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Type

Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
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Plants of Merit 2000 - 2022

2000

Scientific Name

Capsicum annuum 'Parks Early Thickset'
Dyssodia tenuiloba

Lobularia maritima 'Snow Crystals'
Lycopersicon esculentum 'Big Beef'
Lycopersicon esculentum 'Pink Girl'
Nicotiana sylvestris

Nierembergia hippomanica 'Mont Blac'
Origanum majorana 'Kent's Beauty'
Rudbeckia hirta 'Indian Summer'
Verbena bonariensis

Zinnia angustifolia

Anemone japonica 'Honorine Jobert'
Boltonia asteroides 'Snowbank’
Brunnera macrophylla

Caryopteris x cladonensis 'Longwood Blue'
Cimicifuga simplex 'White Pearl’
Epimedium x versicolor 'Sulphureum'’
Helianthus salicifolius

Helleborous orientalis

Heuchera americana '‘Chocolate Ruffles'
Hosta x 'Halcyon'

Iris siberica 'Caesar's Brother'

Mazus reptans

Miscanthus sinensis 'Adagio’

Nepeta fassenii 'Blue Wonder'
Ophiopogon planiscapus 'Ebony Knight'
Perovskia atriplicifolia

Scabiosa columbaria 'Butterfly Blue'
Stachys byzantina 'Helene Von Stein'
Cornus mas 'Golden Glory'

Cornus stolonifera 'Cardinal’

Corylus avellana 'Contorta’

Cotinus coggygria 'Velvet Cloak’
Forsythia x 'Gold Tide'

Common Name
sweet bell pepper
Dahlberg daisy
sweet alyssum

big beef tomato
pink girl tomato
flowering tobacco
cupflower

sweet marjoram
black-eyed susan
vervain

Mexican zinnia
Japanese anemone
boltonia

Siberian bugloss
bluebeard
bugbane
epimedium
willow-leaved sunflower
lenten rose

coral bells

hosta

Siberian iris
mazus

eulalia grass
catmint

mondo grass
Russian sage
pincushion flower
lamb's ears
cornelian cherry
redtwig dogwood
Harry Lauder's walking stick
smoketree
forsythia
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Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree

Hydrangea quercifolia

llex verticillata 'Red Sprite'
Itea virginica 'Henry's Garnet'
Rhododendron x 'Girard Rose'
Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low’
Syringa meyeri

Acer griseum

Amelanchier x grandiflora 'Autumn Brilliance'

Betula nigra 'Heritage'
Cercis canadensis 'Forest Pansy'
Parrotia persica

Scientific Name

Cuphea hyssopifolia

Gomphrena globosa 'Buddy’
Amsonia tabernaemontana

Patrinia scapiosifolia

Solidago sphacelata 'Golden Fleece'
Aesculus parviflora

Acer triflorum

Chionanthus virginicus

Nyssa sylvatica

Scientific Name

Begonia 'Dragon Wing'

Lablab purpureus

Melampodium divaricatum 'Derby’
Scaevola aemula 'Blue Wonder'
Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Karl Foerster'
Heliopsis helianthoides 'Summer Sun'
Thalictrum rochebruneanum

Hibiscus syriacus 'Diana’

Weigela 'Olympiade’ BRIANT RUBIDOR
Acer truncatum

Carpinus caroliniana

Malus 'Mary Potter'

oakleaf hydrangea
winterberry
sweetspire
evergreen azalea
aromatic sumac
Korean lilac
paperbark maple
serviceberry
heritage birch
eastern redbud
Persian ironwood

Common Name
false heather

globe amaranth
bluestar

patrinia

goldenrod
bottlebrush buckeye
three-flowered maple
fringetree

sour gum

Common Name
begonia

hyacinth bean
melampodium

fan flower

feather reed grass
oxeye

meadow rue

rose of Sharon
weigela

shantung maple
American hornbeam
crabapple
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Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Vine
Tree
Tree
Tree

Scientific Name

Calibrachoa Terra Cotta'

Evolvulus glomeratus 'Hawaiian Blue Eyes'
Strobilanthes dyeriana

Aster oblongifolius

Callirhoe involucrata

Hosta "June'

Lobelia cardinalis

Silphium laciniatum

Calycanthus floridus

Hamamelis vernalis

Physocarpus opulifolius

Aesculus pavia

Amelanchier arborea

Carpinus betulus 'Fastigiata'

