban soils present challenges for even 
the most seasoned gardener. Whether 
you want to grow vegetables or gorgeous 
blooms, healthy soil is a key component 
to success. This class explores some 
common issues with city soils, such as 
contamination, compaction, and infertility, 
plus some different mulch options to help 
you have a happy and healthy garden.
Sunday , March 23
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
James Wagner

Inviting Native Bees into 
Your Garden (MBG)
Learn how to create an inviting, bee-
friendly garden this spring. With rising 
concerns about the health of honey bees 
and concern over decreasing native bee 
populations, bee-friendly gardens are 
increasingly important. Beginning with a 
discussion and identification of pollinators, 
you will see which bees pollinate common 
vegetable plants, learn how to attract bees 
to your garden, make a native bee house 
to take home, and take a tour of the Center 
for Home Gardening Vegetable Garden 
vegetable garden to see the pollinators at 
work.
Monday, April 13
5 to 7 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Chris Hartley

Be sure to check out Creating a 
Pollinator Habitat: Insect Hotels (page 7)

Climate Change for 
Gardeners (MBG)
Climate change is in the news, but how 
can it affect you as gardener? Dr. Marlene 
Katz explains the difference between 
weather changes and climate change as 
well as the political and economic basis 
for the “debate.” Explore predictions 
about future global temperature rise and 
resulting effects on plant and animal 
life. Learn to take action to decrease 
our carbon footprint and live in a more 
sustainable way, leaving a better world for 
you and your grandchildren. 

“The greatest threat to our planet is the 
belief that someone else will save it.” 
—Robert Swan
Monday, April 20
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Dr. Marlene Katz

Infinite Iris (MBG)
Every spring the Garden’s iris collection 
never fails to delight thousands of visitors. 
Do you want to start your own collection? 
Or maybe you’re wondering what plagues 
your current iris. Mid-summer is the time 
to begin digging, dividing, and planting. 
Horticulturist and Greater St. Louis Iris 
Society member Sara Murphy teaches 
you the best techniques to care for iris, 
and how best to combat iris pests and 
diseases. You’ll even walk away with your 
own iris from the Garden with a hands-on 
dividing portion in this unique workshop!
Monday, July 20
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $39 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Sara Murphy

Growing Hydrangeas 
in St. Louis (MBG)
Hydrangeas are amazing shrubs that 
provide four seasons of interest. Ann will 
guide you through which species and 
cultivars are most successful for our area 
including how and when to prune them, 
and which are best for blooms. Following 
the presentation, Ann will take you on a 
tour of the Center for Home Gardening’s 
amazing collection with tips along the way.
Monday, June 15 
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Ann Kirkpatrick

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Urban Landscaping with 
Native Shrubs (MBG)
Native woody species have unique 
interrelationships with many native 
species of wildlife. Join Dave Tylka, 
biology professor and author of Native 
Landscaping for Wildlife and People, 
for an in-depth discussion on how to 
select some of the more environmentally 
beneficial native shrub species. Class 
concludes with a 1-hour walk to see these 
species firsthand.
Monday, May 4
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Dave Tylka

Easy Tree I.D. for Beginners (MBG)
Do you ever wonder about the trees in 
your neighborhood? Can you tell the 
difference between a native tree and an 
invasive thug? Maybe it’s time to take a 
beginner’s Tree I.D. class! Learn about 
the trees that make up your world. Join 
certified arborist Mike Walsh, a forester 
and nurseryman with Forest ReLeaf of 
Missouri, as he eases students into this 
multi-day learning experience through a 
PowerPoint presentation and lots of time 
on the Garden grounds. What better place 
to learn about trees than the best garden 
in the world!
3 Tuesdays: June 2, 9, 16
6 to 8 p.m.
$84 members; $100 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Mike Walsh

Vertical Gardening (MBG)
Expand and improve your gardening 
by learning how to incorporate vertical 
elements into your design. Terry will focus 
on the often overlooked “vertical plane” 
and help you envision how walls, trellises, 
and other upright/overhead features can 
add charm and character to your space. 
See how adding vines and climbing plants 
can enhance your garden’s personality.
Tuesday, May 12
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Missouri Room
Terry Milne

Native Trees for Wildlife (MBG)
Have you ever considered trees and all the 
things they do (alive and dead) to provide 
forage, cover, and nesting sites for birds, 
mammals, and amphibians? Learn the 
best tree selections and what to do when 
wildlife shows up in your garden. Kyle will 
also discuss how to maintain constructed 
wildlife housing such as bee blocks or 
birdhouses. This class will go beyond 
setting up your wildlife garden to cover 
what to do once the new visitors have 
come into the garden.
Monday, May 18
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Kyle Cheesborough

Native Landscaping for 
Songbirds (MBG)
Plant a native garden and songbirds will 
come. Join biology professor, author, 
and nature photographer Dave Tylka as 
he explains how to attract the greatest 
diversity of birds to your property in 
various seasons by selecting fruiting 
shrubs and trees from three important 
categories. Enjoy a kaleidoscope of colors 
and songs in your landscape!
Monday, June 1
7 to 9 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Dave Tylka

Be sure to check out Native Plant  
School (page 20) and Basics of  
Birding (page 38).

LANDSCAPE DESIGN IDEAS

Welcome to St. Louis 
Gardening (MBG)
New to St. Louis? Our climate and soils 
can be tricky! Learn about the plants that 
thrive in our hot summers, survive our cold 
winters, and tolerate our clay soils.
Thursday, May 14
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Sharon Lloyd

Making Hanging 
Baskets (MBG) 
Need inspiration for your hanging 
baskets? Don’t have a lot of space? Come 
learn different “recipes” for this season’s 
baskets. Take a walk and see some of 
the creative baskets in the Garden. All 
materials included.
See dates, times, and locations below.
$48 members; $58 nonmembers
Sharon Lloyd

Lettuce and Pansies 
Create a 10-inch edible salad basket 
which includes a variety of specialty 
lettuces and colorful pansies to take 
home. 
Thursday, March 26
6 to 8 p.m.
Missouri Room

Sunny Pretty Petals 
Create a 10-inch sun-loving basket filled 
with annuals that thrive in the summer sun. 
Thursday, May 7
6 to 8 p.m.
Botanical Room

Shady Pretty Petals 
Create a 10-inch shade-loving basket filled 
with annuals that thrive in the shade.
Tuesday, May 12
10 a.m. to noon
Beaumont Room

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Rainscaping 101 (MBG)
What is rainscaping? Why is it important? How can this practical landscaping and 
gardening technique help the local watershed? Join Karla Wilson, project manager of the 
Deer Creek Watershed Alliance, as we discuss rainscaping basics and show you how 
you can enhance the beauty and function of your property while helping restore nature’s 
natural balance.
Thursday, July 30
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Karla Wilson, Project Manager for Deer Creek Watershed Alliance
Landscape Design Ideas
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Home Landscape Design (MBG)
Transform your home landscape into 
a natural oasis that’s both beautiful 
and beneficial to the environment. 
Beginning with the basics of design, you 
will learn about front plantings, energy 
conservation, and plant selection for your 
home. Develop a landscape plan during 
class for your own yard, and study plant 
material independently. Some gardening 
experience recommended. Bring photos 
of your yard to the first session.
6 Wednesdays: April 1, 8, 15, 22; May, 6, 13 
6:30 to 9 p.m.
On-Grounds walk: April 15, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
$144 members; $173 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Randy Mardis

Digging Deeper: 
Perennials! (MBG)
Perennials provide so much for our 
gardens, including interesting foliage, 
beautiful flowers, and wildlife habitat. 
What can we provide to keep our 
perennials healthy and attractive? This 
three-part class will introduce you to key 
maintenance practices, take you on a tour 
in the Garden to see some of our favorite 
perennials, and give you a chance to get 
your hands dirty dividing plants to take 
home!
Saturday, May 16
9 a.m. to noon
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Mariel Tribby and Sophia Warsh

Increasing Home Comfort, Health, 
and Safety While Saving 
Energy and Money (MBG)
Join Richard Reilly, residential energy 
programs manager at the EarthWays 
Center, to learn the interrelationships of 
indoor health and energy consumption. 
Learn how to analyze where and how 
your home performs now and map out 
an effective plan for the future to improve 
comfort and save money. You’ll walk away 
with at least three new ideas about healthy 
energy efficiency improvements and how 
to track your successes in the future! 
Space is limited, so register early!
Tuesday, March 3
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Garden Room
Richard Reilly

All Aboard! Discovering the Joys 
of Public Transportation (MBG)
Are you curious about trying public 
transportation to get around? Interested 
in learning smarter ways to use 
public transportation to reduce your 
environmental impact? Well, join the 
EarthWays Center and guests from 
Citizens for Modern Transit as we explore 
the simple and easy ways to use transit for 
your daily life. Learn tips and tricks from 
experts about planning a route, getting 
around St. Louis, and the benefits and joys 
of using transit in the city. Participants 
will leave with a customized plan for their 
desired transit route, and a ticket to give 
transit a try.
Thursday, March 12
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Botanical Room 
Katherine Golden and Citizens 
for Modern Transit Guests

