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Pilot Round 
February 6 contractor workshop – required 

March 1, 2013 – Applications Due 

March 18, 2013 – Award acceptance notified 

Spring or Fall -  RainScape Installation 

After installation:  Receipts turned in 

Within 2.5 months:  installation reviewed and 
rebate checks issued 

 



Round Two 
May 15, 2013 Applications available 

June 2013 Contractor and Residential workshops 

July 15 Application Deadline 

August 15 Award Notification 

 

Round Three 
November 15, 2013 Applications available 

January 2014 Workshops 

February 15 Application Deadline 

March 15 Award Notification 

 



1. What is RainScaping? 
2. Why RainScape? 
3. How to RainScape? 

www.deercreekalliance.org 
 

www.mobot.org/rainscaping 
 
 

http://www.deercreekalliance.org/
http://www.mobot.org/rainscaping
http://www.mobot.org/rainscaping




















Source: Colorado School of Mines, 2005 

   

 

















What are the Design Goals: 

Funder/Program Design Goals 

Landowner/Client Design Goals 



Clean Water Act 1972 

Fishable  

and  

Swimmable 



Use less salt or 
salt alternatives 

Use less fertilizer 

Use less 
pesticides 

Don’t overwater 

Pick up dog poop 
 







 

Source:    USGS Study 
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Image Source:    The University of  Minnesota, 2003 

   

 



 

 

 



Source: Physical Amendment of Landscape Soils;  Spomer, 1983 





Native Soil Rain Garden 

Less expensive 

Less risk of clogging 

Improves over time 

Improves soil structure 

 

 

Engineered Bioretention 
Rain Garden 

Can be installed where 
soil is heavily compacted 

 Immediate high impact 

Improves soil texture 

 



Solve a drainage problem. 

Increase biodiversity & wildlife habitat. 

Increase property values. 

Contribute towards clean water. 

Conserve soil. 

Save energy. 

Enhance mental well-being. 

Reduce watering needs. 

Reduce air pollution. 

Provide educational opportunities. 

 







• Scale of map 
• Orientation of property to 

North 
• House and other buildings 
• Above ground utility lines 
• Below ground utilities 
• Downspout on house 
• Direction of slope 
• Existing tree 
• Proposed tree 
• Existing shrub 
• Proposed shrub 
• Existing herbaceous planting 
• Proposed herbaceous 

planting 
• Percolation test location 
• Rain garden outline 
• Underground pipe 

 
 
 

 









 

Source: On-site Soils Testing, (Oram, B., 2003) 





 

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Trail

R
a

te
 (

in
/h

r)

Infiltraton Test

Percolation Test

Source: On-site Soils Testing Data, (Oram, B., 2003) 



Image Source: Brian Oram, Wilkes University 







NO Sand (or sandy loam topsoil) 

Mulch 

Well Aged Compost 

Topsoil (Silt loam only) 

Mycorrhizal Inoculant 

Calcined Clay “Turface” 

Expanded Gypsum 

Aeration backfilled with compost 

Tilling 

Plants with robust root structures 

 

 





Source: Cindy Gilberg 



 







karla.wilson@deercreekalliance.org 

314-471-1323 

This project is partially funded by US EPA 
Region 7 through the Department of 
Natural Resources (subgrant number 
G11-NPS-15), under Section 319 of the 
Clean Water Act. 
 