Cornus kousa var. chinensis

Magnolia grandiflora '‘Bracken's Brown Beauty'
Picea pungens 'Fat Albert'

2004

Scientific Name

Hamelia patens

Hemigraphis 'Exotica’

Verbena 'Imagination’

Astilbe chinensis var. pumila
Baptisia australis

Hypericum calycinum

Tricyrtis formosana

Aristolochia tomentosa
Chamaecyparis pisifera 'Fillifera Aurea'
Fothergilla gardenii

Hydrangea arborescens

Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris
Cercidiphyllum japonicum

Magnolia virginiana var. australis
Pinus bungeana

Common Name
calibrachoa
evolvulus

Persian shield
aromatic aster
Poppy mallow
hosta

cardinal flower
compass plant
Carolina allspice
Ozark witch hazel
ninebark

Red buckeye
downy serviceberry
upright European hornbeam
Chinese dogwood
Southern magnolia
Colorado spruce

Common Name
scarlet bush

waffle plant
verbena

Chinese astilbe
blue false indigo

St. John's wort

toad lily
dutchman'’s pipe
Japanese falsecypress
fothergilla

smooth hydrangea
climbing hydrangea
katsura tree

sweet bay magnolia
lacebark pine
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Type
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree

Scientific Name

Isotoma axillaris

Nierembergia scoparia 'Purple Robe'
Amsonia hubrichtii

Hyacinthoides hispanica

Polystichum acrostichoides
Sporobolus heterolepis

Lindera benzoin

Symphoricarpos x chenaultii 'Hancock'
Quercus phellos

2006

Scientific Name

Canna 'Striata’

Ipomoea quamoclit

Xanthosma 'Lime Zinger'

Geranium 'Gerwat' ROZANNE

Stachys macrantha 'Superba’

Buxus microphylla var. japonica '‘Morris Midget'
Heptacodium miconioides

Styrax japonicus 'Pink Chimes'

Scientific Name

Asclepias curassavica

Brassica oleracea (Acephala Group) 'Redbor’
Melinis nerviglumis 'Pink Crystals'
Tecoma stans 'Gold Star'
Tradescantia pallida 'Purpurea’
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
Dianthus 'Feuerhexe' FIREWITCH
Narcissus ‘Tahiti'

Phlox paniculata 'Robert Poore'
Lagerstroemia 'Acoma’

Lonicera sempervirens
Rhododendron 'My Mary'

Thuja 'Green Giant'

Common Name
laurentia
cupflower

bluestar

Spanish bluebell
Christmas fern
prairie dropseed
Spicebush
coralberry

willow oak

Common Name
canna lily

cypress vine
elephant ear
cranesbill

big betony
Japanese boxwood
seven-son flower
Japanese snowbell

Common Name
blood flower
ornamental kale
ruby grass

yellow bells

purple-heart spiderwort

cape leadwort
cheddar pink

double daffodil
garden phlox
crapemyrtle

trumpet honeysuckle
azalea

arborvitae
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Type

Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual

Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree

2008

Scientific Name

Ageratum houstonianum 'Blue Horizon'
Capsicum annuum 'Black Pearl'
Coreopsis tinctoria

Cuphea 'David Verity'

Dichondra argentea 'Silver Falls'
Euphorbia hypericifolia 'Inneuphe’
DIAMOND FROST

Pennisetum orientale 'Tall Tails'
Baptisia sphaerocarpa

Carex 'Ice Dance'

Monarda bradburiana

Polygonatum odoratum var. pluriflorum 'Variegatum'
Callicarpa dichotoma 'Early Amethyst'
Cephalanthus occidentalis

Cercis canadensis f. alba 'Royal White'
Cotinus obovatus

Ginkgo biloba 'Autumn Gold'
Magnolia virginiana 'Jim Wilson' MOONGLOW
Picea abies 'Acrocona’

Quercus bicolor

2009

Scientific Name

Angelonia angustifolia 'Serena Mixture'
Brassica oleracea

Cyperus papyrus 'King Tut'

Ruellia brittoniana 'Purple Showers'
Athyrium 'Ghost'

Eryngium yuccifolium

Juncus effusus

Clethera alnifolia 'Ruby Spice'
Pinus strobus 'Sea Urchin'