Biking 101: Tips and  
Tricks for Safe Biking (MBG)
Want to start biking to work, but haven’t 
been on a bike since you were a kid? Ever 
wondered how to manage biking in car 
traffic? Now’s your chance to learn the 
basics for biking safely around St. Louis in 
this exciting new class. Guest presenters 
will answer all your biking questions. First, 
we will explore how to get around town 
safely on a bike and how to plan routes, 
haul cargo, and obey the basic rules of the 
road. Then, Brian Reed, avid cyclist and 
manager at Big Shark, will demonstrate 
important bike safety and maintenance 
for keeping you safe when you are on the 
road.
Tuesday, March 24
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Botanical Room 
Katherine Golden and Big Shark Guests

GREEN LIVING

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!Striking Color: Lessons 
from the Garden (MBG)
Learn about great combinations to create 
visual impact in your garden. With an 
emphasis on color and texture, selecting 
plants for your garden will be simplified 
and the results outstanding! After a short 
lecture, Dana will take you out to the 
Garden to show you selections and ideas 
for your own garden this season.
Saturday, June 27
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Center for Home Gardening Classroom
Dana Rizzo



3332 To register go to www.mobot.org/classes To register go to www.mobot.org/classes

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / G

UID
ED

 W
A

LKS A
N

D
 TO

U
R

S

A
D

ULT CLA
SSES / G

UID
ED

 W
A

LKS A
N

D
 TO

U
R

S

Behind the Scenes: Tour of the 
Peter Raven Library (MBG)
Look beyond the rows of books and 
see what makes the Missouri Botanical 
Garden one of the world’s finest botanical 
libraries, including the exquisite volumes 
of the Sturtevant Collection dating from 
1474 to 1753, (prior to Carl Linnaeus’ 
naming system). The Garden’s collection 
contains more than 900 volumes in the 
Linnaeus Collection.
Saturday, March 28
10 a.m. to noon
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at Monsanto Center, 4500 Shaw Blvd.
Doug Holland

Behind the Scenes: The 
Garden Archives (MBG)
Get a behind-the-scenes look at the 
Garden archives which houses Garden 
records and publications, professional and 
personal papers, historic manuscripts, 
Garden photographs, oral histories, 
original artwork from Garden publications, 
and architectural drawings. Notable 
pieces include Henry Shaw’s personal 
papers, letters, account books, diaries, 
and legal papers documenting his 
business transactions in St. Louis and the 
Garden’s development. Also of interest are 
the George Engelmann Papers, a resource 
in the history of 19th century botany and 
exploration of the American West.
Thursday, April 2
1:30 to 3 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Andrew Colligan

Behind the Scenes: Production 
Greenhouses (MBG)
Where does the Garden start many of the 
beautiful plants for display each season? 
Horticulturist Elaine Marshall will walk 
you through the production greenhouses 
explaining how they take cuttings and 
start seeds for many annuals and 
perennials. Receive cuttings from some 
of the Garden’s stock plants or take home 
some plant plugs for your own garden—a 
rare treat!
Tuesday, April 14 or Tuesday, April 21
6 to 8 p.m.
$33 members; $40 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Elaine Marshall

Behind the Scenes: Orchid 
Greenhouse (MBG)
Don’t miss this opportunity to view the 
orchids the way few have seen. Babs 
Wagner will give you a guided tour of 
the orchid range in the Garden’s main 
greenhouses. As you walk through the 
range, you will learn helpful tips on how 
she grows and cares for the Garden’s 
outstanding orchid collection. Sign up 
early! Space is very limited.
Wednesday, April 15
6:30 to 8 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Babs Wagner

Behind the Scenes: Lantern 
Festival in Progress (MBG)
See how the festival lanterns are put 
together by Chinese artisans. Each lantern 
is constructed by hand and delicately 
moved to its final on-site location. You’ll be 
amazed at the detail of each lantern as it is 
being constructed. Space is limited.
Monday, April 20 or Wednesday, April 
22 or Thursday, April 23 or Monday, 
May 4 or Thursday, May 7 or Monday, 
May 11 or Tuesday, May 12
6 to 7 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Lantern Festival staff

GUIDEDWALKSANDTOURS

NEW!

Is There Really an Away? (MBG)
What really happens when you throw 
something away? The answer will surprise 
you. Learn this and more in this thought-
provoking new class. We will trace the 
history of our waste problems to the 
beginnings of the Industrial Revolution 
and discover how buying habits continue 
to fuel the problem. Before you leave, 
you’ll discover the tools you need to help 
eliminate waste problems once and for all!
Thursday, April 2
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Botanical Room 
Dr. Marlene Katz

Recycling 101 (MBG)
What happens to all those recyclables? 
Does someone really sort that single-
stream recycling? Can you recycle plastic 
bags? Gain a deeper understanding of key 
recycling and waste-reduction concepts 
as we walk through the entire process 
of recycling, including how materials are 
recovered to produce new products for 
the shelves. Learn what can and cannot 
be recycled in the area and where to go 
to recycle those items that don’t belong 
in the bin. Supported by the St. Louis-
Jefferson Solid Waste Management 
District.
Thursday, August 13
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Botanical Room 
Katherine Golden

Green Cleaning Solutions (MBG)
Have you ever thought about what’s in 
your home that might be hazardous? 
We know what danger sharp utensils or 
power tools may pose, but what about 
the products we use daily? Discover how 
green cleaning and safer alternatives help 
protect your health and the environment, 
how to identify potential hazardous 
materials, handle and dispose of materials 
safely and properly, and how to better 
avoid using hazardous products in the 
future. Participants will leave with safe, 
green cleaning practices and samples to 
try out in their homes.
Wednesday, August 27
7 to 8:30 p.m.
$25 members; $30 nonmembers
Missouri Room 
Katherine Golden
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The Mythology Behind 
the Lanterns (MBG)
The stunning sets of Missouri Botanical 
Garden’s Lantern Festival: Magic 
Reimagined are breathtaking. Do you 
wonder what they represent? What is the 
Double Ninth Festival? Who exactly are 
the Lotus Lady and Dragon King? Why is 
the phoenix represented so frequently in 
Chinese culture? Join Dr. Thomas Lavallee 
for this unique guided tour to learn about 
the mythology behind the lanterns, and 
then enjoy the festival after class to see 
the lanterns lit at night! Includes admission 
to the festival.
Thursday, June 11
4 to 6 p.m.
$39 members; $47 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Dr. Thomas Lavallee, SIUE

Bluebells Abound! (SNR)
In the Reserve’s Meramec River 
bottomland, a sea of Virginia bluebells 
blooms each spring. They are off the 
beaten path, but we will provide guides 
and transportation on the Nature 
Reserve’s Wilderness Wagon to get you 
as close as possible. You will walk 1/4 to 
1 mile depending on road conditions. A 
sweet treat follows your hike.
Thursday, April 2
12:30 to 3:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Helen McCallie, Shaw Nature Reserve staff

Wine and Cheese Night Hike (SNR)
Climb aboard our Wilderness Wagon for 
a short trip to the Bascom House where 
we’ll start our hike. We will take a leisurely 
1.5-mile walk along woodland and 
prairie trails, learning about the nighttime 
environment along the way. During the 
walk we will make a brief stop to enjoy a 
glass of wine (or non-alcoholic beverage) 
and some crackers and cheese as we 
enjoy the night sounds of the prairie. Dress 
for the weather and wear appropriate 
walking shoes. Sign up early! Space is 
very limited.
Friday, May 15
7 to 9:30 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Shaw Nature Reserve staff

An Inside Look at Shaw 
Nature Reserve (SNR)
Shaw Nature Reserve staff and volunteers 
will share the history of the Nature Reserve 
with you through pictures or take you on 
a tour around the property or behind the 
scenes in our historic buildings.
10 a.m. to noon
$5 members; $7 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center 

Wilderness Wagon Tour 
Climb aboard the Wilderness Wagon for a 
3-mile tour around the Nature Reserve’s 
main loop road. The tour will inform you 
about the history of the property and 
how it has changed through the years 
from the Gray Summit Extension, to The 
Arboretum, and finally to today’s Shaw 
Nature Reserve.
Friday, May 22
Shaw Nature Reserve staff

NEW!
NEW!

NEW!

Behind the Scenes: 
Chinese Garden (MBG)
The Chinese Garden is considered an 
authentic “scholar’s garden” and serves 
as a wonderful model for smaller urban 
gardens. Take a tour to learn about some 
of the intricate details of this wonderful 
space including highlights of choice 
plants for shady areas, wintering of the 
hardy banana, taming of bamboo, plus 
tree peonies and more. Weaving tales of 
growing unusual plants to staying true to 
the garden style, you will walk away with a 
new appreciation.
Wednesday, May 20
6 to 7:30 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Janet Croswell

Behind the Scenes: 
Tower Grove House and 
Museum Building (MBG)
On the anniversary of the Garden’s 
opening in 1859, slip back into Victorian 
times with a walking tour of Henry Shaw’s 
Tower Grove House and Museum Building. 
Tyler Nowell, historical interpretation 
specialist, will describe the life and times 
of Henry Shaw, how he lived, and what 
legacies he left St. Louis. Learn about the 
Museum Building with its amazing murals 
and how it housed the first herbarium at 
the Garden. Currently, these buildings are 
not wheelchair accessible.
Monday, June 15
6 to 8 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at the Ticket Counter
Tyler Nowell

An Evening Stroll in the  
English Woodland Garden (MBG)
Enjoy a picturesque early-evening walk 
through the English Woodland Garden. 
Learn about the many new plants and 
features as well as the tried and true 
plants for woodland gardens. Trial of 
a hardy camellia, landscaping with 
dogwoods, and a wealth of woodland 
perennials will be discussed. Identification 
and basic culture will also be covered.
Wednesday, April 8
5:30 to 7 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Larry Enkoji

