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Woodberry Forest Travel Study Adventure to the Galapagos Islands
Program Overview: 
Though he only visited for a few weeks, the Galapagos Islands are intimately associated with Charles Darwin in providing seeds for thought with his formulation of natural selection.  This volcanic archipelago continues to be a living laboratory of evolution, harboring plants and animals found nowhere else on earth and with striking differences between organisms from island to island.  The Galapagos was designated as one of the first four UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 1978, and a major portion of these islands is set aside as a national park by the country of Ecuador. The Galapagos Island sit along the equator 600 miles west of the mainland of South America.
The focus of this program will be natural history, visiting not only a number of the islands, but spending time at sites around Quito in the Andes Mountains and an overnight trip into the Amazon rain forest.  While visiting the islands we will be eating and sleeping on the tour boat, and staying in cabanas or camping on several of the islands.  Along with numerous guided tours, there will be amply opportunities for hiking, snorkeling and bird watching.
Dates: June 18 –July 2
Faculty: 	Jim Reid has taught at Woodberry since 1975, and served as Chair of the Science Department from 1984 to 2013. In 1982 he visited the Galapagos Islands as part of a WFS faculty incentive grant, and in 1997 he led a student group on a study of natural history in Costa Rica.  For the past two summers he has served as co-director of the Woodberry Forest in Oxford Program.  
		J. Leighton Reid (’02) hold a PhD from UC Santa Cruz in restoration ecology.  Dr. Reid spent four years at the Wilson Botanical Garden in Costa Rica and has also done research in Ecuador.  He has traveled around the world on birding expeditions and is fluent in Spanish.  He is currently on the research staff of the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis.
	
Credit: Students will earn one trimester of elective credit 



Woodberry Forest Travel Study Adventure to the Galapagos Islands
DETAILED ITINERARY (Thursday, June 18th – Thursday, July 2nd, 2015
DAY 1: THURSDAY, June 18: Atlanta - QUITO
[image: ]
PM:  Evening arrival to Quito. Transfer in to Vieja Cuba Hotel in town.
 




DAY 2: FRIDAY, June 19: QUITO - NANEGAL 
 AM: Welcome talk, introduction to culture and history of Ecuador.
[image: ]City Tour Quito: This half day tour of Quito's Old Town declared World Heritage Patrimony Site by Unesco in 1998, takes the class to multiple colonial sites in the city. 
 




[image: ]PM: After lunch we will travel to the cloud forest.  We will be staying at “Maquipucuna” a private ecological reserve.   Evening introductory talk and night walk into the forest.  
 

 
 [image: ]DAY 3: SATURDAY, June 20: NANEGAL - QUITO 
 
AM: Early morning bird watching.
After breakfast we will hike into the cloud forest to view many examples of tropical flora and fauna and learn about the ecology of this unique environment
[image: ]



PM: On our return trip to Quito we will stop at the “Intiñan” Museum that is located precisely on the “Equator”.  The class will have the opportunity to stand at latitude 0 and in 2 different hemispheres at the same time. 
 


GALÁPAGOS CRUISE ITINERARY: Guantanamera Yacht





Guantanamera Yacht: 
 
The Guantanamera is a comfortable tourist class motor yacht.   [image: ]This yacht carries 16 guests in 8 double cabins with upper and lower berths. Each cabin has a private bathroom with shower, hot and cold water, and air-conditioning.





DAY 4: SUNDAY, June 21: QUITO – BALTRA; GALPAGOS CRUISE 
We will fly from the Ecuadorian mainland to the islands on an early morning 90-minute flight to Baltra.
North Seymour
[image: ]We will start with your first excursion to North Seymour. It is located slightly to the north of Baltra. It is a low, flat island, formed as a result of a submarine lava formation uplift. Covered with low, bushy vegetation, it contains the largest colony of magnificent frigate birds in the Galapagos. There is also a large population of blue-footed boobies that perform an amusing courtship dance when nesting conditions are right. 