Taxus x media 'Citation’

Acer campestre

Quercus muehlenbergii

Tilia americana 'Redmond’

Common Name
floss flower
ornamental pepper
dryer's tickseed
cuphea

dichondra

spurge

oriental fountain grass
false indigo
Japanese grass sedge
beebalm

Solomon’s seal
beautyberry
buttonbush

eastern redbud
American smoketree
maidenhair tree
sweet bay magnolia
Norway spruce
swamp white oak

Common Name
angelonia

red cabbage
papyrus

Mexican petunia
fern
rattlesnake-master
soft rush

sweet pepperbush
eastern white pine
yew

hedge maple
chinkapin oak
American linden
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Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Edible
Edible
Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub

Shrub

Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Edible
Edible
Edible
Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial

Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

2010

Scientific Name

Celosia argentea (Plumosa Group) ‘New Look'
Lantana camara (Landmark Series)
Pentas lanceolata

Salvia farinacea 'Victoria Blue'

Beta vulgaris 'Bull's Blood'

Foeniculum vulgare 'Purpureum’
Vaccinium corymbosum 'Bluecrop’
Begonia grandis

Hemerocallis 'Happy Returns'
Leucanthemum x superbum 'Becky’
Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’

Buxus 'Green Velvet'

Hydrangea paniculata 'Interhydia’

PINK DIAMOND

Viburnum dentatum ‘Christom’

BLUE MUFFIN

Acer saccharum 'Bailsta’ FALL FIESTA
Cladrastis kentukea

Quercus x warei 'Long' REGAL PRINCE
Taxodium distichum var. imbricatum

2011

Scientific Name

Rudbeckia hirta 'Prairie Sun’

Salvia guaranitica 'Black & Blue'

Asimina triloba

Beta vulgaris subsp. cida var. flavescens 'Bright Lights'
Capsicum annuum 'Purple Flash'

Ocimum x citriodorum 'Pesto Perpetuo’

Asarum canadense

Helleborus 'Walhelivor' IVORY PRINCE

Liriope muscari 'Royal Purple'

Sedum kamtschaticum var. floriferum 'Weihenstephaner
Gold'

Hydrangea paniculata 'Limelight'

llex verticillata 'Afterglow'

Picea abies 'Little Gem'

Viburnum x burkwoodii ‘Conoy'

Acer miyabei 'Morton' STATE STREET

Corylus colurna

Magnolia 'Butterflies'

Metasequoia glyptostroboides 'Raven’ Shaw's Legacy®'

Common Name
feather celosia
lantana

Egyptian star flower
mealycup sage
bull's blood beet
bronze fennel
highbush blueberry
hardy begonia
daylily

shasta daisy
stonecrop sedum
boxwood

panicle hydrangea

arrowwood viburnum

sugar maple
yellow wood
regal prince oak
pond cypress

Common Name
black-eyed susan
anise-scented sage
pawpaw

swiss chard
ornamental pepper
basil

wild ginger
hellebore

liriope

orange stonecrop

panicle hydrangea
winterberry

Norway spruce
burkwood viburnum
maple

Turkish hazel
magnolia

Raven dawn redwood
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Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Edible
Edible
Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual

Annual

Edible
Edible

Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Vine

2012

Scientific Name

Begonia x benariensis BIG SERIES

Cleome 'Inncleoser' SENORITA ROSALITA
Portulaca oleracea RIO SERIES

Salvia elegans 'Golden Delicious'

Zinnia marylandica ZAHARA DOUBLE FIRE
Cymbopogon citratus

Lactuca sativa 'Merlot'

Petroselinum crispum

Brunnera macrophylla 'Jack Frost'

Nepeta racemosa 'Walker's Low'

Panicum virgatum 'Northwind'

Aronia melanocarpa 'Autumn Magic'

Cotinus coggygria ‘Ancot' GOLDEN SPIRIT
Viburnum 'Pragensis’

Cornus florida 'Comco No. 1' CHEROKEE BRAVE
Gymnocladus dioica

Picea abies

Viburnum prunifolium

2013

Scientific Name

Lobularia 'Inslbusnopr' SNOW PRINCESS
Plectranthus argentatus 'Silver Shield'
Petunia 'Ustuni6001' SUPERTUNIA
VISTA BUBBLEGUM

