
Queen Anne’s Lace Snowflakes 

Daucus carota 

Queen Anne’s Lace is a wildflower herb native to North America and a member of the carrot family 

(Apiaceae).  They are commonly found along roadsides and in untended fields blooming during the summer 

months in and around the St. Louis area. 

Note:  When collecting flowers for this project, be aware of the look-alike plant Poison hemlock (Conium 

maculatum).   This is one of the deadliest plants in North America and can be fatal if just a small amount is 

ingested.  Familiarize yourself with the differences between these plants before starting this project.  This link 

has pictures that compare the two: How to tell the difference between Poison Hemlock and Queen Anne's Lace 

Materials: 

 Pruner 

 Flower press (or old phone book) 

 Non-glossy, white absorbent paper (e.g. white coffee filters or paper towels) 

 Flat white acrylic spray paint  

 Cardboard scraps or brown paper 

 White tissue paper 

 Air-tight storage container 

 Thin fishing line (optional) 

Picking the flowers: 

 Pick flowers when the weather and plants are totally dry. 

 Cut off the stem as close to the flower base as possible. 

 Pick out the single, purplish/black flower in the center of the umbel (if present).  

 Shake or pick out any insects present in the flower. 

Pressing the flowers: 

 Place immediately in a flower press using white absorbent paper between layers.  Phone books are 

handy to use for this project but some ink color may transfer. 

 Leave the flowers in the press until totally dry.  This may take weeks. 

Finishing touches: 

 After drying, the flowers may fade in color.  This is normal. 

 To complete the snowflake look, carefully lay the dried flowers on cardboard or brown paper and spray 

lightly with flat white acrylic paint.  Allow to dry and add a second light coat of paint (if needed). 

 Box and store the dry painted flowers in layers separated by tissue paper until needed. 

 The snowflakes can be laid directly on the branches of the tree or you can glue a thin strand of fishing 

line to the back of the flower to use as a hanger. 

http://www.ravensroots.com/blog/2015/6/26/poison-hemlock-id