Don’t Kill Your Perennials (MBG)
Some information about perennial 
maintenance in gardening books is 
inappropriate for the Midwest gardener. 
In this 2-hour walking tour in the Kemper 
Center for Home Gardening gardens, June 
Hutson, Kemper Center supervisor, will 
highlight what to do this season and what 
not to do for the most popular perennials. 
Tips will include pruning, common 
mistakes, mulching, and getting ready for 
the next season. Learn how to take care of 
perennials from the area’s top expert.
Wednesday, May 6
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
$28 members; $34 nonmembers
Meet at Center for Home Gardening, Upper Level
June Hutson
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Garden Yoga: Beyond 
the Basics (MBG)
Experience yoga in the beautiful outdoor 
setting of the Garden! This class is 
designed for those with basic yoga 
experience and will focus on fundamental 
and intermediate postures, alignment, 
breathing, and relaxation techniques 
through a gentle flow. All levels of 
experience welcome as we strengthen 
the body, create stability and flexibility, 
and bring peace to the mind. Class offers 
physical challenge while recharging your 
mind and spirit.
6 Saturdays: May 30; June 6, 13, 20, 27; July 11
9 to 10:15 a.m.
$96 members; $116 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Meg Hoester

Wednesday Walkers (SNR)
Walks average 3 miles, allowing time 
to stop, look, listen, and converse. At 
the end of 9 weeks you will have hiked 
most of Shaw Nature Reserve’s trails 
and made new friends. The final walk 
is called “Reward Wednesday” and 
includes a potluck gathering. Registration 
encouraged; walk-ins welcome. Please 
stop at Visitor Center to pay prior to class.
Wednesdays in April and May
10 to 11:30 a.m.
Included with admission
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Rachel Weller, Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Vinyasa Flow Yoga (SNR)
For all fitness levels. We will concentrate 
on connecting the Ujjayi breath as you 
flow from one movement to the next. Bring 
awareness to the present as you release 
tension and anxiety with every exhale. 
Build strength, stamina, and increase your 
flexibility. Practicing yoga overlooking a 
serene, natural setting will help you to 
become a more focused, relaxed, and 
happier you.
6 Tuesdays: May 26; June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
6 to 7 p.m.
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Carriage House
Barbie Benetin

NEW!
NEW!

NEW!
Family History and Tour 
Join us as we hear about the families that 
lived here before the land became Shaw 
Nature Reserve. Several families, including 
the Crews, Roberts, Jefferies, Norths, 
and Goedekes, called this area home. A 
descendant from one of the families lives 
nearby and will share stories. A brief tour 
of the Bascom House will conclude the 
presentation.
Friday, March 27
*Meet at the Carriage House 
The Washington Historical Society

Taking Care of You: Mind, 
Body, and Spirit (MBG)
Surrounded by the serene beauty of 
nature, managing life’s challenges in a 
healthy way allows you to take better 
care of yourself and your overall health. 
Through small group discussion, self- 
reflection, and other activities, this 
multi-session program developed by a 
University of Missouri Extension team 
offers practical strategies and experiences 
to help you deal with the stress in your 
life. Weather permitting, portions of this 
program will take place outdoors in the 
Garden.
8 Wednesdays: March 4, 11, 
18, 25; April 1, 8, 15, 22
10 to 11 a.m.
$64 members; $77 nonmembers
Garden Room
Damaris Karanja, MA, MEd, PLPC

A Walk Through the Season (MBG)
Research shows a walk in nature with 
other people can lower your stress levels 
and reduce your risk of depression. In our 
busy lives, nature is happening all around 
us. Whether you’re feeling stressed out or 
just need an excuse to get outside, join us 
as we walk through the Garden observing 
the beauty of the season.
10 to 11 a.m.
$8 members; $10 nonmembers
Meet at Ridgway Center Ticket Counter
Sharon Lloyd

Spring session: Tuesday, April 7 
Summer session: Tuesday, June 16

Meditations in the Garden (MBG)
Explore the treasures of the Garden 
through the senses during this 4-week 
program. Learn mindful meditations to 
explore the Garden through its sounds, 
sights, textures, and smells. Practice 
progressive relaxation and breathing 
exercises to help clear the mind of its 
chatter. Cultivate inner peace, restore 
emotional balance, and deepen your 
connection to the beauty of nature. 
Weather permitting, class will be outdoors. 
Moderate walking required.
4 Fridays: May 22, 29; June 5, 12 
(Back up rain date June 19)
9:30 to 11 a.m.
$75 members; $90 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Rhonda Leifheit

HEALTHANDWELLNESS

NEW!

Bluebirds: 20 Years and Counting 
Climb aboard the Wilderness Wagon for 
a 3-mile ride to learn about the eastern 
bluebird monitoring program here. The 
Nature Reserve has had bluebird boxes for 
many years. Once erected individually, the 
boxes have been organized into a bluebird 
trail. View the boxes, learn about the 
monitoring program, and hear about the 
chicks. Our boxes usually fledge between 
300 and 350 bluebirds each year.
Thursday, June 4
Shaw Nature Reserve Bluebird Ladies

Ba Duan Jin (SNR)
This 800-year old exercise, which the 
ancients likened to a beautiful brocade, 
consists of eight separate exercises. There 
are different postures such as sitting, 
standing, bending forward, bending 
backward, and more. Each exercise can 
be practiced on its own, and each targets 
a specific organ or health need. The whole 
set of movements are fine and delicate 
with light to moderate intensity. Benefits 
can include flexibility, strengthening 
muscles, relaxation, better posture, and 
improved balance.
6 Thursdays: April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7
6 to 7 p.m.
$45 members; $54 nonmembers
Carriage House
Violet Li and Jiali Xie

Healing Grief with Nature (SNR)
This day-long retreat explores the healing 
that comes from examining your grief in 
natural settings such as Shaw Nature 
Reserve. By exploring your grief and 
nature, as well as the nature of grief, you’ll 
learn concepts and techniques that help 
you to better cope and integrate the grief 
experience into your daily lives. The goal is 
to promote healing and a greater sense of 
well-being. This class will be led by author 
and counselor Thomas Nadelin who 
has been working in grief, bereavement, 
and hospice for over 15 years. Lunch is 
provided. Please note this retreat is for 
those who have lost someone and is not 
designed for grief counselors.
Saturday, April 25
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$50 members; $60 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Thomas Nadelin
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Missouri’s Wild Mushrooms: 
Hunting, Identifying, 
and Cooking (SNR)
Have you ever been out in the woods and 
wondered if that mushroom was edible? 
Join Maxine Stone, author of Missouri’s 
Wild Mushrooms, in the classroom and out 
in the field as you learn to identify a few 
poisonous mushrooms and lots of edibles.
Saturday, March 28
1 to 4 p.m.
$24 members; $30 nonmembers
Carriage House
Maxine Stone
 
FrogWatch USA™ Volunteer 
Training (SNR)
For ages 14 and older. FrogWatch USA 
is a long-term citizen science monitoring 
program of frogs and toads. As a 
volunteer-based monitoring program, 
FrogWatch USA gives citizens across 
the country an opportunity to be directly 
involved in gathering information that can 
ultimately lead to practical and workable 
ways to stop amphibian decline. You 
do not have to be a frog or toad expert 
to be a FrogWatch USA volunteer, just 
have an interest in frogs and toads and a 
willingness to participate.
Tuesdays, March 31; April 7, 14
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
No charge
Carriage House
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Spring Wildflower Walk (SNR)
Join these informal, educational walks 
through the colorful spring season. The 
Nature Reserve’s excellent trail system, 
winding through upland and bottomland 
forest, is an ideal place to enjoy spring 
wildflowers and other natural wonders. 
Past participants have found that bringing 
a picnic lunch can be a worthwhile 
(optional) treat to enjoy after the walk. 
Registration encouraged. Walk-ins 
welcome. Price per class.
6 Tuesdays: April 7, 14, 21; May 5, 12, 19
9:30 a.m. to noon
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Dick and Susie Russell with Dr. James Trager

Natural History Reading 
Group (SNR)
This spring as the daffodils bloom, join 
our Natural History Reading Group at the 
Bascom House after the Spring Wildflower 
Walks on Tuesdays. Bring a lunch to relax 
between the walk and reading group. We 
will discuss different books by Rachel 
Carson, available to borrow from the Shaw 
Nature Reserve Natural History Library 
for the duration of the reading group. 
Books can be checked out from the Visitor 
Center after March 21.
4 Tuesdays: April 7, 14; May 5, 12
1 to 3 p.m.
Free with admission
Bascom House
Larry Melton

Morning Bird Walk (SNR)
This early-morning walk during the height 
of spring migration is designed to help 
you see many bird species at the Nature 
Reserve. This walk is for those who have 
a basic knowledge of local birds and are 
comfortable using their own binoculars. 
Come to one or all of the walks; each will 
be different. Registration encouraged. 
Walk-ins welcome. Price per class.
3 Wednesdays: April 8, 15, 22
8 to 10:30 a.m.
$5 members; $7 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Shaw Nature Reserve volunteer Donald Hays