Basella rubra 'Red Stem'

Malus pumila 'Lonacre' STARKSPUR
ARKANSAS BLACK

Ribes odoratum

Carex flacca 'Blue Zinger'

Carex muskingumensis

Heuchera 'Caramel’

Spiraea thunbergii 'Ogon' MELLOW YELLOW
Viburnum plicatum forma tomentosum
Pinus flexilis "Vanderwolf's Pyramid'
Malus 'JFS-KW5' ROYAL RAINDROPS
Syringa reticulata subsp. pekinensis
Bignonia capreolata

Common Name
begonia

spider flower

MOSS rose
pineapple sage
zinnia

lemon grass

lettuce

common parsley
Siberian bugloss
catnip

switch grass

black chokeberry
smoke tree

Prague viburnum
dogwood

Kentucky coffee tree
Norway spruce
blackhaw viburnum

Common Name
sweet alyssum
silver spurflower
petunia

Malabar spinach
dwarf apple

clove currant

sedge

palm sedge

coral bells
Thunberg's spirea
doublefile viburnum
Limber pine
Flowering crabapple
Chinese tree lilac
Cross vine
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Type
Annual

Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Bulb
Bulb
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub

Type
Annual
Bulb
Bulb
Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree

2014

Scientific Name

Impatiens hawkeri SUNPATIENS SERIES
Aralia racemosa

Maianthemum stellatum

Pycnanthemum muticum

Stachys spathulata

Stephanandra tanakae

Exochorda x macrantha "The Bride'
Halesia diptera MAGNIFLORA GROUP

2015

Scientific Name

Beta vulgaris (Garden Beet Group) 'Bull's Blood'
Brassica oleracea (Acephala Group) 'Redbor’

Cuphea VERMILLIONAIRE
Camassia cusickii

Alocasia 'Sarian'

Actaea matsumurae 'White Pearl’
Amsonia tabernaemontana
Anemone x hybrida 'Honorine Jobert'
Symphyotrichum oblongifolium
Thymophylla tenuiloba

Xanthosoma 'Lime Zinger'

Clethra alnifolia 'Ruby Spice'
Cornus sericea 'Cardinal’

llex verticillata 'Nana' RED SPRITE

2016

Scientific Name

Colocasia gigantea 'Thailand Giant Strain’
Chionodoxa forbesii 'Blue Giant'
Chionodoxa 'Pink Giant'
Lycopersicon esculentum 'Sungold’
Aruncus dioicus

Hibiscus 'Blue River II'

Clematis 'Rooguchi’

Cornus sanguinea 'Midwinter Fire'
Deutzia gracilis 'Nikko'

Juniperus procumbens 'Green Mound'
Juniperus virginiana Taylor'

Common Name

New Guinea impatiens

American spikenard
false Solomon's seal
blunt mountainmint
betony
stephanandra
pearlbush

silverbell tree

Common Name
beet

kale

cuphea

Cusick's camass
elephant's ear
bugbane

blue star
windflower
aromatic aster
Dahlberg daisy
elephant's ear
sweet pepperbush
red twig dogwood
winterberry

Common Name
giant elephant’s ear
glory of the snow
glory of the snow
tomato

goat's beard

hardy hibiscus
clematis

bloodtwig dogwood
slender deutzia

Japanese garden juniper

red cedar
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Type
Bulb
Bulb
Bulb
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree

Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Bulb
Edible
Edible
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Tree
Vine

2017

Plants of Merit were not selected in 2017

2018

Scientific Name

Iris reticulata

Mertensia virginica

Narcissus 'Rapture’

Asclepias tuberosa

Bouteloua gracilis 'Blonde Ambition’

Calamintha nepeta subsp nepeta

Heuchera 'Southern Comfort'

Liatris aspera

Schizachyrium scoparium '‘MinnblueA' BLUE HEAVEN
Calycanthus chinensis

Hamamelis x intermedia 'Arnold's Promise'
Hydrangea arborescens 'Abetwo' INCREDIBALL
Hydrangea quercifolia 'Flemygea' SNOW QUEEN
Acer palmatum 'Katsura'

Acer palmatum '‘Germaine's Gyration'

Magnolia x loebneri 'Merrill'

2019

Scientific Name

Alocasia ‘Sarian’

