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St. Louis County’s 

Native Landscaping Story

� Our Role Supporting Subdivision 
Trustees

� Native Landscaping Initiatives
� Parks Department Leading the Way
� Native Landscaping Guidebook 
� Native Commons
� Lots of Beauty



Supporting

Subdivision Trustees



Subdivision Support

� Resource Website

� Workshops
� Publications

� Trustee Roster
� Speaker’s Bureau

� Neighborhood 
Walks

� Problem Solving & 
Support



It’s All About 

The Common Ground



Native Landscaping 

Initiatives



Parks Department Leads the Way



Parks & Native Landscaping

� Policy of planting 
natives to reduce 
maintenance costs

� 330+ acres in 13 parks

� Majority planted in 
2005/2006



Bon Oak Park



Charrette at Lemasters Elem.



Bon Oak Master Plan



Bon Oak Improvements



Native Landscaping Guidebook



11,000 acres of 
common ground=
8.5 Forest Parks

















Native Landscaping Guidebook

� Goal: reduce 
maintenance costs

� Our Approach
� Planning, not technical
� Customized for 

subdivision 
associations



Native Landscaping Guidebook

� Partners
� Other St. Louis County 

departments
� Missouri Department of 

Conservation
� Contractors
� Local Native Landscaping 

Advocates
� Subdivision trustees



Native Landscaping Guidebook

� Format
� Education
� Step-by-step process
� Resources

� Graphically 
compelling
� Graphs, diagrams, 

case studies, timelines 
and lots of pictures















Native Landscaping Guidebook

� Getting the word out
� tinyurl.com/NativeLandscapingGuide
� Distributed to project stakeholders
� Direct mailing, distributed at town halls, 

vendor fairs, community meetings
� Brown bag lunch



Implementation



The Native Commons

� $10,000 demonstration 
project

� Partnership with MDC

� Purpose
� Success on the ground
� Learning experience
� Generate interest, get partners 

on board
� Success to point other 

subdivisions to



The Native Commons

� Applications

� Selection process
� Financial capacity
� Potential environmental impact
� Volunteer support/partnerships
� Visibility/outreach potential



The Native Commons

� Follow our progress
� tinyurl.com/NativeCommons

Timeline

April Select subdivision

May Initial meeting with trustees and subdivision

June Pre-installation BioBlitz and site analysis

September Presentation of native landscaping plan

October Site preparation

December Planting

2013 & 2014 Monitoring, meetings as needed

2015 Post-installation BioBlitz



Lots of Beauty

� The need
� Public Works demolishes 

dilapidated structures 
and maintains county-
owned land

� Maintenance is an 
ongoing issue

� Goal to cut spending by 
mowing less



Lots of Beauty

� The project
� Demolition of 5 vacant 

properties
� Integrated native planting 

into demolition bids
� Seeds sown in February, 

2012
� Education/outreach

� Potential for future 
projects



Thank You

Justin Carney
jcarney@stlouisco.com | 314-615-3840

Louis Clayton
lclayton@stlouisco.com | 314-615-2529

On the web:
Stlouisco.com/plan
Facebook.com/stlouisco.plan