Wildflower Identification 
and Ecology (SNR)
This course will focus on identification, 
relationships, and habitats of wildflowers 
and native grasses of the season. 
Beginners as well as serious students 
will increase their knowledge and 
appreciation. Come ready for moderate 
hiking with notebook in hand! Price per 
class.
6 Saturdays: April 11, 25; May 16; 
June 27; July 11; August 22
8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$18 members; $22 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Dr. James Trager

Weather Spotter (MBG) 
Learn the basic tools you need to become 
a severe weather spotter for the National 
Weather Service (NWS). Starting with 
a blue sky, individuals are taught the 
basics of thunderstorm development, 
storm structure, what features to look for, 
and where to find them. What and how 
to report information and basic severe 
weather safety are also covered. This 
multi-media presentation is appropriate for 
public service personnel as well as those 
interested in learning more about St. Louis 
weather.
Tuesday, March 10
6:30 to 9 p.m.
No charge
Ridgway Visitor Center, Theater
James Kramper

Basics of Birding (MBG)
If you enjoy the outdoors and want to 
learn more about finding, observing, and 
identifying birds, this course is for you. 
Though primarily aimed at beginners, 
it can also be a refresher course for 
students who have had some experience. 
The four evening classes will be devoted 
mainly to learning the local birds, including 
songs and calls, as well as visual marks. 
We will also cover field guides, binoculars, 
organizations, and where to go birding 
around St. Louis. The field trips will visit 
two good areas with a great diversity of 
spring birds. You will be responsible for 
your own transportation and lunch, and 
expect hikes up to 2 miles.
4 Mondays: March 30; April 6, 13, 20 
Saturday field trips: April 18, 25
7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
$180 members; $216 nonmembers
Garden Room 
Joseph Eades

Build a Bluebird 
Nest Box (SNR)
Make a North American Bluebird Society-
style nest box for the eastern bluebird 
to put out in your yard just as they begin 
arriving at their breeding locations in our 
state in March and April. Take a short hike 
to view some of the boxes at the Nature 
Reserve, and go over proper placement 
and care. All materials provided. Please 
bring a screw driver and hammer.
Friday, March 6
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$20 members; $24 nonmembers
Carriage House
Shaw Nature Reserve staff

NATURESTUDY

NEW!
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Get outside! Get active! Explore our unique outdoor experiences such as hiking, trail 
running, tree climbing, fishing, geocaching, biking, kayaking, paddleboarding, and 
much more!

Canopy Climb (SNR)
For adults and/or families with children 8 
and older. Whether you’re an adventurous 
adult, a family of explorers, or anyone 
over 8 who loves climbing trees, this 
experience is a must-do. In this 2-hour 
course taught by expert instructors, 
you’ll be introduced to the extraordinary 
world of recreational tree-climbing, 
learn tree-climbing mechanics including 
techniques, balance, and safety, and have 
the opportunity to explore different parts 
of a majestic tree’s canopy. This course is 
designed for first-time climbers. Special 
offer for groups: Register an entire session 
(12 climbers) and each climber receives 
the member rate. Price is per climber.
$35 members; $43 nonmembers
Bascom House
Jon Richard and Vertical Voyages team
Saturday, April 25
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m. or 6 to 8 p.m. 
or 
Sunday, April 26
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.
or
Saturday, May 16
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m. or 6 to 8 p.m.
or
Sunday, May 17
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. or 3 to 5 p.m.

OUTDOORADVENTURES for
Adult, Youth, and Family

Thursday Trail Runs (SNR)
For adults only. These runs introduce you 
to plants, animals, and trails at the Nature 
Reserve while enjoying the company of 
other runners. Route is 5 miles. All paces 
welcome. Weather dependent. Maps 
available upon request. Registration 
encouraged; walk-ins welcome. Please 
stop at Visitor Center to pay prior to class.
Thursdays in March, April, and May
8 to 9 a.m.
Included with admission
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Rachel Weller, Shaw Nature Reserve staff

Women’s Fishing (SNR)
For adults only. Come to the Nature 
Reserve for a chance to fish at our 
wonderful lakes (which is normally not 
allowed). This early-evening fishing time 
is a great way to relax, catch fish, and 
view the beginning of the sunset. We will 
hike about 1 mile to and from the lake. 
Bring your own rod and tackle or you can 
borrow our supplies. Live bait is provided.
Saturday, April 11
2 to 7 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Aileen Abbott, Shaw Nature Reserve staff

Wild Edibles (SNR)
Learn to identify some of the common 
seasonal wild edibles found in Missouri. 
This class includes safety tips for foraging 
plants, identification keys, a hike to let 
you practice identifying wild edibles in 
their environment, and the opportunity to 
sample a variety of raw and prepared wild 
foods.
Sunday, May 17
9 a.m. to noon
$24 members; $30 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Dr. Catrina Adams

Advanced Wild Edibles (SNR)
Further your knowledge of wild edibles 
and other useful plants with this advanced 
class. Learn new ways to process and 
prepare wild plants, go on a brief hike to 
become more comfortable identifying wild 
edibles in their environment, and have 
the opportunity to practice processing 
techniques and sample a variety of raw 
and prepared wild foods.
Sunday, May 17
1 to 4 p.m.
$24 members; $30 nonmembers
Adlyne Fruend Center
Dr. Catrina Adams

Soil: The Skin of the Earth (SNR)
Can you think of anything on earth not 
connected to soil? Do we treat our soil 
like dirt? This introductory class covers 
the major soil components, soil texture, 
soil structure, soil management for your 
home and community, soil biology, 
and the magic of soil. Includes indoor 
demonstrations and outdoor activities. 
We will take soil samples at the Nature 
Reserve to determine soil texture, 
identify soil horizons, and learn about soil 
formation. Participants may bring a small 
sample of soil from their home garden or 
yard to determine the soil texture.
Fridays, May 29 or June 5
10 a.m. to noon
$5 members; $7 nonmembers
Carriage House
Ross Braun

NEW!
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Quickstart Kayaking (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. Paddling is good 
for the mind and the body! This 2-hour 
course will get you started on a lifetime 
of paddling enjoyment. Topics will 
include entering and exiting the kayak, 
basic paddling strokes, basic steering 
techniques, and safety. Enjoy the 
landscape of our historic Pinetum Lake 
as you learn or practice paddling. In 
partnership with the Alpine Shop. To 
register go to: www.alpineshop.com/info/
calendar
Saturday, July 25
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
$45 members; $45 nonmembers
Pinetum Lake
The Alpine Shop Instructors

Stand-Up Paddleboard (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. Get in on the action 
in the hottest trend in the paddle sports: 
paddleboarding. These stand-on boards 
are versatile, fun, and exciting. This class 
will show you the different boards that are 
available, how to get on and off the board 
safely, and various paddle strokes used in 
propulsion and steering all while enjoying 
the beauty of Pinetum Lake. To register go 
to: www.alpineshop.com/info/calendar
Saturday, August 15
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
$45 members; $45 nonmembers
Pinetum Lake
The Alpine Shop Instructors

Full Moon Night Hike 
for Adults (SNR)
For adults only. Join us for this 2-hour 
stroll through evening and into the early 
night. The sun will begin to set during the 
hike, and our night vision will allow us to 
enjoy the sounds, smells, and sight of 
a summer “blue moon,” which is a rare 
occurrence. Participants will learn a bit 
about tall grass prairies, woodlands, and 
glades as the hike passes through these 
ecosystems. All else excluded, the sight 
of the tall grass prairie in the moonlight 
makes the journey to the Nature Reserve 
worth the time spent. This hike will cover 
roughly 2 miles over uneven ground.
Friday, July 31
8 to 10 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Shaw Nature Reserve staff

Nature Navigators (SNR)
For families with kids ages 6 and older. 
Learn about nature with your family as we 
have fun outdoors! Each program involves 
an outdoor activity using our senses to 
discover what’s around us as you master 
a skill.
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor 
Center (*except where noted)
Shaw Nature Reserve staff 
(*except where noted)

Family Night Hike 
Come enjoy the Nature Reserve at 
night. We will be using our five senses to 
observe our surroundings and uncover 
the secrets of the darkness. We will share 
the evening forest with our nocturnal 
inhabitants that have adapted to survive 
such dark conditions. Activities will also 
focus on our brain’s ability to be fooled by 
the night and ways to improve our night 
vision.
Wednesdays, March 18 or April 8 or May 13
7 to 9 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Carriage House*

NEW!

NEW!

