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Native Plant Seeding –

Chapter 2 NOW ADDED
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DRY AREA MIX
Grasses/Sedges
Andropogon ternarius Splitbeard bluestem 1-2 1.5 silver x x x x x x x x x x L L 32
Andropogon virginicus Broomsedge 1-2 1.5 orange x x x x x x x x x M L 32
Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats grama 1-2 1 tan x x x x x x x x L L 64
Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem 2-3 1.5 bronze x x x x x x x x x x x M L L 64
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie dropseed 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x L 16
Forbs
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly milkweed 1-2 1.5 orange x x x x x V M 32
Aster oblongifolium Aromatic aster 1-3 1.5 lavender x x x x x M 12
Coreopsis lanceolata Lanceleaf coreopsis 1-2 1.5 yellow x x x x x x L 20
Echinacea pallida Pale purple coneflower 2-3 1.5 violet x x x x x L 48
Ratibida pinnata Yellow/Grey coneflower 3-5 1.5 yellow x x x x x x x M H L 8
Solidago nemoralis Old field goldenrod 4-6 1.5 yellow x x x x x x L L 4
Zizia aureas Golden alexander 1-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x M M U 32
Annuals (optional)
Chamaecrista fasciculate Partridge pea 1-3 1 yellow x x x x x x x 32
Coreopsis tinctoria Plains coreopsis 2-4 1 yellow x x x x x x 4
Palafoxia callosa Palafoxia 2-3 2 pink x x x x x 4
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x 4

Shorter, Less Diverse Mix – Dry Areas



WET AREA MIX
Grasses/Sedges
Carex annectans Yellow fruited sedge 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x L 5
Carex grayi Bur sedge 1-2 1.5 tan x x x x x x x L M 64
Carex muskingumensis Palm sedge 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x x x x M M 8
Carex shortiana Short's sedge 2 1.5 bluish x x x x x x x x L 32
Chasmanthium latifolium River oats 2-4 1.5 green x x x x x x x x x x x x H 64
Elymus virginicus Virginia wild rye 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x 32
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass 3-6 2.5 pink x x x x x x x x x x x x x M M M 16
Scirpus atrovirens Great green bullrush 2-3 1.5 green x x x x x x x L 4
Forbs
Asclepias incarnata Marsh milkweed 3-5 1.5 pink x x x x x x M 16
Chelone obliqua Rose turtlehead 3-4 2 rose/purple x x x x x x x M 2
Eupatorium coelestinum Mist flower; wild ageratum 1-2 1.5 lavender x x x x x x x M H 2
Helenium autumnale Sneezeweed 3-4 2 yellow x x x x x x x x x M M 4
Iris virginica Southern blueflag iris 2-3 2 blue x x x x x x M M 20
Lobelia siphilitica Blue lobelia 2-3 1.5 blue x x x x x x M 2
Ludwigia alternifolia Seedbox 2-3 1 yellow x x x x x x 2
Penstemon digitalis Smooth beard-tongue 2-3 1.5 white x x x x x M M 2
Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant 2-3 1.5 pink x x x x x x x x H 4
Rudbeckia fulgida Orange coneflower 2 2 yellow x x x x x x x x M 8
Annuals (optional)
Bidens aristosa Bur marigold 3-6 1.5 yellow x x x x x H 4

Requirements
Local Ecotype Rule: Plants of Missouri or Southern Illinois ecotype are required. 
PLS means pure live seed; or seed that has been tested for purity and viability. This is done by most seed nurseries and should be included in your seed order.
Dry denotes an area above the 1 year ponding or bank flow elevation.
Wet denotes an area that is at or below the 1 year ponding or bank flow elevation.

Must use a minimum of 6 grass/sedge species and 8 forb species for each BMP. It is recommended that this list be provided to landscape contractors/buyers in case substitutions are required.
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Shorter, Less Diverse Mix – Wet Areas
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DRY AREA MIX
Grasses/Sedges  
Andropogon gerardii Big bluestem 4-6 2-5 plum x x x x x x x x x M 32
Elymus canadensis Canada wild rye 2-5 2 green x x x x x x 32
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass 3-6 2.5 pink x x x x x x x x x x x x x M M M 16
Schizachyrium scoparium Little bluestem 2-3 1.5 bronze x x x x x x x x x x x M L L 64
Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass 3-5 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x x 16
Sporobolus heterolepis Prairie dropseed 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x L 16
Forbs
Asclepias syriaca Common milkweed 2-3 1 pink x x x x x M 32
Aster oblongifolius Aromatic aster 1-3 1.5 lavender x x x x x 12
Baptisia australis Blue wild indigo 3-4 3.5 blue x x x x x x M 32
Coreopsis lanceolata Lanceleaf coreopsis 1-2 1.5 yellow x x x x x x L 20
Echinacea pallida Pale purple coneflower 2-3 1.5 violet x x x x x L 48
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake master 4-5 1.5 green x x x x x x x M L 16
Grindelia lanceolata Gum weed 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x M 8
Heliopsis helianthoides False sunflower 3-6 3 yellow x x x x x 16
Lespedeza capitata Roundheaded bush clover 2-4 1.5 cream x x x x x x L 16
Liatris pycnostachya Prairie blazing star 2-5 1.5 lilac x x x x x L 16
Monarda fistulosa Wild bergamont 3-4 2 pink x x x x x x x x M M M 4
Ratibida pinnata Yellow/Grey coneflower 3-5 1.5 yellow x x x x x x x M H L 8
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x M 4
Solidago speciosa Showy goldenrod 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x x M H L 4
Verbesina helianthoides Yellow wingstem 2-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x x x M L 16
Veronia arkansana Arkansas ironweed 4-6 3.5 purple x x x M 8
Veronicastrum virginicum Culversroot 4-7 3 white x x x x x x L 1
Zizia aurea Golden alexander 1-3 1.5 yellow x x x x x x M M U 32
Annuals (optional)
Chamaecrista fasciculate Partridge pea 1-3 1 yellow x x x x x x x 32
Coreopsis tinctoria Plains coreopsis 2-4 1 yellow x x x x x x 4
Palafoxia callosa Palafoxia 2-3 2 pink x x x x x 4