DAY 5: MONDAY, June 22:  
[image: ]Cerro Brujo & Kicker Rock
We will first visit Cerro Brujo, an eroding tuff cone which was one of the first sites visited by Charles Darwin during his voyage aboard the HMS Beagle
At Lobos Island we find a small population of blue-footed boobies and great frigate birds nesting. In addition, two species of sea lions present at the Islands can be observed. The class will enjoy swimming and snorkeling with sea lions in this calm bay. 

DAY 6: TUESDAY, June 23
 ESPAÑOLA - GARDNER BAY - SUAREZ POINT
In Española Island the class will witness a variety of the Galapagos endemic wildlife.  This will include Hood-Mockingbird, lava herons, a variety of “Darwin’s finches”, and Galapagos dove.  We should also see waved albatross, red billed tropic birds and plenty of marine iguana. 

 Gardner Bay will provide the class an excellent beach for swimming and in the small islets nearby, snorkelers will find lots of fish and sometimes turtles and sharks. The bay is also frequented by colonies of sea lions which like to swim with the visitors.

Point Suarez, It’s one of the most outstanding wildlife areas of the archipelago, with a long list of species found along its cliffs and sand or pebble beach.   These include swallow tailed gull, blue-footed boobies, Galapagos hawks, lava lizards and the red and green colored marine “Christmas” iguanas.


DAY 7: WEDNESDAY, June 24
SANTA FE ISLAND -SOUTH PLAZAS ISLAND  
[image: ]On Santa Fe the class will hike through an Opuntia cactus “forest” and witness the tallest cactus in the world.  We will also see cactus finches, Palo santo trees Galapagos flycatchers and more sea lions.   In the highlands we’ll see the yellow land iguanas, some over a meter long.  There will also be opportunity for more snorkeling to view the surrounding sea life. 

South Plaza Island has unique Sesuvium plants as well as Opuntia cactuses scattered across the landscape which provide some of the most interesting wildlife observations available in Galapagos. Land iguanas are easily seen from the trail, frequently under the shade of cactuses, waiting for a prickly pear to fall.  Other animals we may see include short eared owls and magnificent frigate birds.
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Day 8: Thursday, June 25
Santa Cruz Island – Charles Darwin Research Station
[image: ]At Santa Cruz Island the class will visit the world-famous Charles Darwin Station, a non-profit institution that dedicates itself to studying and protecting the flora and fauna of the Galapagos.  We will visit the station’s Tortoise Rearing Center. Here we can observe baby, hand-sized tortoises, between the ages of one and five, and marvel at how they achieve such large sizes as adults (500 lbs. or more!). Galapagos tortoises are believed to have a lifespan of over 100 years, so the young ones have a long life ahead of them as long as they receive the protection they need. 
Aside from the Station headquarters, Santa Cruz Island is home to the largest town and economic center of the Galapagos, Puerto Ayora. 
After visiting Puerto Ayora, we will visit “Tortuga Bay Beach”, one of the most beautiful beaches in Galapagos. 

DAY 9: FRIDAY, June 26: 
Bartomes-Sullivan Bay (Day Tour)

[image: ]Bartolome Island, which at its highest point is 114 meters, is one of the most photographed vistas in the archipelago. This is a relatively young volcanic island, therefore, it is not very unpopulated; only a small handful of die-hard plants and animal species have colonized this lava-land long enough to call this home. We will hike to the top of this small island, where we’ll have an incredible view of the bay and Santiago Island.

[image: ]After visiting to Bartolome Island, the class will visit nearby Sullivan Bay.  At the beginning of the 20th century, a huge lava flow moved right down to the sea. As the class explores this black volcanic expanse, we will be admiring its time-frozen ripples, bubbles and ropes of larva.  
Day 10 Saturday, June 27: 
Depart to Isabella Island – Camping in the Highlands

[image: ]We will spend the morning on Santa Cruz island discussing what we’ve seen thus far and catching-up in our journals then in the afternoon we will take a boat trip to Isabela Island.   From there we take a bus ride into the highlands to Campo Duro Eco Lodge where we will camp overnight. The lodge is committed to conservation and preserving the Galapagos and we will be visiting an area where we may see the giant Galapagos tortoises in the wild.