Mini Hiking with Rover (SNR)
For all ages. If you have wanted to bring 
your dog for Hiking with Rover in the 
past but didn’t know if you or your dog 
would be able to hike for 1 mile, then this 
class is for you. Bring your favorite canine 
companion for a nice 1-hour hike led by 
a Shaw Nature Reserve staff. This is a 
rare opportunity to spend time with your 
four-legged friend at an area where dogs 
are not normally allowed. Your dog must 
be socialized (nice to all dogs and people), 
remain on a 6-foot leash at all times, and 
you must pick up and properly dispose of 
all waste.
Sunday, April 26
5 to 6 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Karen Bryan

Hiking with Rover (SNR)
For all ages. Take your favorite canine 
companion for a nice 2-mile hike led by 
a Shaw Nature Reserve staff. This is a 
rare opportunity to spend time with your 
four-legged friend at an area where dogs 
are not normally allowed. Your dog must 
be socialized (nice to all dogs and people), 
remain on a 6-foot leash at all times, and 
you must pick up and properly dispose of 
all waste. Hikes are on trails over rolling 
terrain.
Sunday, May 17
5 to 7 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Karen Bryan

Fly Fishing For Beginners (SNR)
For ages 16 and up. Join members of 
the Ozark Fly Fishers for one of these 
beginner classes. Learn about the 
equipment needed to get started and 
basic fly-tying and rod-casting skills. 
Practice catch and release at Pinetum 
Lake where fishing is not normally allowed. 
All fishing equipment is provided.
Sunday, April 26
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or 1 to 5 p.m.
$24 members; $30 nonmembers
Carriage House
Ozark Fly Fishers

“It’s hard to pick 
just one thing 
(that I enjoyed the 
most). The group 
leader was good. 
The scenery was 
beautiful. The 
participants were 
fun. But I suppose 
the best thing was 
being able to take 
our dog along with 
us while we hiked 
at SNR.”
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OVERNIGHT PROGRAMS

Discover Nature: Women’s 
Overnight (SNR)
For women ages 14 and up. Ages 14-
17 must be accompanied by an adult. 
This overnight offers the opportunity to 
participate in a variety of outdoor activities 
led by knowledgeable instructors. Learn, 
improve, or practice outdoor skills such 
as archery, Dutch oven cooking, GPS, 
and trap shooting to name a few. Evening 
activities might include a night hike, star 
gazing, or sitting around the campfire. 
Accommodations are dormitory style in 
climate-controlled historic log lodges. 
No partial-day sign-ups please. In 
partnership with the Missouri Department 
of Conservation.
Saturday, June 6 to Sunday, June 7
9 a.m. Saturday to noon Sunday
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff and Missouri 
Department of Conservation Staff

Mother/Daughter Overnight: 
Letterboxing (SNR)
For mothers and their daughters 6 
years and older. Letterboxing combines 
hiking, treasure hunting, and creative 
expression into an activity that the whole 
family can enjoy. Join us as we seek 
out hidden letterboxes at the Nature 
Reserve, following clues and recording 
our discoveries in a personal journal 
that we make. Learn how to discover 
other letterboxes hidden throughout the 
United States. Friday evening we will 
make journals and learn about the sport. 
Saturday morning will be spent searching 
for “treasures.” Price per person.
Friday, May 8 through Saturday, May 9
6:30 p.m. Friday to 11:30 a.m. Saturday
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Lydia Toth, Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Discover Nature Families: Family 
Camping Overnight (SNR)
For families with children ages 6 and older. 
A summer camp experience for the whole 
family! Join us for archery, canoeing, GPS, 
astronomy, cooking dinner using a Dutch 
oven over a fire, a night hike, sleeping in 
your own tent or in one of our dormitory-
style log lodges and much more. This 
weekend is about family fun in the great 
outdoors. In partnership with the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. Price per 
person.
Saturday, July 11 to Sunday, July 12
8:30 a.m. Saturday to 11:00 a.m. Sunday
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Dana Brown Overnight Center
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff and Missouri 
Department of Conservation Staff

See also The Essence of Street 
Photography in a Small Town Overnight 
(page 14)

NEW!

Kid’s First-Time Fishing 
Fishing is not normally allowed at 
the Nature Reserve, but the Missouri 
Department of Conservation is teaming 
up with the Nature Reserve to provide 
a special fishing experience for first-
time or young anglers (6 to 12 years old) 
wanting more experience. Equipment, 
bait, and assistance will be provided. 
Fishing is for kids only. Kids can choose 
to catch and release or watch fish-filleting 
demonstrations and eat their fried fish or 
take it home. Refreshments provided. 
Saturday, June 13
9 to 11:30 a.m.
$12 members; $14 nonmembers
Pinetum Lake*
Shaw Nature Reserve Staff and Missouri 
Department of Conservations Staff

Full Moon Night Hike for Families 
Join us for this 2–hour stroll through 
evening and into the early night. The sun 
will start to set as the hike starts, but 
the full moon should provide all the light 
needed to enjoy the sights, sounds, and 
smells of a summer evening at the Nature 
Reserve. Participants will play a series 
of sensory-based games that test the 
senses. In addition, you’ll learn a bit about 
the various ecosystems of the Nature 
Reserve. All else excluded, the sight of 
a full moon rising over acres of tall grass 
prairie makes the journey worth the time 
spent.
Wednesday, July 1
7 to 9 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers

Family Night Bike Ride (SNR)
Bikers will follow a 3- or 5-mile route 
around the Nature Reserve on gravel trails, 
stopping for a tasty treat (optional) and to 
learn about the nocturnal animals at the 
Nature Reserve. There are some hills, but 
nothing that can’t be conquered with a 
little walk. Wear a helmet and bring a bike 
that handles gravel.
Wednesday, July 8 or Thursday, 
July 16 or Friday, August 14
6:30 to 8 p.m.
$5 members; $7 nonmembers

Evening Gravel Bar Adventure 
Climb aboard the Wilderness Wagon and 
we’ll ride to the Trail House where the 
evening’s adventure begins! Participants 
will learn about animals that are active 
during dusk as we hike down to the 
Meramec River gravel bar to explore and 
enjoy a campfire treat. Be prepared to hike 
up to 1.5 miles over uneven ground. 
Fridays, July 10 or July 24
6:30 to 9 p.m.
$12 members; $14 nonmembers

Geocaching 
You will learn navigation basics, how 
to use a GPS, what geocaching is, and 
practice finding a cache before going out 
on the trail to find the eight hidden caches. 
Note: price per child. GPS units provided.
Wednesday, July 15 or Tuesday, July 28 or 
Wednesday, August 5 or Tuesday, August 18
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$5 members; $7 nonmembers

Adventure Race 
Gather your team for this adventure race 
which will have you trekking all over the 
grounds while competing to answer 
questions and complete tasks. Even if you 
know the Nature Reserve well, this event 
will lead you to new areas where you will 
learn more about our plants and animals. 
Bring a sack lunch to keep your energy 
going. An ice cream buffet and prizes 
conclude the day .
Saturday, August 8
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Carriage House*
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Little Bugs (BH)
For ages 2 to 4. Bring your child to learn 
about butterflies and create a unique work 
of art together. Each session will explore 
a different insect and will include hands-
on crafts, a snack, a story, and a walk 
through the butterflies. When the weather 
allows, we will walk outside as well. Price 
per child. One adult per child please. 
10 to 11 a.m.
Check in at the Butterfly House front desk
Chris Hartley

Spring Series—6 Mondays: April 20, 27; May 4, 
11, 18, 25
$90 members; $108 nonmembers

Summer Series—4 Mondays: June 8, 15, 22, 29
$60 members; $72 nonmembers

Little Nature Explorers (SNR)
For ages 3 to 5. Early childhood peer 
interaction is key to early development. 
Take one class or take them all. Register 
by March 2, 2015 for three or more Little 
Nature Explorer classes, and your child 
will receive a t-shirt!
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$12 members; $15 nonmembers
Check in at the Shaw Nature 
Reserve Visitor Center
Karen Bryan, Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Fun with Weather: 
Monday, April 6 or Tuesday, April 7

All About Seeds! 
Monday, April 13 or Tuesday, April 14

Wiggle Worms: 
Monday, April 20 or Tuesday, April 21

April Showers Brings May Flowers: 
Monday, May 4 or Tuesday, May 5

Buggy Bugs: 
Monday, May 11 or Tuesday, May 12

Nature’s Babies: 
Monday, May 18 or Tuesday, May 19

YOUTHAND FAMILY
Programming
AGES 6 AND UNDER

The “Little Years” series is designed for parent-and-child 
experiences at three St Louis area sites: Missouri Botanical 
Garden, Butterfly House, and Shaw Nature Reserve. This series 
places the focus on your child, you, and the wonders of nature 
while preparing your child for preschool and kindergarten. Your 
child will learn skills such as taking turns, listening to the teacher 
and their friends, sharing, and making choices. Each class in all 
series includes hands-on activities, songs, stories, snacks, and a 
short walk. Price per child. One adult per child please.

Little Sprouts (ages 2-3); Missouri Botanical Garden

Little Bugs (ages 2-4); Butterfly House

Little Nature Explorers (ages 3-5); Shaw Nature Reserve

Little Sprouts: 
Spring (MBG)
For ages 2–3. Learn 
about plants and nature 
with your toddler during 
this 7-week series. As 
flowers begin to brighten 
the Garden, participants will learn about a 
specific plant part (seeds, flowers, leaves, 
or roots) during each class.
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$105 members; $126 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Kelly Wehrheim

Monday Series–*Note April 27 class meets in 
Children’s Garden Town Hall
7 Mondays: April 6, 13, 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18

Tuesday Series–*Note April 28 class meets in the 
Children’s Garden Town Hall
7 Tuesdays: April 7, 14, 21, 28; May 5, 12, 19

Wednesday Series–*Note April 29 class meets in 
the Children’s Garden Town Hall
7 Wednesdays: April 8, 15, 22, 29; May 6, 13, 20

Little Sprouts: Summer (MBG)
For ages 2-3. Learn about plants and 
nature with your toddler during this 4-week 
series. Explore new Garden habitats and 
learn about the plants and animals that 
make the forest, prairies, and gardens so 
special. 
10 to 11:30 a.m.
$60 members; $72 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Kelly Wehrheim

Monday Series—4 Mondays June 1, 8, 15, 22

Tuesday Series—4 Tuesdays June 2, 9, 16, 23

Wednesday Series—4 Wednesdays June 3, 10, 
17, 24
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FAMILY PROGRAMMING

