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South Grand Community Improvement 

District Background  

 The South Grand Community Improvement District (CID) was organized 

under Missouri legislation in 2001 to provide enhanced public safety, 

maintenance, building improvements and economic development 

beyond those services already supplied by the city.  

 The CID operates as a political subdivision of the state of Missouri by a 

Board of Directors comprised from unpaid volunteers—all of whom are 

assessment-paying property owners and/or business owners within the 

district.  



South Grand Community Improvement 

District Mission and Vision Statement  

 Mission Statement: To cultivate a robust and supportive business climate on 

South Grand in order to establish the Tower Grove community as the 

premiere urban lifestyle district in the Saint Louis Metropolitan area. 

 

 Vision Statement: Further enhance, the South Grand Community 
Improvement District to become a thriving self-sufficient vibrant community 

that emphasizes safety, cleanliness, promotions, quality tenant attraction 

and retention, and infrastructure improvements.   

 

 

 



Great Streets Initiative 

 East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWG) launched the St. Louis 

Great Streets Initiative in early 2006 to expand the way communities think of 

their streets.  

 Rather than viewing a roadway project as solely a way to move more cars 

and trucks faster, the goal of the St. Louis Great Streets Initiative is to trigger 

economic and social benefits by centering communities around interesting, 

lively and attractive streets that serve all modes of transportation.  

 Since 2007, EWG has completed a total of 14 projects in 6 rounds and is 

currently undertaking the 7th round  with a project in Missouri and one in 

Illinois. 



Before  



After  



Natives 



319 Grant –Clean Water Act  

 

 Voluntary projects are providing new examples of Rainscaping.  

 Urban landscapes contain impervious surfaces, where rainwater runs off 
and straight to storm drains.  

 On South Grand Blvd., specially designed pervious concrete sidewalks and 
rain gardens capture stormwater before it enters a storm drain.  

 These green practices improve water quality and help reduce flooding.  

 The demonstration project on South Grand was completed in 2014 in 
partnership with the South Grand Community Improvement District, the city 
of St. Louis, East-West Gateway and the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District 
(MSD).  

 Funding was also provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Region 7, through the Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR), under section 319 of the Clean Water Act. 



Rain Garden 















South Grand EcoCrew 



Ritz Park Events & 

Natives 



Great Streets Economic Impact  

July 2012-Present  

 
 

 

 

Amount 

New Businesses to District 28 

Expansions 4 

Rehabs 6 

Future/In progress Construction 

Projects 

2 

Opening Soon 4 

New Office Tenants to District 32 

Increase in State Sales Tax 

Revenue 

33% 



Great Streets Maintenance 

 Landscaping 

 Irrigation System 

 Pervious Concrete 

 Ironwork 

 Light Poles 

 

Cost: $57,000 +/- 

 

 

 

 



Landscape  

Stewardship 

 Current contract & renovations began with 
Sep. 2017 inventory/assessment – 4 step 
process: 

1 - Outline Objectives 

2 - What Works 

3 - What Doesn’t Work 

4 – Recommendations 

 

Plans to re-assess site conditions in 
full every 2-3 years 



Outline Objectives 

Start with the basics  ex: walk the district and meet it where it’s at.  

Look at original plans for South Grand CID plantings, consult 

local resources, and think about similar local successful projects 

(field trip!) 

1. Improve aesthetics 

2. Stormwater Management 

3. Support Biodiversity (increase # of native species) 

4. Education & Outreach (EcoCrew + events) 

 



What Works? 
 Tree well plantings:  Dropseed/Liriope 

(except 3 w/ Carex praegracilis)  

 Iris virginica in Rain Gardens 

 



What Doesn’t Work? 

 Infrequent maintenance; weeds 

 Taller plants near sidewalk/flopping; 4-5ft + 

(i.e. Symhpyotrichum novae-angliae) 

 Plants that have expanded their original 

footprint /bullies(i.e. Monarda fistuolosa) 



Recommendations 

 Remove and replace the majority of Wild Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) 
and New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae) through 
district. 

