
Univ. of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Over 1200 acres  - 330,000 visitors



Display Gardens
Roses, Herbs, Annuals,

Perennials, Hostas, Lilies,

Peonies, Azaleas, Weeds



Demonstrations & Model Landscapes
Home Demo Gardens

Rainwater Runoff Model

Parking Lot Rain Gardens

Shrub Walk

Shade Tree Exhibit



Plant Collections
Trees, Shrubs, Herbaceous Plants



Native Plant Communities

Big Woods (maple, oak)

Bog, marsh, sedge meadow   

Restored prairie

2 small lakes



“Where’s the place for me to play?”



Under The Oak
Nature play - All ages



Will kids know what to do?

Will they start doing this everywhere?

Will they wear it out, 

can we make it “visitor-proof”?



Keep scale: “Kid-size”



Use safe spacing  (under 3” or over 9”)



Manageable  “loose parts”
Sticks, cones, burlaps, tree

“cookies”



Maintenance:  Think long-term



Offer Play-Starts  
(not “Done’s”)







Movement / Body Play



Object Play



Social Play



Imaginative & Integrative Play









Green Play Yard 
Ideas for Childcares, Preschools & Backyards







PRE-SCHOOL  (3-5 years)

Wheeled Play Track 

Crabapple Corner & Bird Arbor

Stage & Playhouse

Rottery for Decomposers

Sand & Water Play

Program Shelter

Climb-on  Log & Log Play

Fort-start        











INFANTS  (up to 16 months)

Crawl-along Garden

Shady Swing

Pull-up Stumps

Peek-a-boo Wall

Bridge with Grasses

Rolling Hill





TODDLERS  (16 - 33 months)

Wheeled Play Track

Vine Tunnel

Shade Arbor

Popple Woods Path

Sand Play

Toddler Playhouse

Tiered Multi-use Seating













Thank You!