Spring Peeper Musical (SNR)
For all ages. The Nature Reserve’s wetland 
attracts thousands of frogs during the 
mating season. The thunderous chorus 
must be heard to be believed. Join a guide 
for this frantic frog festival of song and 
learn about the different frog calls. Email 
Helen.McCallie@mobot.org (preferred) or 
call 636-451-3512 ext. 6075 to be added 
to the email or call list. When the spring 
peepers start their song, you will be 
contacted. Expected time frame: February 
15–March 31.
7:30 to 9:15 p.m.
$5 members; $8 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Helen McCallie, Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Insect Keeper for a Day (BH) 
For ages 8 to 12. Go behind the scenes 
and see what is involved in our animal 
care. Working alongside our entomology 
and education staff, students will assist 
with husbandry and general care of 
our animals and participate in handling 
and demonstrations for the public. 
This program will give students an 
understanding of the challenges and 
skills necessary for taking care of live 
arthropods. Each participant will receive 
a name badge, t-shirt, and mounted 
butterfly to take home. To schedule a date, 
please call 636-530-0076 ext. 10
8 a.m. to noon
$100 members; $120 nonmembers
Butterfly House at Faust Park
Butterfly House Staff

Garden Buds: Spring (MBG) 
For ages 4-6. Discover the amazing world 
of plants with your preschooler in Garden 
Buds! Price per child, per class. One 
adult per child please. Register by March 
2, 2015 for three or more Spring Garden 
Buds classes, and your child will receive 
a t-shirt!
$16 members; $19 nonmembers
Botanical Room (*except
where noted)
Thursdays: Kelly Wehrheim and 
Sundays: Sharon Lloyd

Climbers and Creepers 
Do plants move? They have roots, but they 
grow up, down, and all around to find the 
sunlight they need. Take home a creeping, 
crawly, climbing plant of your own.
Sunday, March 1, 1 to 2:30 p.m. or 
Thursday, March 5, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Cherry Blossom Time 
When the brave cherry blooms spring 
has surely sprung! Celebrate in Japanese 
style by making a Sakura (cherry blossom) 
picture.
Thursday, March 19, 10 to 11:30 a.m. or 
Sunday, March 22, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Budding Buddies 
A bud is a blanket around a baby flower or 
leaf. Let’s find these fuzzy friends on our 
way to the Chinese Garden. We’ll look for 
other signs of spring and you’ll get a flower 
bud to brighten your room!
Sunday, March 29, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Garden Room* 
or Thursday, April 2 ,10 to 11:30 a.m.

Swinging Through the Rainforest 
Who might be hanging from a banana 
plant? Discover which plants and animals 
live in the layers of the rainforest. Take 
home a rainforest plant to start your own 
jungle.
Sunday, April 12, 1 to 2:30 p.m. or 
Thursday, April 16, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

A Tasty Garden 
Do you ever eat plants? We sure do! 
Join us as we see what makes different 
gardens so delicious. We’ll have a healthy 
snack from the garden, and even plant our 
very own tasty garden to take home!
Sunday, April 19, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
*Garden Room or Thursday, 
April 23, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Exploring the Chinese Garden (MBG)
Join us as we explore the importance of 
plants in Chinese culture as well as visit a 
few of the Chinese lanterns on display.
Thursday, May 28, 10 to 11:30 a.m. or 
Sunday, May 31, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Garden Room*

Garden Buds: Summer 
Saturdays (MBG)
For ages 4-6. Discover the amazing world 
of plants with your preschooler in Garden 
Buds! Price per child, per class. One adult 
per child please. Register by May 15, 2015 
for three or more Garden Buds Summer 
Saturday classes, and your child will 
receive a t-shirt!
10 to 11:30 a.m. (*except
where noted)
$16 members; $19 nonmembers
Botanical Room
Sharon Lloyd

A Rainbow of Paint 
This class will allow you to capture your 
own interpretation of the beauty of the 
garden. We will dabble with brushes and 
watercolor paints as we sit in the Garden.
Saturday, June 6

A Gnome Home/Fairy Garden 
Back by popular demand! After a visit to 
the English Woodland Garden we will each 
create our own tiny container garden to 
take home. Let your imagination soar as 
you design your tiny treasure.
Saturday, June 13 
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.*

Sounds, Sights, and Other Sensations 
Join us as we use our senses to explore 
the Sensory Garden. We’ll make a 
sensory-inspired art project as well as pot 
a plant to take home.
Saturday, June 20

Search for Secrets...Exploring the Bird Garden 
Discover why birds find the Garden such 
a wonderful place to live, and make a bird 
feeder to help attract birds to your yard.
Saturday, July 11

Journey to China 
Join us as we explore the Chinese Garden. 
We will examine the plants of China as well 
as the amazing lanterns on display and 
create your own lantern to take home.
Saturday, July 18 
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.*

Forever Flowers 
Do you want to make those flowers last 
forever? Join us as we explore which 
flowers you can use to press and how to 
make fun flower crafts with them.
Saturday, July 25
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 1 to 2:30 p.m.*
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Nature Detectives Club (SNR)
For families with kids of all ages. Our lives 
can be so hectic: children going from one 
event to another, parents chauffeuring 
children, and grandparents trying to keep 
up with everyone’s activities. Let’s pause 
and discover the natural wonders at the 
Nature Reserve with your family. Meet 
other families to share outdoor adventures 
such as hands-on activities, interactive 
educational games, and hikes. Experience 
the benefits of time spent together 
outdoors! Price per person.
3 Saturdays: March 14, April 11, May 2nd
1 to 3 p.m.
$21 members; $25 nonmembers
Check in at the Shaw Nature 
Reserve Visitor Center
Karen Bryan, Shaw Nature Reserve staff

Fancy Tea with Mommy and Me (BH)
For families with kids of all ages. We are 
feeling fancy at the Butterfly House! Join 
us for a tea party where we’ll be eating 
tasty treats and sipping delightful drinks! 
No party would be complete without 
some fabulous take-home favors. Learn 
about our beautiful and fancy butterflies at 
this “can’t miss” party. Reservations are 
required and space is limited. Children 12 
months and younger are free. Price per 
person.
Sunday, May 3
10 to 11:30 a.m. or 2 to 3:30 p.m.
$12 members; $16 nonmembers
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Firefly Festival (BH)
For families with kids ages 3 and up 
(younger children are welcome). Our 
popular celebration of Earth’s living 
lanterns returns! Join us for firefly 
crafts, a firefly-themed snack, and firefly 
games. Then, experience the magical 
conservatory glow walks where we light 
the inside of the Butterfly House with 
twinkling lights. Wrap up the evening by 
joining staff on an outdoor journey to see 
real fireflies. Please bring one flashlight 
per person. Ages 2 and under are free. 
Price per person, per class.
Wednesdays, June 10 or June 17 or June 24
8 to 9:30 p.m.
$12 members; $14 nonmembers
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Lightening Bug 
Night Hike (SNR)
For all ages. Climb aboard the Wilderness 
Wagon for a trip to the tall grass prairie. 
From there we’ll hike up to the prairie 
observation platform to view the lightening 
bug display. Seeing their numerous lights 
dancing around the wetlands below is a 
rare treat. We’ll enjoy a beverage and learn 
about these magnificent creatures before 
our hike back down to the wagon. Ages 2 
and younger are free. Price per person.
Friday, June 12
8 to 9:30 p.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Rachel Weller, Shaw Nature Reserve

Bug Hunt (BH)
For families with kids of all ages. Explore 
the world of insects by going outside with 
them. Each child can play exciting games 
and complete crafts to take home. Adults 
will be able to pick up information on 
attracting butterflies to their gardens and 
building native bee houses. Outdoor bug 
hunts will be led by staff entomologists in 
the surrounding park land. Field sessions 
will be ongoing throughout the day with 
staff on hand to identify bugs you catch.
Saturday, July 11
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Bookworm Breakfast with The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar (BH)
For families with kids of all ages. Join 
the Very Hungry Caterpillar for brunch at 
the Butterfly House! You’ll be munching 
on a smorgasbord of all the Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’s favorite foods. Guests will 
meet live caterpillars and butterflies, 
listen to readings of Eric Carle’s book 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, and explore 
our interactive Bug Stations. This special 
day will be captured by a souvenir photo 
with the Very Hungry Caterpillar! Space 
is limited and advanced reservations are 
required. Children 12 months and younger 
free. Price per person.
Friday, July 17 or Saturday, July 18
9 to 10 a.m.
$12 members; $16 nonmembers
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Green Family Fun (MBG)
For families with kids of all ages. Going 
green is great—especially when everyone 
in the family can get involved! Imagine 
your youngest taking on recycling duty for 
the house, or your oldest managing the 
family’s compost bin! Join us for one—or 
all—of these exciting green family classes. 
Each class will explore the importance of 
making more sustainable choices for your 
home and family. We’ll start with a story 
and finish with a fun, interactive activity for 
the kids! Supported by supported the St. 
Louis-Jefferson Solid Waste Management 
District. 
Price is per child. Price per class.
10 a.m. to noon
$5 child members; $8 child nonmembers
See room locations below
Katherine Golden

Exploring the World of Worms 
Discover the secrets and mysteries of 
worms in this fun, interactive class. We 
will read a story about wriggly worms 
and learn how worms can help us reduce 
waste by eating our garbage. We’ll 
investigate a working worm bin and learn 
how to start one of our own!
Friday, March 21
Commerce Bank Center for Science 
Education, Room 126/127