 Increase quantity of some existing plants (i.e. Prairie Dropseed; 
Sporobolus heterolepis and Black-Eyed Susan; Rudbeckia fulgida) 

 Add some shorter profile plants (or cultivars) – Monarda bradburiana 

 Recommended plants are listed by the MO Botanical Gardens in their 

Native Landscaping Manual as “Top Performing Native Plants for 
Landscaping” based on: 3-4 Season of interest, long life expectancy, 
and compact form. 

Echinacea ‘Prairie Splendor’ – Sporobolus heterolepis – Rudbeckia fulgida  –  Monarda bradburiana - Amsonia illustris 



Year 1 Observations 
We were able to 

trim Monarda 

fistulosa to keep 

plants shorter 

when blooming.  

Adjusted 

planned 

renovations 

where 

appropriate. 



Ongoing Maintenance Challenges 
Rain Garden 

inflow & debris 



Ongoing Maintenance Challenges 

Vehicle traffic –  

Added extra labor 

hours to total budget 

in 2nd year to address 

“Emergency Garden 

Repair”. 



Ongoing Maintenance Challenges 

Vehicle traffic –  

Added extra labor 

hours to total budget 

to address 

“Emergency Garden 

Repair” 



Ongoing Maintenance Challenges 

Pedestrian traffic 



Ongoing Maintenance Challenges 

Line of sight 



Ongoing Challenges* 

*Challenges not pictured: 

Trash 

Vandalism (sprinkler heads) 

Sidewalk crack weeds 

 

Weeds &unexpected 

surprises 



Grand/Humphrey Sept 2017 vs July 2019 

Sep 2017 

July 2019 



Current Conditions July-August 2019 



Current Conditions July- August 2019 



South Grand is fun! 



2018 Volunteer Program 

 
Goals: Build Capacity & Awareness 

 Initial outreach to local neighborhood associations 

 Tower Grove East 

 Tower Grove Heights 

 Tower Grove South 

 Compton Heights Neighborhood Betterment Association 

 Compton Hill 

 Identified volunteer program structure 

 Volunteer tasks & appreciation 

 Event schedule 

 Distribute PDF flyer with event schedule 

 Email and social media platforms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://southgrand.org/who-we-are/south-grand-ecocrew-volunteers/




2018 Volunteer Program 

Mid-Year Evaluation 

 First three events had low volunteer turnout (May, June and August) 

 Where do we go from here? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://southgrand.org/who-we-are/south-grand-ecocrew-volunteers/


2018 EcoCrew Program 

Outreach & Promotion 

 We needed a name 

 South Grand EcoCrew was born  

 Expanded outreach to community organizations  

 Brightside St. Louis 

 Master Naturalists  

 Master Gardeners 

 Churches and Schools 

 Missouri Botanical Garden 

 BiodiverseCity St. Louis 

 Created Constant Contact newsletter 

 Developed webpage with online registration 

 http://southgrand.org/who-we-are/south-grand-ecocrew-volunteers/ 
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2018 EcoCrew Program 

 Successes & Challenges 

 (+) Higher event turnout during second half of the year 

 (+) At least one volunteer showed up for every event 

 (+) Program Totals: 6 events, 18 unique volunteers, 60 hours contributed 

 (-) Limited means to promote events and communicate with volunteers 

 (-) Lacking our own webpage to house volunteer program information 

 (-) Work sites were District-wide and along busy street 

 

 

 

http://southgrand.org/who-we-are/south-grand-ecocrew-volunteers/


2019 EcoCrew Program 

Goals: Expand Program & Cultivate Relationships 

 Increased number of events from 6 to 8 

 Established the EcoCrew Corridor 

 Created EcoCrew logo & tshirts 

 

 

 

http://southgrand.org/who-we-are/south-grand-ecocrew-volunteers/




EcoCrew Events & Volunteer Tasks 



EcoCrew Program Management 

 Dedicated funding and part-time Volunteer Coordinator 

 Total annual budget of $5,450  

 $4,950 – contractor expenses (outreach, recruitment and event 

facilitation) 

 $500 – volunteer supplies 

 Free T-shirts for volunteers 

 Volunteers like to be fed  

 You can never say  

 THANK YOU enough! 

 

 

 



Questions? 
 Rachel Witt, rachel@southgrand.org, 314-772-5750 

 

 Cody Hayo, cody@prettycitystl.com, 314-282-1084 

 

 Angie Weber, ecolandscapingstl@gmail.com, 314-583-0971 
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