
 

Sustainability is  

Common Sense  

Explore the color and 

temperature of the roof of the 

Piper Observatory. 

Remembering that we have to 

cool our buildings in the 

summer time, what color do 

you think makes most sense 

for a roof? 

Sustainability is  

Common Sense  

Sometimes less is more! Explore 

the themes of simplicity and  

wabi sabi in the Japanese Garden.   

Sustainability is  

Common Sense  

The name of the 

artwork here is “The 

Victory of Science  

over Ignorance.”  

What has your 

education taught you 

so far about our  

natural resources?  

Inside a Building   

Builders and interior designers today 

are able to use finishings and 

furnishings that do not have as big of 

an environmental impact.  Look  at 

the flooring inside the Spink Pavilion. 

What’s green about that? 

Outside a Building  

What direction do the windows face 

on the Linnaean House? What 

direction lets in the most sun? Why 

is this important for building 

occupants? 

Do No Harm  

Sustainability means we should leave natural 

resources intact for future generations. You might 

see a resource we use a lot of in the English Wooded 

Garden – trees!  How can you use less tree products?  

Do No Harm  

In addition to leaving resources 

intact for humans to use, we 

want to make sure there’s 

plenty left for other creatures 

too! What types of wildlife 

habitat do you see outside of 

the Kemper Center for Home 

Gardening?  

Inside & Outside a Building   

How many components of a 

green building can you find 

near the Kemper Center? Can 

you find examples of  

� Renewable energy? 

� Water conservation? 

� Waste recycling? 

� Local food production? 

Sustainability is Common Sense  

And it should be fun! While 

you’re having a good time in the 

Children’s Garden, see if you can 

spot the MBG compost pile! 

Do No Harm  

Some of our natural resources exist in 

protected & endangered parts of the 

world – like our coffee & bananas! 

What other kinds of resources can you 

find in the Climatron?  Do they grow 

here in Missouri?  

Within the St. Louis region, the Missouri Botanical Garden is currently one of a kind in educating and demonstrating 

sustainable life style choices—choices that minimize our current and future impact on plants, our local environment, 

and the world at large. 

 

Plants and their ecosystems continue to be negatively impacted by human behaviors and choices related to the food 

we eat, the homes and buildings we construct and operate, the products we produce and consume, and the 

transportation methods we employ. 

 

During your visit to the Garden, be sure to check out all of our sustainable features! 

Inside & Outside a Building   

The way we used to do things sometimes 

was more sustainable than current 

methods. Can you find an example of this 

at the Tower Grove House?  
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