Exploring Energy 
We use energy every day at home, at 
school, at work, and even when playing. 
Using energy wisely means being efficient 
and reducing how much energy you use. 
We’ll learn how technology helps us get 
energy from the sun to power our homes. 
We’ll read stories, play with fun solar-
powered toys, and more!
Saturday, May 16
Missouri Room 

Trash to Treasure 
Learn how to turn scrap paper into 
beautiful works of art as we study the 
paper recycling process and make our 
own recycled cards. Each participant will 
have fun recycling paper and creating their 
own work of art to take home in this fun, 
creative class.
Saturday, August 15
Center for Home Gardening ClassroomNEW!
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Shaw Family Adventures (SNR)
For families with kids ages 3 and older. 
Join us for an adventure and get hands-on 
with nature! Each class includes outdoor 
activities for your family to learn together 
about the plants, animals, and outdoor 
skills at the Nature Reserve. Price per 
child. Price per class.
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Check in at the Shaw Nature 
Reserve Visitor Center
Rachel Weller and Shaw Nature Reserve Staff*

Lucky Leaves 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by spending 
the morning at the Nature Reserve! We’ll 
hike to find shamrocks, paint with their 
lucky leaves, make a waterfall rainbow, 
hear a story, and play games along the 
way. 
Wednesday, March 11 or Tuesday, March 17 

Thicket Picnic 
We’ll hike to look for food, create a craft, 
hear a story, play games, pretend to cook 
with the nature food we found, and enjoy 
some tasty treats.
Fridays, April 17 or April 24

Polliwogs and Popsicles 
We’ll hear a story, net in the pond for 
polliwogs, hike to hear their sounds, play 
games, make a nature craft, and enjoy a 
popsicle treat.
Fridays, May 8 or May 15

Fairy Houses 
This program, based on the children’s 
book Fairy Houses by Tracy Kane, 
will shed some light on that question. 
Construct your own miniature house for 
a fairy, troll, gnome, or any other creature 
that may live in the woods at the Nature 
Reserve.
Tuesday, June 9 or Wednesday, 
June 17 or Thursday, June 25

Creek Stomp 
Grab your creek shoes and come explore 
Brush Creek with us! We will see what 
kinds of critters live in the creek. If the 
water level at Brush Creek is too high or 
low, we will explore one of the Nature 
Reserve’s ponds instead. Prepare to walk 
3/4 of a mile (round trip).
Thursday, June 11 or Friday, June 
19 or Tuesday, June 30 

Letterboxing 
Letterboxing combines hiking, treasure 
hunting, and creative expression into 
an activity that the whole family can 
enjoy. Join us as we seek out hidden 
letterboxes, following clues and recording 
our discoveries in a personal journal that 
we make. Learn how to discover other 
letterboxes hidden throughout the United 
States.
Monday, June 15 or Wednesday, June 24

Wilderness Wagon Ride 
Hear a story, search for signs of summer 
during your scavenger hunt wagon ride, 
and enjoy a cool treat.
Tuesday, July 7 or Wednesday, August 12

Dig in! Have Fun with Soil 
Soils are alive. Meet and play with living 
soil animals, paint a picture with soil, 
make mud, and touch quicksand. Discover 
what mud is, make different kinds of mud, 
and learn about the magic of soil texture 
and structure. Can you think of anything 
on earth that is not connected to soil? 
Everything we eat, wear, or play with 
comes from soil. Participants may bring 
a small sample of soil from their home 
garden, or yard to determine if it is clay, 
silt, sand, or loam. This class will also 
give you dirt-tastic ideas for science fair 
projects! 
Friday, June 26 or Monday, July 13
*Ross Braun

Flashlight Night Hike 
We’ll read a story, play a game, make a 
craft, and take a hike in the early evening 
using flashlights to find items from our 
story.
Wednesday, July 29 or Friday, August 7
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Insect Discovery (SNR)
For families with kids ages 6 and older. 
Come join professional entomologist Dr. 
James Trager as he leads us on a hike to 
explore the world of insects at the Nature 
Reserve. Grab a net and see what you 
might sweep up! Get hands-on as we look 
in every nook and cranny. Experience a 
close-up view as we peer through leaves. 
Lure in the bugs with bait and learn all 
about these animals and their homes. Nets 
provided. Price per person.
Friday, June 5
9 to 11 a.m.
$10 members; $12 nonmembers
Meet at the Shaw Nature Reserve Visitor Center
Dr. James Trager

Father’s Day: Let’s  
Build a Bee House (BH)
For families with kids ages 3 and up. Make 
a totally unique gift for Dad this year! 
Join us to build a bee house of hollow 
bamboo that will attract native pollinators 
to your yard. The houses are designed 
for small stingless bees, and they make 
visually interesting additions to any yard. 
Celebrate National Pollinator week with 
Dad at the Butterfly House! All materials 
provided. Snack provided. Price per child. 
One adult per child please.
Sunday, June 14
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
$12 members; $16 nonmembers
Meet at Butterfly House front desk
Butterfly House staff

Evening Insect  
Adventure: Blacklighting (BH)
For families with children age 6 and older. 
As part of our celebration of National Moth 
Week, come explore the wonderful insects 
that fly at night. Our entomologists will be 
setting up black lights, which will attract 
night-flying insects from miles away. 
This one-of-a-kind experience will give 
you a chance to closely observe rarely 
seen nocturnal insects that come to our 
light. Sightings may include large moths, 
beetles, crickets, and other fascinating 
insects. Includes a delicious snack. 
Wear comfortable walking shoes and 
dark-colored clothing. Please bring one 
flashlight per person. Price per person.
Friday, July 17
8 to 11 p.m.
$5 members; $8 nonmembers
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

NEW!

NEW!
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Great Green Adventures (MBG)
For ages 6-12. Sign up now or just drop in 
to explore a special area of the Garden. 
Younger siblings may attend. 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Free for members; $3 for nonmembers 
with Garden admission
Doris I. Schnuck Children’s Garden Ticket Fort
Kelly Wehrheim

Spectacular Spring
Join us as we search the Garden for the 
first signs for spring.
Saturday, March 21

The Mighty Oaks 
Let’s celebrate Arbor Day by getting to 
know some of the Garden’s mighty oak 
trees!
Saturday, April 18

My Senses Tell Me…. 
What do your senses tell you? Join us 
as we let our sense guide us on our walk 
through the Sensory Garden.
Saturday, May 16

Discover China 
Tucked away from view, the Chinese 
Garden may be easy to pass by, but this 
special garden is well worth the stop.
Saturday, June 20

Bees, Butterflies, and Blossoms 
Join us as we discover why bees and 
butterflies need blossoms, why blossoms 
need bees and butterflies, and why we 
need them all.
Saturday, July 18

Harvest Time! 
Join us as we explore the fruits and 
vegetables growing in the Garden.
Saturday, August 15

Nature-Loving Families (MBG)
For families with kids ages 6 and older. 
Join us as we use Nature’s Notebook to 
explore and learn about nature all while 
helping scientists and researchers gain 
knowledge about the plants and animals 
in our local area. Nature’s Notebook is a 
plant and animal phenology observation 
program of the USA National Phenology 
Network (www.usanpn.org). This new 
series will meet multiple times throughout 
the year, featuring seasonal guided walks, 
citizen science experiences, and ways 
to contribute the data you collect for 
scientific discovery. During each class we 
will learn about a new topic that can be 
observed using Nature’s Notebook as well 
as continue to collect data for the previous 
topics. We’ll have fun outdoors and learn 
about phenology as we become citizen 
scientists and better stewards of our local 
environments. Price per person, per class.
10 a.m. to noon
$6 members; $8 nonmembers
Missouri Room (*except
where noted)
Missouri Botanical Garden Staff

Nature’s Notebook
We’ll get a better understanding of 
Nature’s Notebook and some of their 
partners, learn how you can do it at home, 
and begin our investigation of some key 
plants and animals in the Garden.
Saturday, April 4

Celebrate Urban Birds 
Join us as we learn about and observe 
urban birds and continue our investigation 
of the key plants and animals in the 
Garden.
Saturday, May 30

The Great Sunflower Project 
Join us as we learn about the many 
pollinators that visit our plants and the 
important role they play in the Garden.
Saturday, August 29
Botanical Room*

Youth Fishing (SNR)
For families with kids ages 10 to 17. Join 
our experienced instructor for a chance to 
do some morning fishing at our wonderful 
lakes. Dive deeper into fishing: learn 
casting skills, fish ecology, and practice 
catch and release. Fishing is not normally 
allowed at the Nature Reserve so this is a 
rare opportunity. Bring your own rod and 
tackle. Live bait provided. Be prepared to 
do some light hiking. Price per person.
Sunday, April 12
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
$7 members; $9 nonmembers
Adlyne Freund Center
Aileen Abbott, Shaw Nature Reserve Staff