Day 11, Sunday, June 28:  
- SIERRA NEGRA VOLCANO + CONCHA DE PERLA
[image: ]

We will start out early in the morning for our hike up the Sierra Negra Volcano. After a short bus ride we will begin the 12 km hike. Sierra Negra Volcano has the second largest crater in the world, measuring approximately 6 miles in diameter and 300 feet deep.  Standing at the rim should provide a spectacular view of the incredible moonlike terrain in the caldron of this long dormant volcano.
 


[image: ]After the hike we will return to Puerto Villamil for late afternoon snorkeling in Concha de Perla, where we can swim with sea lions, colorful varieties of fish, and if we are lucky,  sea turtles as well.  
 

 
DAY 12: MONDAY, June 29:
ISABELA ISLAND – TINTORERAS – BIKE RIDE HUMEDALES
[image: ]In the morning a short boat ride will take us to Tintoreras Islet. The name of the islet derives from the sharks that live in the waters surrounding the islet that have white-tipped fins, which are known as “Tintoreras”.  
The islet is one of the most fascinating places on Isabela Island and in fact all of the Galapagos. In this one area we can see sea lions, marine iguanas, blue-footed boobies, Sally Lightfoot Crabs, sea turtles, pelicans, and Galapagos Penguins. As the island is one of the main breeding sites for the marine iguanas, it is an excellent place to see many of these creatures close-up. After the hike through the islet, we will get back on the boat and cool off by snorkeling in the waters nearby, where we can see multicolored fish, starfish, sea-urchins, manta rays and sea lions.  
[image: ]

In the afternoon we will do a bike tour on Isabela Island, visiting “The Wetlands”, the breeding turtle’s center and the flamingo’s lagoon. 

 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]DAY 13: TUESDAY, June 30: 
Baltra Airport  – Flight Back to Quito and Depart to Amazon 
We will take an early morning boat transfer back to Santa Cruz Island. From Puerto Ayora we will take our transfer to Baltra´s airport and the flight back to Quito.
[image: ]After lunch, we will depart by bus to Archidona, where we will stay at the Vista Hermosa Jungle Lodge. In late afternoon we will go for a short walk to the botanic garden. 



The Vista hermosa lodge is located in the community sector of Cachiwañuska 35 minutes from Puerto Misahualli River by canoe down the Napo River. 

 
DAY 14 WEDNESDAY, July 1: ARCHIDONA 

[image: ]We have a full day today in the Ecuadorian Amazon.  The class will tour by canoe along the River Napo to the Rio Blanco where we will then walk on a 2 hour tour. Along the way we will learn about various species of trees, palms, medicinal plants, ornamental plants and birds. Then we will go by canoe to a butterfly and moth farm and to view the rich diversity of tropical butterflies as well as their life cycle.


In the afternoon we will go swimming in the river.  That evening we will go for a night tour in the rain forest and take-in the night wildlife and the forest’s amazing sounds.

 Day 15 THURSDAY, July 2 ARCHIDONA – QUITO - USA
[image: ]We will go by traditional canoe along the River Napo until we reach the sector of Cachi Wañushca to visit an indigenous family who will show the class how they make chocolate, woven handicrafts and go panning for gold. Then we will walk through a botanical garden to see medicinal plants. 


Before departing the area, we will also have an introduction into Wiñak, an association of 29 indigenous Kichwa communities who work collectively in the production of cacao and coffee. The chakra also produces a variety of additional products including guayusa, a ceremonial tea, and a broad range of traditional healing plants including sangre de drago (dragon’s blood) and uña de gato (cat´s claw). 
In the afternoon we will travel back to Quito´s Airport for an evening flight return. 
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ITINERARY: 5 DAYS, Sunday to Thursday

Sunday PM: Baltra - North Seymour

AM: S. Cristobal: León  Dormido

Monday AM: S. Cristobol: Cerro Brujo

PM: S. Cristobol: Islas Lobos

Tuesday AM: Española: Bahia Gardner - Isolote Gardner

PM: Española: Islote Osborn – Punta Suarez 

Wednesday AM:  Santa Fé 

PM: Plaza Sur

Thursday  AM:  S. Cruz: Charles Darwin Station
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