Taller, More Diverse Mix – Dry Areas



WET AREA MIX
Grasses/Sedges
Carex annectans Yellow fruited sedge 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x L 5
Carex muskingumensis Palm sedge 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x x x x x M M 8
Carex shortiana Short's sedge 2 1.5 bluish x x x x x x x x L 32
Carex frankii Frank's sedge 3 1.5 tan x x x x x x x 4
Carex vulpinoidea Fox sedge 2-3 1.5 tan x x x x x x L L H 4
Chasmanthium latifolium River oats 2-4 1.5 green x x x x x x x x x x x x H 32
Scirpus atrovirens Great green bullrush 2-3 1.5 green x x x x x x x L 4
Spartina pectinata Prairie cordgrass 4-5 2.5 green x x x x x x x x H H 8
Forbs
Amsonia illustris Shining bluestar 2-3 2.5 lt. blue x x x x x x x L H 32
Asclepias incarnata Marsh milkweed 2-4 2 pink x x x x x x x M M 16
Aster novae-angliae New England aster 3-4 2 violet x x x x x x L H 4
Eupatorium perfoliatum Common boneset 2-3 1.5 white x x x x x x x M 8
Iris virginica Southern blueflag iris 2-3 2 blue x x x x x x M M 20
Hibiscus lasiocarpus Rose mallow 4-5 2 white x x x x x x x M 16
Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal flower 2-3 1.5 red x x x x x x x x x L M U 1
Ludwigia alternifolia Seedbox 2-3 1 yellow x x x x x x 1
Mimulus ringens* Allegehny monkey flower 1-2 1.5 lavender x x x x x M 2
Penstemon digitalis Smooth beard-tongue 2-3 1.5 white x x x x x M M 4
Rudbeckia fulgida Orange coneflower 2 2 yellow x x x x x x x x M 8
Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet coneflower 3-4 2 yellow x x x x x x x x M 8
Verbena hastata Blue vervain 2-6 2 purple x x x x x M 2
Annuals (optional)
Bidens aristosa Bur marigold 3-6 1.5 yellow x x x x x H 4

Requirements
Local Ecotype Rule: Plants of Missouri or Southern Illinois ecotype are required. 
PLS means pure live seed; or seed that has been tested for purity and viability. This is done by most seed nurseries and should be included in your seed order.
Dry denotes an area above the 1 year ponding or bank flow elevation.
Wet denotes an area that is at or below the 1 year ponding or bank flow elevation.

Must use a minimum of 6 grass/sedge species and 8 forb species for each BMP. It is recommended that this list be provided to landscape contractors/buyers in case substitutions are required.
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Taller, More Diverse Mix – Wet 
Areas



Dollar General – 6400 West Florissant Road, Jennings

Prairie  Seeded  Stormwater Detention  Basin







Stormwater

Credits

Source: Maryland 
Stormwater Design 

Manual, Appendix E.1



Prairie Seeded 
Stormwater

Buffers

The Arbors 
at Wildhorse
Creek, 17560 
Wildhorse

Creek Road, 
Chesterfield, 
McBride  & 
Son Homes 
Subdivision











MSD Harlem Baden Sewer Relief Project, City of St. Louis, 

Harlem Watershed, Natural Bridge & Goodfellow Area



Flood Buyouts, Storm Sewer Separation Projects, and 
Construction of an 11 Acre Prairie Seeded Detention Basin 



Erb Crossing Subdivision, Newton 
Terrace Dr. at Arbor Green Point, 

South St. Louis County



October 2007



February 2009



March 2009



May 2009



June 2010



April 2011



July 2011, Greater Than 

500-Year Rain Event



October 2011



Early February 2012



Late February 2012 - Check for Erosion 
After Annual Mowing/Burning



Mowing for our site, 
¼ acre basin





April 2012



June 2012

June 2012



� Lower long term maintenance costs (subdivision 
assessment dropped from $200/year to $150/year)

� Different type of maintenance, but it is still
required

� Turf edge borders help define the space

� Use educational signage

� Infiltration benefits - deep rooted plantings 

� Wildlife/Ecological benefits

� Use a nurse crop



� To prevent erosion, do not remove existing 
dead vegetation when converting existing turf 
areas

� To prevent erosion, do use erosion mat for all 
bare soil area installations, and in basin 
bottoms of turf conversion projects

� Inspect sewer structures, dams, 
embankments after yearly mowing, and also 
after heavy rains

� Mowing is critical in year 1 (6x?) and year 2 
(3x?), also spot treat/pull weeds, ongoing

� Can supplement seeded areas with plug 
planted areas for faster establishment in 
more visible areas