Camp EarthWays: Young 
Green Builders (MBG)
Calling all cool planet kids ages 10-13! 
Come explore the built environment, 
learn about sustainability, and more! 
In this week-long day camp, campers 
will investigate sustainable building 
design as they create a fantasy green 
home from the inside out, interact 
with architects, construction, and city 
planning professionals, and hop aboard 
public transportation to discover new 
neighborhoods and homes. Many thanks 
to the St. Louis Jefferson Solid Waste 
Management District for making this 
program available at a lower cost to our 
participants.
July 13-17
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$170 members; $185 nonmembers
Commerce Bank Education Center, Room 125
Katherine Golden
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March Morpho Mania (BH)
For all ages. Explore the beautiful blue 
morpho butterfly’s home as we transform 
our building into a rainforest. Experience 
the sights and sounds of the morpho’s 
Costa Rican home while you work on 
tropical-themed crafts and play interactive 
games. Then, step into our tropical 
conservatory to see 2,000 blue morphos 
in flight!
Month of March (Tuesday–Sunday)
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Spring Fling (BH)
For all ages. Join us as we celebrate 
the important insects that help to make 
our gardens grow! Each week, we will 
highlight a different beneficial insect 
through fun facts, crafts, games, and other 
family-friendly activities. Come and learn 
more about bees, ladybugs, ants, and of 
course, butterflies!
Weekends in April
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Green Homes Festival (BH)
For all ages. Save the date for our new 
location! Celebrate sustainable living 
with the whole family in this festival of 
learning, playing, and engaging with local 
sustainability experts. Check out more 
than 70 exhibitors and explore home 
improvement ideas and plant-based 
options for living greener. Learn from 
expert presentations and demos about the 
many ways that plants, air, water, soil, and 
energy sustain our homes, our health, and 
our living Earth. Plus enjoy music, food, 
shopping, and more.
Saturday, June 20
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Free access to festival; admission 
fees will apply for Butterfly House 
and St. Louis Carousel.
Butterfly House and Faust Park Grounds
Presented by EarthWays Center of 
the Missouri Botanical Garden

SPECIALEVENTS National Pollinator Week (BH)
For all ages. Celebrate all pollinators from 
butterflies to bees and hummingbirds to 
bats. Learn how these fantastic animals 
enrich our lives whether we are gardening 
or just taking a trip to the grocery store. 
Participate in games and activities 
featuring our pollinator friends, and take 
home ideas for attracting pollinators to 
your yard.
June 16 to 19
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Be sure to check out Father’s Day: Let’s 
Build a Bee House (page 53)

Celebrate National 
Moth Week (BH)
For all ages. Celebrate National Moth 
Week at the Butterfly House! Did you 
know there are rainbow-colored moths 
and moths that hover like hummingbirds? 
Come explore with us as we put living 
examples of the largest moths in the world 
on display and showcase their beauty. 
Play exciting games to see how moths 
survive in nature, and learn how these 
rarely seen insects benefit us every day.
July 21 to 26
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

Check out Evening Insect Adventure: 
Blacklighting during National Moth 
Week! (Page 53)

Paper Kite Butterfly Festival (BH)
For all ages. Experience flight and wonder 
as we celebrate the paper kite butterfly 
throughout the month of August. Watch 
paper kite butterflies fly throughout our 
tropical conservatory as we increase 
the number of these magnificent white 
butterflies all month long.
Month of August (Tuesday–Sunday)
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at the Butterfly House front desk
Butterfly House staff 

Paper Kite Family Sundays (BH) 
Each Sunday in August, come to Paper 
Kite Family Sundays where you can 
decorate paper butterflies and create your 
very own kite to take home. Have fun while 
learning what makes butterflies and kites 
soar.
5 Sundays: August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Included with admission
Meet at Butterfly House Front Desk
Butterfly House staff

NEW!

NEW

LOCATION

NEW!

NEW!
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scouting out  
a challenge
PROGRAMS & WORKSHOPS

Explore the world of insects, bw wva naturalist, or get your hands 
dirty planting a seed! Scouts enjoy a variety of hands-on nature  

and STEM-based programming at all three of our sites: the  
Missouri Botanical Garden, Shaw Nature Reserve, and the  

Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly House. 

Programs are aligned with badge and award requirements.
 • Programs for Groups
 • Badge Workshops for Individuals
 •  Overnights at the Missouri Botanical Garden and  

Shaw Nature Reserve

Find the perfect fit for your group at

www.mobot.org/scouts
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EarthWays 
Center

Learn more at 

www.mobot.org/ewc

Increasing Home Comfort, 
Health & Safety While Saving 
Energy and Money 

page 31

All Aboard! Discovering the 
Joys of Public Transportation 

page 31

Biking 101: Tips and Tricks for 
Safe Biking

page 31

Is There Really an Away? page 32

Field Trip: Where is Away? 
Composting at St. Louis 
Composting, Inc.

page 5

Plants in the City: Vacant 
Lots Come Alive in Historic 
Neighborhood

page 4

Exploring the City: Water page 5

Rainscaping 101 page 29

Recycling 101 page 32

Green Cleaning Solutions page 31

Green Family Fun page 51

For families with kids of all ages

Camp EarthWays:  
Young Green Builders

page 55

Celebrate sustainable 
living with the whole 

family in this festival of 
learning, playing, and 
engaging with local 

sustainability experts. 

Saturday, June 20
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Butterfly House

Presented by  
EarthWays Center

SEE PAGE 56

The EarthWays Center promotes sustainability through 
environmental education and by improving the built environment. 
Our classes connect people to plants and range from green living 

topics such as energy efficiency and solid waste reduction to  
local foods and building sustainable communities. Join us at one of 

these fun, educational, and sustainable classes! 

Composting 101 page 23

PHOTO
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CLASS INFORMATION /POLICIES

PAYMENT OPTIONS (please check one):

Please check one: o Member o Nonmember o Staff o Volunteer

Missouri Botanical Garden Member ID: _________________________

Payment Method:  o Check o Visa o MasterCard o Discover

Card #: _______________________________________________________ 

Exp:  ____________________ 3-Digit Verification Code:  _____________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________________________

Course Name Attendee Location Date Fee

Name: ________________________________________________________________ Gender*: __________

Child’s name and age (if applicable): _____________________________________ Gender*: __________

Address: ________________________________________City/State/Zip: ____________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________________ Work Phone:____________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________________

* Gender information needed only for overnight programs.

Mail to:

Missouri Botanical Garden, Education Division, P.O. Box 299, St. Louis, MO 63166

Notice: Classes may be photographed and/or recorded for use by the Garden in its communications 

efforts. Students wishing not to be photographed or recorded should inform the photographer.

REGISTRATION FORM

Location of Classes: Site maps are 
available at www.mobot.org/classes. 
PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK THE 
LOCATION OF YOUR CLASSES.  
You will receive confirmation via email or 
regular mail. Please refer to that for details 
about class location.

Class Information and  
Material Lists: Individual class details and 
material lists are available online at www.
mobot.org/classes within each individual 
class listing.

Wait List: If your confirmation states that 
you are on the wait list, you will be called or 
emailed if an opening occurs.

Accommodations and Accessibility: 
If you are in need of an accommodation, 
please call (314) 577-5140 at least 2 weeks 
prior to the date of the class. We will do our 
best to meet your needs. 

Cancellations/Refunds: 
• For cancellations more than 5 business 
days prior to the class, a full refund, minus 
a $5 processing fee (NO REFUND FOR 
LESS THAN $10), will be issued, unless 
otherwise noted. Refunds cannot be issued 
for missed classes or cancellations fewer 
than 5 business days prior to class date. A 
business day is defined as Monday through 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., no Saturdays, 
Sundays, or federal holidays. Please 
consider your payment a donation to the 
Garden. 

•  For overnight program refunds, 
cancellations must be made at least 2 
weeks prior to the program. Refunds 
cannot be issued for cancellations fewer 
than 2 weeks or missed programs. 

•  Many classes will allow you to send an 
alternate participant if you are unable to 
attend. Please call 
(314) 577-9506 prior to class.

• If the Missouri Botanical Garden must 
cancel a class, you will be notified and 
receive a full refund. 

•  Participants are encouraged to register 
early, as programs with insufficient 
registration (depending on type of 
class) will be canceled approximately 
5 days before the scheduled start date 
(overnights, 2 weeks). A full refund will be 
issued in this case. 

•  A transfer to another class is handled as a 
refund and is subject to the above policy.

Inclement Weather: Participants should 
come dressed for the weather. Most 
classes are held rain or shine. If we are 
unable to hold a class due to inclement 
weather, you will be notified and receive a 
full refund. 

Dismissal Policy: The Missouri Botanical 
Garden is committed to offering the 
highest quality educational experience 
to all its students. To ensure a quality 
experience, the Garden reserves the right 
to dismiss any participant for any reason 
without refund.

Questions: For questions and 
online process information, please 
call (314) 577-9506 or email 
classes@mobot.org. For individual 
questions at ShawNature Reserve call 
(636) 451-3512 x 6007, Butterfly House 
call (636) 530-0076 x 13 and for Missouri 
Botanical Garden call (314) 577-9506.

Give the gift of knowledge! Education Gift 
Certificates available! Call Carol at (314) 
577-9506.
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CLASSES ARE  
ALSO OFFERED AT: 
Com

m
erce Bank Center for Science 

Education 
4651 Shaw

 Blvd. 
St. Louis, M

O 63110

Shaw
 Nature Reserve 

Hw
y 100 at I–44 (exit 253) 

P.O. Box 38 
Gray Sum

m
it, M

O 63039 
(636) 451-3512

Sophia M
. Sachs Butterfly House 

15193 Olive Blvd., Faust Park 
Chesterfield, M

O 63017 
(636) 530-0076

(M
aps are available online)