Colocasia esculenta ‘Black Coral’
Impatiens BOUNCE SERIES
Plectranthus ‘Ufo646° RED HEAD
Melanthium virginicium

Physalis ixocarpa ‘Grande Rio Verde’
Solanum melongena ‘Aswad’

Asclepias incarnata

Hylotelephium telephium ‘Cherry Truffle’
Rudbeckia maxima

Hibiscus ‘Midnight Marvel’

Hydrangea arborescens ‘Hayes Starburst’
Physocarpus opulifolius

Quercus lyrata

Rhamnus caroliniana

Lycopersicon esculentum ‘Rapunzel’
Vigna caracalla

Common Name
reticulated iris
Virginia bluebells
cyclamineus daffodil
butterfly weed

blue grama
calamint

coral bells

blazing star

little bluestem
Chinese sweetshrub
witch hazel

smooth hydrangea
oakleaf hydrangea
Japanese maple
Japanese maple
magnolia

Common Name
elephant’s ear

taro

impatiens

coleus
bunchflower
tomatillo

eggplant

swamp milkweed
stonecrop

large coneflower
hibiscus

smooth hydrangea
ninebark

overcup oak
Carolina buckthorn
tomato

corkscrew flower
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Type
Annual
Bulb
Bulb
Edible
Houseplant
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Shrub
Tree

Type

Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual

Annual
Bulb
Bulb
Edible
Houseplant
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Vine

2020

Scientific Name

Salvia ‘Balsalmisp’ MYSTIC SPIRES BLUE
Dodecatheon meadia

Fritillaria meleagris

Solanum melongena ‘Patio Baby’
Tradescantia spathacea ‘Vittata’
Allium ‘Millenium’

Echinacea pallida

Sisyrinchium angustifolium
Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Ruby Slippers’
Neviusia alabamensis

Sassafras albidum

Scientific Name

Alocasia LOW RIDER

Begonia ‘Gryphon’

Gomphocarpus physocarpus

Lantana camara LITTLE LUCKY SERIES
e Little Lucky Hot Pink

Little Lucky Lemon Cream

Little Lucky Orange

Little Lucky Peach Glow

Little Lucky Pot of Gold

Sedum LEMON CORAL

Caladium ‘Burning Heart’

Eranthis hyemalis

Brassica rapa (Chinensis Group) ‘Violetta’
Stromanthe sanguinea ‘Tristar’

Aralia cordata ‘Sun King’

Asclepias syriaca

Echinacea ‘TNECHKR’ KISMET RASPBERRY
Helleborus ‘Coseh 710° PINK FROST
Lindera angustifolia

Amelanchier laevis

Tilia tomentosa

Cissus javana

Common Name
salvia

shooting star
checkered lily
eggplant
Moses-in-a-basket
ornamental onion
pale purple coneflower
blue-eyed grass
oakleaf hydrangea
Alabama snow wreath
sassafras

Common Name
elephant’s ear
begonia

balloon plant
lantana

stonecrop
elephant’s ear
winter aconite
pak-choi
stromanthe
Japanese spikenard
common milkweed
coneflower
hellebore

Oriental spicebush
Allegheny serviceberry
silver linden

rex begonia vine
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Type
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual
Bulb
Bulb
Edible
Houseplant
Perennial
Perennial
Perennial
Shrub
Tree
Tree
Vine

Scientific Name

Begonia ‘Canary Wing’

Capsicum annuum ‘Onyx Red’
Colocasia esculenta ‘Blue Hawaii’
Dianthus DIAMOND SCARLET IMPROVED
Duranta erecta ‘Cuban Gold’
Amorphophallus konjac

Narcissus ‘Carlton’

Salvia rosmarinus ‘Blue Rain’
Philodendron ‘Winterbourn’ XANADU
Helleborus ‘Confetti Cake’

Salvia nemorosa ‘Wesuwe’

Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’

Hibiscus SUMMERIFIC HOLY GRAIL
Cercis Canadensis ‘Appalachian Red’
Oxydendrum arboreum

Clitoria ternatea

Common Name
begonia
ornamental pepper
taro

pink

pigeon berry
devil’s tongue
large-cupped daffodil
rosemary
philodendron
hellebore

meadow sage
rough goldenrod
hibiscus

eastern redbud
sourwood

butterfly pea
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